Male chick cull ban
comes into force

The banning of the controversial practice
of killing day-old male chicks may add
several cents to a box of eggs >> Page 11

EDF price rise
capped at 4%

Without State intervention,

an industry watchdog has
said electricity bills would
have risen by as much as
>> Page 12
46%
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Beginning of the end
for Covid restrictions

>> continued on page 7

$10k truffle sold in
online auction - pg 6

Carrefour launches
chatty checkouts - pg 9

World Economic Forum (WikiCommons)

A

March,” the minister
confirmed.
The government has
announced several conditions that must be met
before the health pass
system is brought to an
end:
• The number of patients
in intensive care units
due to Covid must drop
to around 1,500
• The R-number (the
number of people infected per each positive case) must fall
below one and remain
there for a sustained
period
• The number of positive cases per 100,000
people
must
drop
below 500.
At the time of going
to press (27th February)

Expat pair reunited
with stolen bag - pg 5

Haute-Vienne and Creuse say
'non' to Olympic torch - pg 3

After face mask rules were further
eased at the end of February, Health
Minister Olivier Véran has said the
vaccine pass system may finish
"within weeks".

s
France
appears to
be over the
worst
of
the recent
wave of Covid infections
caused by the Omicron
variant, some face mask
restrictions are being
lifted and the pass vaccinal may soon be scrapped
for “some or all” places.
Speaking in mid-February, the country's health
minister, Olivier Véran,
said that “If we continue
with the current dynamic,
we could leave this wave
behind completely within
a few weeks.”
“If the circulation of
the virus remains weak,
we will be able to begin
seriously considering removing face mask rules
indoors, for both adults
and children by mid-

INSIDE > > >

118-year-old nun 'forgotten by God' - pg 11
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guess, with a wry
smile, we should
congratulate 2022.
In the face of pretty
stiff
competition
from 2020 and 2021,
and despite being a mere 60
days old, this solar cycle has
already put forward a good
case for being crowned the
worst year in living memory.
I honestly thought European
land wars had been confined
to the history books and yet
here we are again. I grew up
with the ever present spectre
of nuclear warfare and now
I have had to explain to
my kids what that means.
Bonkers.
As with so much, there are
always positives to be found,
even in the darkest moments.
For me, the speed and unity
with which France and all
the EU nations moved in
the days following Putin's
invasion of the Ukraine have
been remarkable. It shows
that while the European
Union may have numerous
f laws, there is greater
strength in unity and that
when the bloc acts as one, it
is far more powerful than the

britishmarketstall@gmail.com
facebook.com/britishmarketstall

Call Andy & Cris...

+33 (0)6 79 23 57 09
+33 (0)7 69 14 49 73

sum of its parts.
Whether it will prove
to be enough to prevent
Putin achieving his goals,
only time will tell. Russia
has spent the best part of a
decade trying to destabilise
and divide western nations
– the Brexit referendum
and Trump's election were
both covered with grubby
Russian fingerprints – but I
very much suspect that the
long-term impact will be
even greater unity within the
EU and NATO.
As is my (terrible, stressinducing) habit, I am writing
this editorial with minutes
to spare before we go to
print and I just realised that
I have fallen at the final
hurdle in my attempts to
write an entire paper without
mentioning the dreaded
B-word. I don't want to write
about Brexit, but it has had
such a huge impact on the
lives of British expats over
the last five years that it has
been almost impossible to
ignore.
My tactic for avoiding
the B-word is to only write
about significant practical

issues that directly affect
Brits living in or visiting
France. That, and to only
cover the benefits of Brexit,
and not mention the myriad
negatives. As there were no
big practical changes this
month, I have obviously had
nothing to say.
Wow, I really fell off the
Brexit wagon there – I'm not
looking forward to checking
my emails once this one goes
out!
On to happier thoughts, I
have spent a fair bit of time
recently considering what
I might do for my rapidly
approaching birthday. My
idea of the perfect birthday
has changed massively over
the years. When I was a kid,
it was all about the presents
and the cake. But also the
cards. When a card was thin
and light, that either meant
there were no pound coins
taped to the inside, or, dare
to dream... a note!
Back when they were
obligatory for even the
most distant of relatives,
you would have to open
countless cards bearing the
image of a football player,
an astronaut or a set of golf
clubs – I'm sure my sister
would have had the same
equally “gendered” cards
showing
Barbies,
dolls
houses and cup cakes. You
then had to proudly read out
the pleasantries within, all
the time thinking, “not even
a measly 20 pence piece?!”

Every now and then,
however, you would open
one, forced grin plastered
over your resigned face, and
a piece of paper would shoot
out, bathed in a metaphorical
beam of ethereal light and
f lutter gently onto your lap.
To this day, there are few
things that spark greater joy
in my memory.
As I got older, I always
liked that your birthday
was the one time that your
friends were pretty much
obliged to come out and
celebrate. This always made
for a good night, but as I
got progressively older, this
same feeling was replaced
with a sense of nostalgia
for times past as friends
married, moved away, or just
plain “grew up”.
These days, I am very
easily pleased. So many
times did I tell my children

that there is no better thing
than a bit of peace and quiet,
that one year my eldest drew
me a card – her first – and
inside promised me “a piece
of quiet”. It remains one of
the best things I have ever
been given.
In truth, my ideal day now
is a very simple affair: to
be able to do nothing, guilt
free, for 24 hours; to be left
alone in my kitchen and
cook whatever I fancy, if I
fancy; and, one year in six or
seven, to watch England play
a Six Nations game while I
do both. Happy days!
Until next month,
Steve Martindale, Editor
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Advertising (EN):
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Subscriptions:
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Ref: 73544 - €424,000 FAI
Beautiful and spacious stone house with covered terraces,
swimming pool, outbuildings, shed and garden of approx.
7,000 m².
Countryside, on the outskirts of the village, 7/8 mins
from Eymet. DPE : E 296

www.arcadimmo.com
Achat – Vente – Location – Gestion

Ref: 73549 - €278,200 FAI
39 Place Gambetta,
24500 EYMET
05 53 27 14 34
info@arcadimmo.com

Village house with garden, 5 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms
/ WC, no work required.
In town, 350 m from the square with its bars and
restaurants... happiness! DPE : D 209
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Free on-site quotation
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plant trailers
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xcitement is slowly starting to build
ahead of the 2024
Paris
Olympic
Games, but the celebrations
have already been dampened
in a number of departments
who have said that they do not
want the Olympic torch passing through their towns. In
the Nouvelle-Aquitaine, the
Creuse, Haute-Vienne and Lotet-Garonne departments have
already confirmed they do not
want to be involved in the procession, while officials in the
Dordogne have said that they
are still considering whether to
withdraw.
As with so many issues,
the sticking point is financial.
Running around the country on
foot carrying a torch does not
sound like the trickiest thing to
organise, but the torch procession is surprisingly expensive.
The UK spent a staggering
9 billion pounds hosting the
2012 Games, and a whopping
6 million of that was for the
torch procession alone.
Freedom of Information
requests revealed that British councils paid an average

of £40,000 each towards the
costs of the torch procession,
but the amount was based on
their size and some paid more
than £200,000. In France, the
government has asked each
department to contribute a flat
€150,000 (or €180,000 with
taxes), irrespective of their
size and budget. For smaller
departments, this represents
more than 10% of their entire
sports budget.
“They originally asked us
for €80,000, so we thought,
why not,” said Marie-Christine
Bunlon, vice-president of the
Creuse department. “But when
we went to the inter-departmental meeting we were told
it would be €150,000. Just to
have it pass through briefly...
so we said no!”
Representatives of the Dordogne said that “for the time
being, we have yet to make a final decision” and that officials
would be giving the proposals
further consideration. Not so
in the Haute-Vienne who were
firm in their rejection: “The
symbolism is great, but the
price is exorbitant, especially
when you consider the relative

Secretaría de Deportes (WikiCommons)

Departments say 'non' to Olympic torch

budgets compared with somewhere like Hauts-de-Seine [a
department in Paris].”
Organisers had previously
announced plans to take the
torch through all the departments of mainland France as
well as at least one overseas
territory, and said the relay
would “offer a unique opportunity to shine a spotlight on the

regions of France, its heritage
and savoir-faire as the torch
travels through towns, villages
and iconic locations that will
benefit from the focus of the
Games to reveal themselves to
the world”.
The Olympic torch rally is
a relatively recent innovation and was first performed
at the now-infamous 1936

“Nazi Olympics” in Berlin.
Traditionally, the torch is lit at
Olympia, the Greek city where
the original ancient games
were held every four years,
before being carried on foot
to the host city. In the case of
Paris 2024, the torch will be
carried from Greece to France
by boat to make the flame's
journey more sustainable. ■

Let us sell your French home!
Your local French estate agency has won best estate agency in France and best website again! And our success is your success.

Our enquiries have gone through the roof and we have 1000s
of registered clients looking to buy at all budgets, in your area.
Contact Beaux Villages Immobilier today to sell with the best !
We offer • A market leading, award winning service • A valuation based on current, local market conditions
• A dedicated contact to guide you through the whole process • Worldwide marketing through our own website
and the most effective portals • A professional and friendly local team to help you sell or buy your French property.
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€345,000
4 bed / 4 bath village property with
pool and a veg plot. Ref: BVI62766

We have
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SW France
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DORDOGNE
€375,000
5 bed / 3 bath home near Sarlat
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€220,000
Open-plan 5 bed barn conversion
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Ref: BVI60696
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independent
property
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EXCLUSIVE
HAUTE-VIENNE
€798,000
Stunning 8 bed château with walled
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Les Enfants de la Creuse remembered

O

ne of the more shameful episodes in recent French history
is that of the so-called Enfants
de la Creuse - Children of the
Creuse. The scandal saw many children
and babies removed from the island of
Réunion in the Indian Ocean and relocated to the department in north-east Nouvelle-Aquitaine. The forced repatriations
ran from 1962 up until 1984, but were
only brought to the attention of the wider
French public in 2002 when one of the
victims, Jean-Jacques Martial, sued the
State for €1 billion for “kidnapping and
sequestration of minors, round-up and
deportation”.
“A billion, it’s like a euro, it’s symbolic,” Martial said at the time. “It's a lot of
money, but how much is a stolen childhood worth?” he asked. His case eventually failed because the events fell outside
France's statute of limitations.
After years of campaigning, France
finally accepted responsibility for the
forced repatriations in 2014 and in 2018,
the government issued an official, ministerial apology for what happened. The overseas minister at the time, Annick Girardin,
described the event as a “terrible history”
which needed to be acknowledged.
The latest chapter in the story came in
February this year, on the 60th anniversary of the first arrivals from the island,
when a statue was unveiled at Paris Orly

Airport. The statue has been hailed as
further “acknowledgement” of government responsibility by campaigners and
the start of “reparations”. “La Réunion
is where it all started for us, and Orly
is the place we passed through,” said
Valérie Andanson, spokesperson for the
Fédération des enfants déracinés des
DROM (Federation of uprooted overseas
children). “This sets in stone the memory of the Réunion Creuse children, and
enshrines them in the history of France.
France is admitting fault, which will allow us to move on. For us, it’s about protecting all child victims of abuse. We are
an example of what not to do; our experience will remain a black page in the history of France.”
In the 1960s, the birth rate was booming in the French overseas territory of
Réunion, as were unemployment rates.
At the same time, a mass exodus was
taking place from rural France as people
moved to the country's cities looking for
work. This was noted by Michel Debré,
a former Gaullist minister who was then
an MP for Réunion. Debré's brief was to
manage “the demographic problem in the
overseas departments, by encouraging
and developing the promotion of mass
immigration toward mainland France”.
The politician hit upon the idea of sending Réunion children deemed “wards of
the State” to be adopted by families in

central France.
However, many of the estimated 2,000
children transferred were not orphans or
“wards of the State”, but more often came
from poor, illiterate families who couldn’t
resist the promise of a brighter future for
their children. Although promised a better
life, many suffered from the sudden and
brutal shock of leaving a warm, tropical
setting for rural life in central France and
their fates depended largely on the family
they were placed with.
A large number of these children never

S.M.C. SERVICES

CARPENTRY & JOINERY

English Cards & Sweets, Jewellery &
Accessories, Presents & Gift Vouchers
Made In Italy Clothing from 20€

in the LIMOUSIN
TIM SMITH
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3 TONNE 360 EXCAVATOR WITH DRIVER
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BASED IN HAUTE-VIENNE (87130)
CONTACT STEVE - EMAIL: SNILLOC62@HOTMAIL.CO.UK
MOB: 06 47 08 13 45 - UK: +44 (0)7831 121 019

Thé Bonbons Cadeaux

returned to the island of their birth and
grew up knowing nothing of their families. Others allege that their host families
exploited them for cheap labour, mistreated and abused them. Many of those
affected have subsequently reported being psychologically damaged by the
events, and there have been instances of
suicide.
Campaigners and survivors have long
sought financial compensation from the
government, a fight which continues to
this day. ■

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR JOINERY
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KITCHENS & FITTED WARDROBES

EXPERIENCED FRENCH REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
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WWW.SALUTFROMFRANCE.COM
Siret:- 891 508 756 00014

Family run business based in France
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professional service
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service with packing and dry, secure storage.
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and NOT a man and a van.
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paul.rands@orange.fr | 05.55.66.44.06 | Visit our website for more information: www.lanoneix.com

A

tartan face mask turned out to be
a key piece of evidence that allowed a pair of amateur French
sleuths to reunite a stolen backpack with its rightful expat owners. The
story began when retired couple Colin and
Anne Macaulay were on a train from Toulouse heading towards their holiday home
in Béziers, near Montpellier on the Mediterranean coast. With reduced mobility and
needing sticks to walk, Mr Macaulay accepted help from a stranger who offered to
take his bag and place it in the luggage rack
at the end of the carriage.
It was not until several minutes later that
he realised that their bag was nowhere to be
seen. “Anne got off the train and we tried to
look for it, but it was gone,” Mr Macaulay
explained. “The staff could not have been
kinder or more helpful, but they had to keep
to the timetable, so we departed without it.”
That is where the story could so easily
have ended, with a sadly routine example
of bag snatching. The couple began the process of contacting their insurance company,
but were also faced with the problem that
the bag contained important medication and
a vital sleep apnea mask. Just two days later,
however, the couple had their bag back, including the Valentine's Day card that Colin
had packed for his wife.
Their luck was down to a local Toulouse couple, Delphine Prévost and Nicolas

Bouisset, who had noticed the bright blue
bag outside the Airbus building where they
both worked in Toulouse city centre. “We
thought it had been forgotten, but the next
day it was still there, it had just been moved
towards the bins,” Delphine later explained.
Closer inspection quickly revealed that
it was a stolen bag that had been dumped,
but the couple became concerned when
they realised that it contained medicines
and breathing apparatus. On finding a Tesco
Club Card, the fledgling detectives called
the British supermarket, hoping they would
let their customers know the bag had been
found. They were informed this was not
possible for “confidentiality reasons”.
The bag also contained a box of Scottish tablet - a common fudge-like treat – as
well as the tartan face mask, which led the
couple to conclude the bag's owners were
Scottish. They then took to a British lost and
found page on Facebook, detailing the contents of the bag along with the names Anne
and Colin that they found in the Valentines
card.
Miraculously, and in less than 30 minutes, someone who knew the couple had
seen the post and put them in touch with
the Macaulays. The Scottish couple returned to Toulouse the next day and were
reunited with their bag over lunch with
their new French friends. A bottle of whisky - a gift for friends in Béziers - had been

credit: Colin & Anne Macaulay

Scottish couple reunited with stolen bag

stolen, along with some Christmas jumpers, but “nothing major” was missing. “The
kindness, the serendipity of it. If it hadn’t
happened to me and I had read it, I would
have thought: what a lovely story,” Colin
said. “And it is.”
“Delphine and her partner have insisted
that we go for dinner at their place when
we are back in Toulouse at the end of the

month, before we fly back to Scotland,” Mr
Macaulay said. “I hope that they can come
to visit us in Nairn one day. They are really nice kids - they are the same age as our
children.
“The reality is that although there are bad
people in the world, there are also just really
lovely people everywhere. We have certainly found that to be true on our travels.” ■
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Frustrated
father facing
jail time

A

father is facing jail time after inadvertently blocking the internet and mobile signal
across two communes in south-west France.
Frustrated at his children's refusal to put
down their tablets and phones, the man, who lives in
Messanges in the Landes department of NouvelleAquitaine, installed a “signal jammer” in his home, a
device which blocks mobile phone and internet frequencies.
The source of the problem was eventually discovered by an engineer from the Agence nationale des
fréquences (ANFR), who was called to Messanges
after midnight one evening when one of the mobile
phone antennae had stopped working. His vehicle was
equipped with a portable receiver on the roof which
detects hostile waves, and confirmed the problem was
an external one. After inspecting the area on foot with
a hand-held device, the engineer was eventually able to
narrow down the source of the signal as a residential
address.
When questioned, the homeowner immediately admitted to using a jammer. He explained that he had
bought the device online, without realising how wide
a range it covered and would plug it in on his way to
bed to prevent his children from using social media at
night.
The use of such devices is illegal in France and the
hapless father now faces a maximum six months in prison and a fine of €30,000. He has already had to pay a
€450 fine to cover the cost of the ANFR investigation. ■
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Dordogne farmer sells $10k truffle

T

hey are known as black diamonds, and one Dordogne
truffle farmer recently found a
real gem that sold for $10,000
in an online auction. Experienced trufficulteur Bernard Planche found the
huge 1.2 kg truffle in early February
before presenting it at the famous Sarlat truffle market, where the best black
truffles can sell for as much as €1,000.
The sale of this unusually large "tuber melanosporum" was to be far from
ordinary, however, after the farmer's
32-year-old daughter convinced him to
try something a bit more 21st century
and sell it online with an accompanying
NFT, or non-fungible token. An NFT is
type of a digital certificate that works
on blockchain technology similar to
that used by crypto currencies, and
provides a unique identifier to prove
ownership. Their use has become commonplace for digital art and other virtual objects, but they can also be used
for physical items.
“It was special because of its size,
of course, but also because of its quality and the fact that it had been picked
at the best, most fragrant time of the
year,” explained the farmer. “At the
start, the auction struggled to get going.
It stayed at €1,200, then €2,000, then
€4,000... but then it shot up at the last
minute!”

When the virtual hammer fell, the
buyer - who asked to remain anonymous - had paid $10,000 for the truffle,
well over €8,000. It was not all good
news for Bernard, however, as the NFT
auction had cost around €4,000 to set
up, but still left him with a tidy profit.
Along with the delicacy and the
digital rights, the buyer also won an
invite to Bernard’s estate in Saint-CirqMadelon and the chance to take part
in a truffle hunt with the assistance of

highly trained sniffer dogs and pigs.
Not only that, they will also be served
a specially prepared meal at the end of
the day.
After all the attention, would Bernard
do the same thing again? “Perhaps...
but first I would have to find another
truffle that big!” he joked. “What I will
say is that it was a lot of fun to discover
a new way of selling and I'm happy it
has got so many people talking about
Périgord truffles.” ■

DAN, DAN
THE PIE MAN

Top quality pies and pasties baked
in our own professional kitchens
4 traditional or cheese and onion Pasties - €15
4 pack of Pies - €15 (chicken & mushroom steak & Guinness - chicken & ham - mince beef &
onion - cheese, potato & onion - meat and potato)

4 pack of Scotch Eggs or Pork Pies - €9
4 Jumbo Sausage Rolls - €8
12 Hot Cross Buns - €10

Regular deliveries to
Thé Bonbons Cadeaux, Magnac-Laval
03/03, 17/03, 31/03 & 14/04
(our pies and pasties are all freshly home made,
so please place orders 3 days in advance)

Contact Dan: 06 73 37 45 01
rempartsbenevent@gmail.com

Call Dan if you want to be a drop-off point
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Prestigious cycling race
Easing of Covid
restrictions begins coming to Creuse

>> continued from pg 1
there are currently 2,491 people in
intensive care, falling steadily from a
recent high of 4,000. The R-number
has fallen to 0.66, and there are 646
positive cases per 100,000 people,
although this is also steadily falling. Given the current trends, it is
likely that the government's conditions could be met in the first half of
March.
If the requirement to show a valid
health pass is lifted, it will likely
be done so in stages, starting with
bar and café terraces and ending
with higher-risk venues such as
nightclubs. “Things are clearly getting better everywhere,” Mr Véran
said, even though “there are still
many sick patients in hospitals. Our
strategy of progressive relaxations
based on infection rates was the
right one.”

Some restrictions have already
been eased. The requirement to wear
a mask in outdoor public spaces was
dropped at the start of February and
from 28th February, masks are no
longer required in venues that require
a pass vaccinal. This means they are
no longer needed inside bars, restaurants, cinemas, theatres, museums, libraries and a number of other places.
They are still required in shops, hospitals, retirement homes and on public
transport.
Other changes that have now come
into force mean that contact cases
will only need to take one self-administered day-two test rather than the
three previously required on days 0,
2 and 5. The country's schools have
also all been downgraded from level
3 to level 2, meaning students can
remove their masks during break time
and classes in the same year group are
able to mix. ■

T

he eyes of the
country, and cycling fans across
the world, will
be on Dun-le-Palestel in
March when the small town
in the north of the Creuse
department welcomes the
famous Paris-Nice cycling
race. The eight-day race has
been held annually since
1933, beginning with a prologue in Paris and ending in
Nice on the south coast, but
via a different route every
year.
Taking place in March,
it is often referred to as the
Race to the Sun with the
peloton leaving the cold
climes of the capital and
heading to the Mediterranean shores. Much like the
Tour de France, hosting the
start or finish of a stage is a
prestigious honour and this

year Dun-le-Palestel will be
welcoming the best cyclists
in the world when stage
three ends in the town on
Tuesday 8th March.
“This is the result of 56
years of work from a team
of volunteers. I believe
that we are the smallest
commune in France to receive the honour in this
year's edition. It is incredibly exciting!” said Laurent
Daulny, mayor of the commune. “The peloton will
go through Dun-le-Palestel
twice and through ten local communes. More than
60 kilometres of the Creuse
will be under the gaze of the
France Télévisions helicopters. Last year there were an
estimated 8.8 million viewers.”
The mayor also called
the event “a dress rehearsal

for the Tour de France”,
referring to unconfirmed
rumours that a Creuse town
will host a stage of the 2024
Tour; the department's two
candidate towns are Dunle-Palestel and Evaux-les
Bains, although many believe that Evaux is the more
likely destination.
Mirroring their recent
success at the Tour de
France, British riders have
fared well in the last decade of the Paris-Nice race,
with Bradley Wiggins
(2012) and Geraint Thomas (2016) both victorious.
German rider Maximilian
Schachmann has won the
last two races, but this year
French fans are hoping that
a home-grown rider will
win for the first time since
Laurent Jalabert won for
the third time in 1997. ■

Kitchens - Bathrooms
Paint & Wallpaper
Whole Home Design Service

Beaumont Cuisines Intérieurs Design
www.agencebeaumont.com
05.55.80.35.53 – 06.87.92.83.63
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Carrefour launches the chatty checkout

I

solation is a growing problem across the country,
made far worse since the
start of the pandemic, and
many people can go days or
even weeks without having a
meaningful conversation with
another person. For a large proportion of the population, running daily errands to the bank,
post office or supermarket is a
vital chance to leave the house
and interact with wider society.
In these days of remote consultations and self-service checkouts, however, even these dayto-day chores can increasingly
be performed without actually
speaking to a real person.
To combat this problem and
offer a new service to its customers, retail giant Carrefour
has announced plans to have
open at least one “blabla caisse”
- or “chatty checkout” - in all of
its supermarkets over the coming months. “The principle is a
simple one,” explained Gaelle
Prampart, head of customer
experience at Carrefour. “The
checkout is clearly signalled
and all our customers can make

the choice to use it. The idea is
to take a moment to chat with
those who want to.”
“This system allows us to take
time with our customers, to create a bond and bring everyone
closer together,” said Romain
Lesieur, a trainee director at one
store that already has a slow
lane. “We have lots of regular
customers and this service is
adapted to their needs.”
There is no time limit imposed
on shoppers, but a series of trials
have revealed that most people
do not abuse the system and are
conscious of others who may
be waiting. Initial reports from
checkout staff suggest that those
using the slower-paced checkouts come from all walks of life:
the elderly, those who live alone
and parents with young children.
There certainly appears to be
a demand for the slower tills,
both among shoppers and staff.
“I think it's good, it humanises
the whole process,” said Patrick,
a shopper who likes a natter at
the chain's Épinal hypermarket.
“I think it's probably more en-

joyable for the cashiers as well.
It's a difficult job where people
can be cold, barely saying hello.
Some people are never happy, so
I'd say this is a good thing.”
“We are treated better at these
checkouts for sure,” confirmed
Corrine at her blabla caisse.
“Honestly, I couldn't be hap-

pier. When I get to work, I know
that I will have a good day. And
what's more, I can see the joy on
people's faces when they come
through the checkout. You don't
even notice the hours passing. It
feels like I'm running my own
little business from this till.”
The idea of slower check-

REMOVALS
& STORAGE

out lanes has come from the
Netherlands, and has also been
trialled at the Auchan and Système U retail chains. Trials at
Carrefour were put on hold at
the start of the pandemic, but
were restarted in January and
are rapidly being rolled out
across the country. ■
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Patio heater ban sparks Popular series films
heated seat innovation in Haute-Vienne
to mid-March, uses over 50,000
kWh of energy. That represents
13.7 tonnes of carbon dioxide, or
the equivalent of a 120,000 km car
trip.
Necessity, as the saying goes, is
the mother of invention, and one
father-and-son team from Normandy has unveiled a brand new
invention to keep their customers
warm: a heated bench. “The idea
was to find an ecological alternative to the current terrace gas heating options, which cost a fortune
to run and have a very high carbon
footprint,” explained Philippe Debray, co-owner of the brasserie in
Pont-Audemer in the Eure department.
The eco-friendly seating uses
far less energy than traditional
heaters, meaning that the business
will also be saving money. “A twometre-long bench takes 15 minutes
to heat up, and uses 700 watts per
day, compared to the 2000-3,500
watts that patio heaters can use,”
the entrepreneur continued, adding
that the daily saving on energy is
worth as much as €60.
The benches are hand made lo-

cally from aluminium, can be thermostated to a temperature of up to
40 degrees and are even equipped
with USB charging ports. The father and son team have created
a company, Hotbench, and are
hoping to find partners to help
sell their innovation to businesses across the region and further
afield.
Although only currently being
used at the Debray brasserie, the
benches have proved a hit with
the locals. “We can have a coffee
outside even when it’s cold!”, one
patron said, with another adding:
“I think it’s a fantastic idea. Now
they’ve done it, it seems kind of
obvious!”
When news of the terrace heater
ban was confirmed, industry pressure groups were quick to highlight the challenge it could pose
to already struggling businesses.
“Terraces represent 30% of business in the hospitality and restaurant sector,” warned independent hospitality group union GNI.
“A large part of this 30% comes
thanks to heating, and the comfort
it brings to customers.” ■

T

he was local
excitement
in February
when
one
of the most popular
shows on French television filmed a number of scenes around
Coussac-Bonneval
in southern HauteVienne, close to the
Dordogne
border.
Shooting was for the
latest instalment of
the “Capitaine Marleau” series, which
follows the feisty, eccentric detective from
the Gendarmerie Nationale as she solves a
tricky local crime.
In each episode of
the 90-minute drama,
Capitaine
Marleau,
played by Corinne
Masiero, visits a different part of the country and teams up with
a local sidekick, usually played by a wellknown celebrity. A

credit: France2

F

rance is famous the world
over for its café culture,
but the industry was dealt
a blow two years ago
when the government announced
a ban on patio heaters. Outdoor
heaters have always been popular
on the terraces of cafés and bistros, and their use became even
more widespread in 2008 when the
ban on indoor smoking in bars and
restaurants came into force.
At the time, around three quarters of the cafés in Paris were believed to have terrace heaters, but
with the industry reeling from the
effects of the first lockdown and
many establishments only permitted to seat customers outside, the
ban was delayed. It has now been
confirmed, however, that from 1st
April the use of all gas or electric
outdoor heaters will be prohibited.
A study by the association NegaWatt claims patio heaters are responsible for the emission of half a
million tonnes of CO2 per year in
France. According to the organisation, a single terrace equipped with
five gas heaters, operating for 14
hours a day from mid-November

2018 episode filmed in
the Dordogne saw Poirot actor David Suchet
co-star as a former
English detective who
had retired to the area.
Capitaine Marleau
is a straight-talking
detective, rough round
the edges, full of jet
black humour, and
rarely seen without her
iconic Russian ushanka fur hat. Fans of
the ITV hit show Vera
may well think this
sounds like a familiar

set-up!
Since the first episode was screened in
2015, there have been
26 episodes of the
crime drama which
has become one of the
most viewed shows
on terrestrial television, regularly pulling
a third of the total TV
audience.
No release date has
yet been announced
for the episode being
filmed in the HauteVienne. ■

FRANKLINS REMOVALS
Find us at 17, rue de l’Engin, 24500 EYMET
Selling Everhot range cookers, F&B wallpaper and paint,
Autentico chalk paint, Neptune furniture and kitchens, and more…

A family business offering a quality,
professional service since 1985
● Packing services
● Full/part loads to & from the UK
● Vehicles transported
● Containerised storage
● Competitive prices
● Transit/storage insurance
● Customs clearance

0044 121 353 7263

sales@franklinsremovals.co.uk
www.franklinsremovals.co.uk

We take care of the Brexit paperwork

Tel: 05 53 24 70 19 - Email info@fabrica.boutique

TEDDY

Mobile Ladies and Gents Hairdresser

Book early to avoid disappointment
Covering the whole of La Creuse
Cut and blow dry - €28
Colour, cut and blow dry - €50
High lights/low lights, cut and blow dry - €60
Gents cut - €12

Call Teddy:
T: 06 15 78 18 04

E: edwardberridge@outlook.com
Like me on Facebook for updates

@teddyhairdressing
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French Residency Card ? Congratulations !
... now wait for your French Tax Return !
But, good news, you may pay LESS tax overall !
For a FREE tax assessment, go to

BREXIT BONUS?

Will completing a French Tax Return
lead to paying LESS tax overall?

www.taxspec.co.uk

Taxation Specialists Ltd (registered HMRC agent)

A service for BOTH French and UK returns

Male chick cull ban enters law

A

fter years of
debate on the
issue, the government
has
confirmed that it will finally ban the culling of male
chicks by egg producers.
Initially announced two
years ago, the move has
faced a series of delays
after the industry raised
concerns over the lack of a
reliable practical solution.
The industry now has until
the end of 2022 to comply
with the new law, which
will see 50 million chicks
avoid slaughter each year.
Baby chicks are famously difficult to sex and the
males have little to offer
egg producers: they will
never lay eggs and are not
a good source of meat. As
a result, in the days after
hatching, the males are
rounded up and killed,
usually by maceration
or suffocation, a process
that has been widely condemned by animal rights
groups for years. France
is the leading producer of

eggs in the European Union - it is estimated that
around 300 million male
chicks are killed each year
across the bloc.
“Operators shall demonstrate compliance through
the installation of equipment enabling the sex of
the embryo to be determined no later than the fifteenth day of incubation,”
the decree states. Chicken
eggs take 21 days to hatch.
Producers have until the
end of March to show
evidence that they have at
least ordered machines capable of sexing eggs, and
these must be fully operational by the end of 2022.
Industry groups around
the world have been working for years to find a practical solution for “ovosexing” chicken eggs. The
system that looks set to
be used has been developed by a Brittany-based
company, Hy-Line France,
part of the German Erich
Wesjohann Group, and will
use optical “hyperspectral”

France's oldest
woman has been
'forgotten by God'

F
technology to look inside
fertilised eggs. The first
feathers of chick embryos
are lighter in males than in
females and the technology
allows this difference to be
detected at day 13 of the
21-day incubation period.
The money saved by not
having to cull the male
chicks is outweighed by
the extra costs of testing
and sorting the eggs. Producers have said that the
changes will add around
five cents to the cost of
half a dozen eggs, or as
one industry insider put it:
“That is really not much

compared to the scandal of
male chicks being killed at
one day old.”
The government has
also announced industry
grants of €15 million to
help producers invest in
the new technology and to
avoid these upfront costs
being passed on to consumers. It is hoped that the
technology will have benefits in other areas, such
as the foie gras industry.
More than 30 million female ducks are killed each
year as only the males are
used to make the controversial delicacy. ■

rance's oldest woman has said she is worried that
she may have been “forgotten by God”. Sister
André, who is also Europe's oldest person, made
the comments as she celebrated her 118th birthday with her traditional treat of a port and chocolate cocktail.
The former nun, who lives at a retirement home in Toulon in the south of France, was born Lucile Randon, but
is better known in France as Sister André. There was concern when she became the oldest person to catch Covid
in January 2021, but defeated the disease with almost no
symptoms. She is the second oldest French person ever,
after Jeanne Calment, who died aged 122 in 1997, and is
today the second oldest person in the world, behind only
Japan's Kane Tanaka who is one year her senior.
“I can't stand them anymore - guests - I'm less amiable,”
she told AFP at her celebrations, employing her trademark wry sense of humour. “I was always admired for my
wisdom and intelligence, and now I'm mocked for being
uncooperative. I'm thinking of getting out of this whole
thing, but they won't let me!” she said, before suggesting
that God had forgotten to call her to leave the world.
Sister André was born on February 11 in 1904 in Alès in
the Gard department and in her early life worked in hospitals as well as caring for elderly people and orphaned
children. She cites the 1940s, when she worked as an au
pair in the capital, as her favourite decade. “I was 40 years
old, it was 80 years ago. Paris was of such a magnificent
beauty.” ■

THE NEXT
GENERATION
OF OIL BOILERS
Are you interested in a new oil boiler, but are worried about
the future of oil heating?
Don’t be, as all Warmflow boilers can also run on biofuels, eg
HVO*.
Why Warmflow?
Warmflow is a leading UK and international manufacturer of
heating solutions that has been keeping families around the
world warm for over 50 years.
Our heating solutions are extremely efficient with our Combi
boiler being the only oil boiler in the world with a triple A
energy rating, saving you up to 5 liters of fuel per week.
Based in Northern Ireland, we can normally deliver direct to
your door in France within 7 days without the need for any
import documents.
Please contact our international office for more information
or a quote on:
• info@warmflow.es
• 00 34 942 140 623
• www.warmflow.co.uk
*very minor modifications to the burner are required.

Installers!!!

Advantages:

Join our growing
network in France!

▪ Slimline design

Warmﬂow is always
interested in hearing
from qualiﬁed boiler
engineers.

▪ Up to 24 l/min of hot water
▪ Integrated 7 day programmer
▪ Full range or outdoor
& indoor models
▪ Wide range of ﬂuing options
▪ EU Certiﬁed
▪ 2 year parts warranty
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A

rchaeologists working in
a cave in the Rhône Valley
have discovered the oldest
evidence yet of the existence
of Homo sapiens in continental Europe.
Excavations in the Grotte Mandrin,
a cave network some 120 km north of
Marseille, revealed a single child's tooth
carbon dated to be from 54,000 years
ago. The stunning discovery has pushed
back the known date that modern-day
humans existed in Europe by 10,000
years.
Findings in the cave also confirm
what scientists have long believed: that
Homo sapiens lived alongside Neanderthals for a significant period of time in
southern Europe, before becoming the
dominant species some 40,000 years
ago. The tooth was found in a layer of
sediment that also contained more than
one thousand tiny flint points that were
not present in the layers above or below
the discovery. The delicate flints are
identical to those known to have been
used by early humans on the eastern
shores of the Mediterranean and such
points have never been associated with
Neanderthals.
The Mandrin site has provided a

treasure trove of information for archaeologists since it was first excavated
in 1990 and has well-preserved layers
of remains dating back 80,000 years.
“Mandrin is like a kind of Neanderthal
Pompeii, but without the catastrophic
ending,” said Ludovic Slimak, a researcher at Toulouse University, who
explained that the layers of remains in
the cave have been perfectly preserved
under sand deposited by the Mistral
winds.
The new evidence shows that the
caves were occupied for a very long
time by Neanderthals, before briefly becoming home to a colony of Homo sapiens and then falling back into Neanderthal hands. It is not known why the cave
and its surrounding territory changed
hands, and the researchers have found
no direct evidence that they interacted
at this time, although it is known the
two species did eventually interbreed.
Scientists believe that the cave shows
evidence of an early group of Homo sapiens crossing the Mediterranean in an
attempt to expand into Europe. “It’s a
real group, making an attempt at a real
colonisation of Western Europe,” said
Ludovic Slimak, who believes as many

credit: Ludovic Slimak

Earliest European human
evidence found in France

as 200 men, women and children would
have made up the colony.
“The findings from Mandrin are really exciting and are another piece in
the puzzle of how and when modern
humans arrived in Europe,” concluded
Professor Chris Stringer, co-author of
the study and a specialist in human evolution at the Natural History Museum in
London.
“Understanding more about the overlap between modern humans and other
hominins in Eurasia is vital to understanding more about their interactions,
and how we became the last remaining
human species.” ■

State action
blocks massive
electric bill rise

E

lectricity prices have surged across Europe in recent months, a situation that
only looks set to get worse following
Russia's illegal invasion of Ukraine
and Germany's cancellation of the Nord Stream
2 gas pipeline. French households have been
largely shielded from rising bills, however, after
the government stood firm on a pledge to limit
price increases to 4%.
Under the terms of the ruling, the State will
force EDF to take an €8.4 billion financial hit by
limiting the bill hikes, which came into effect on
1st February. Shares in EDF fell by 20% on news
of the cap. Without the intervention, the country's energy regulator CRV believes that electricity bills would have risen by 46% last month.
Wholesale energy prices tripled in the latter
half of 2021 as European economies emerged
from the pandemic and demand increased significantly. As EDF is a largely State-owned company, France has been able to control how much
of these rises are passed on to consumers and
the large proportion of nuclear power has also
shielded households from the particularly steep
rise in gas prices. “France, in keeping this regulated tariff and having 75% of nuclear energy,
really stands out in Europe,” explained François
Carlier, head of the CLCV, a leading consumer
group. ■
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Cross-Channel battle of the photo clubs

F

or the last three years, two photography clubs
have run a competition between themselves.
Abingdon, a club based in the heart of Oxfordshire, compete with Eymet photography
club in the Dordogne, to claim bragging rights over
each other. This year an even more international flavour was introduced, with the judge overseeing the
competition joining whilst on holiday in mid-Wales.
Each club submitted twenty images, and it was the
challenging task of Perry Johnson, an English semiprofessional photographer who now lives in Majorca,
to score each of these out of twenty. Perry had to
consider the technical and artistic aspects of every
image, looking at elements of composition, exposure,
focus and artistic intent in order to arrive at a mark.
One of the few benefits of the pandemic has been
the increase in the ease with which online tools can
be used to join people together, and this event was
no exception, with over thirty people joining together
virtually to watch the competition unfold. Abingdon,

in an effort to bamboozle the Eymet-appointed judge
craftily slipped in titles such as “Les arbres en hiver”
and “Les plumes” amongst their entries.
The Eymet club, part of the Association Culturelle
Française-Anglaise d'Aquitaine (ACFAA), gathered
most of their members together in the wonderful exhibition hall in the main square in Eymet, and enjoyed a
glass or two of Bordeaux as the scores unfolded.
This year, the competition was won for the first
time by Abingdon, who also secured third and second
place in the individual scores. The overall individual
winner was Andy Jeffries, a member of the Eymet
club, with his wonderful image entitled “A glimpse
of an elf”.
Both clubs are looking forward to resuming the
battle next year, with Eymet hoping to win back their
crown as keenly as Abingdon are to retain it. All of
the images can be seen on the Eymet photography
club website: www.eymetphotoclub.fr ■
by John Simmonds, President Eymet Photography Club

Cosmos

A Glimpse of an Elf

Letters to

The
Editor

Anonymous, by Email

Yes, for sure.
Well, could I put forward a suggestion?
Of course.

Dear Editor,

T

gency services.
Our address is a “Lieu dit”, which simply indicates
the hamlet where we live, although there are thirtysomething houses here. The postman knows where
everybody lives, but courier companies always have to
call from the main road to ask for directions... if they
can get a signal on their mobile phone.
About two years ago we were at la Mairie for some
reason and I asked if the naming of streets was really
going to happen.

wo or three years ago the government announced that every street in France would
be named. I suppose this came after a lot
of complaints from courier companies who
were having difficulty finding people, but officially
it’s for the benefit of the fire brigade and other emer-

So I suggested calling this road “Impasse du Couvent” because this house was once upon a time the
small, central part of a convent according to local legend, and it’s a dead-end road. (The English would call
it a cul-de-sac, which is ironically a French expression
rarely used in France.)

SUDOKU - EASY

SUDOKU - MEDIUM

Les Plumes

Eventually everyone in the village received a notice
giving the proposed names of the streets, and saying
that on March 15th 2021 if no other (better) suggestions had been put forward, these would become the
official names. Our road would officially become Impasse du Couvent.
The system for allocating house numbers was rather
alien to northern Europeans, depending on the distance in metres from the beginning of the street to your
house. Exactly which part of your house was, and remains, unclear.
Today, 12th February 2022, the street name plates
have been made and displayed. Apparently nobody objected to the name because we now officially live in
Impasse du Couvent. And although we are the second
house in the road we are number 20.
I’m feeling quite proud that I’ve been able to name
a street in France despite being a fairly recent immigrant.

Anon

The solutions to this month’s sudokus can be found on page 22

SUDOKU - HARD
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Gratin de blettes - chard gratin
by Julia Watson

ny dish that carries the word ‘gratin’ you instantly know
will be a comforting one. And in this endless tail end of
the winter season, we could use as much comfort as we
can get. It’s the mystic properties of cheese in a sauce that
does it. Somehow the same cuddle isn’t delivered with a tomato sauce,
for instance. There’s not much that can beat a cauliflower cheese or
a mac-’n-cheese to soothe our spirits. A slice of melting cheese on a
hamburger lifts it way beyond its original parts. There are those (me)
who would pick a cheese omelette over a truffled one. Toasted cheese
and cheese pizza consistently make the list of Top Ten Favourite
Foods.
Scientists have attempted to discover why comfort foods are so
comforting. Their conclusion is our association with what we’ve been
fed in the past by loving family and friends. When you feel low or
lonely or ill, isn’t your mother’s chicken soup more nurturing than a
healthy plate of steamed fish with broccoli? Comfort food can reduce
feelings of rejection and isolation.
We’re far more likely to put on a few kilos during the dead of winter
through the food we choose to eat to make us feel safe and happy than
we will in summer. In that gleaming season the sun banishes feelings
of insecurity. Foods high in calories from carbohydrates, sugar, fat, or
salt each provide instant gratification. They elevate mood by releasing
dopamine into the body and stimulating the brain’s reward system.
Like animals, we’re hard-wired to enjoy eating because it leads
to our continued survival. We naturally lean towards the foods that
satisfy us for the longest possible periods - bananas over berries,
say. But then there are the foods we crave despite their lack of any
nutritional value because of their texture (crisps and fries) or their salt
(crisps and fries) or the manufactured sweetness of cakes, cookies,
and chocolate. Seldom do we reach for berries and other fruit to make
us feel succoured. Berries and fruit make us feel virtuous. Snacks and
confectionery make us feel happy.
However, the pleasure of snacks is transient. This recipe is very
comforting while being very filling. Made without the first ingredient
on the list, it becomes vegetarian. Kale, Savoy cabbage, or cauliflower
or broccoli florets can substitute for the chard. But the chard it is
centred around is an excellent source of vitamins, minerals and fibre.
Another point in its favour is it’s cheap and quick to make, can be put
together in advance, and is delicious. ■
Julia Watson has been a long-time Food Writer for newspapers
and magazines in the US and the UK. She writes 'Tabled', a weekly
food blog at juliawatson.substack.com

Ingredients

can add much more if you wish)

115g very thinly sliced Jambon de Bayonne or
Parma ham

355ml milk

50g coarse fresh breadcrumbs

100g butter

500g bunch chard (Rainbow chard is prettiest),
leaves pulled off, stalks sliced diagonally 2 cm wide

(serves 4-6)

2 tablespoons olive oil
1 tablespoon fresh thyme leaves
130g cheese - Cantal or Parmesan, grated (but you

155ml single cream
65g flour
A light grating of nutmeg
Salt and white pepper to taste

Preheat oven to 150C.
Place ham on a parchment-lined baking sheet. Bake until crisp, 5-10 minutes. Cool then snap into
pieces. Raise oven temperature to 200C.
Combine breadcrumbs and 2 tablespoons of oil in a frying pan. Toss over medium heat, until golden
brown and crisp. Off heat, add thyme and 25g cheese and season. Mix in the ham pieces if using and
set aside.
Blanch stalks in salted water for about 5 minutes then drain and add to a bowl of cold water. Add leaves
to the boiling water and drain as soon as they wilt, then squeeze out as much liquid as possible. Drain
the stalks from the cold water, mix with the leaves and set aside.
Heat milk and cream to just sizzling. Melt 70g butter in a heavy-bottomed pan, add the flour and stir
till sandy and gold. Slowly pour in the hot liquid, stirring, till it begins to boil and form a medium-thick
béchamel sauce. Beat in remaining cheese and seasonings.
Butter a gratin dish with the remaining butter. Fold the chard into the sauce, pour into the dish and
sprinkle the breadcrumbs over. Bake for 15-20 minutes till bubbling and gold.

Advertise on
these pages
sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93
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Ian Scott

Wanted:
Experienced
shopfitters 06 16 91 64 67

English Hairdresser

Rue Chez Boutique
87330 Saint-Barbant

Experienced shopfitters required for installs across France:
Joiners, electricians, labourers, merchandisers, IT literate
people for software updates in shops also required.

Email: contact@reactive-resource.com

Tel: 00 33 (0)5 55 60 08 46

The wines of Bergerac - Domaine de Pécoula

I

by Martin Walker

credit: www.domaine-de-pecoula.com

first came across Domaine de Pécoula
as a producer of the sweet, golden
wines of Monbazillac at the Concours
where a large jury makes the selection
of the best of the year. It is one of the hardest tastings I know, since after tasting four
or five, the mouth begins to pucker up and
the taste buds feel overwhelmed. A sip of
water and a mouthful of dry bread between
the different bottles bring some relief.
The bottles are always wrapped in impenetrable black socks to keep the winemakers anonymous. But when one is faced
with twenty or more different versions of
the same wine type, trying to assess the tiny
variations of bouquet and taste, it starts to
feel like a marathon. After the judging and
the announcement of the winners, we jurors
are able to take the socks off and find the
ones that we particularly liked, and one of
the best for me was the entry from Pécoula, so I resolved to pay them a visit. Then
came the Covid lockdowns and it slipped
my mind until a knowledgeable friend said
I should also try their dry white wines.
I usually start with the website to get a
sense of the size of the vineyard, its location, how long it has been in operation,
whether it is organic and so on. Pécoula is
almost ten kilometres due west of the Monbazillac château, and 2 km south of Pomport, on the plateau of those gently rolling
hills after the long rise from the plain of the
Dordogne Valley. This is good wine country, especially for Monbazillacs, since they
are close enough to the Dordogne Valley to
benefit from the mists that help the magic
fungus of botrytis to flourish. La Grange
Neuve is a neighbour and one of my favourite vineyards, Château Bélingard, is
nearby.
Domaine de Pécoula also won a gold medal at the big Concours at the Paris Agricultural Show in 2018 for their Monbazillac 2016
vintage, and took the silver medal the next
year for their 2017 version. That is very impressive. And they are now in the final year
of their transition to a serious organic status,
entitled to put the green leaf and the letters
AB (for Agriculture Biologique) on their labels.
“I had wanted to go organic for some time
but my brothers were uncertain,” the owner,
Jean-Marie Labaye, told me. “I want to do
it not for fashion but because it is better and
healthier for us and our workforce, better for
the land itself and for the wine.”
Not to be found on the website is the information that Jean-Marie is also treasurer
of the Dordogne branch of the Vignerons Indépendants, a body formed some forty years
ago which now brings together more than

7,000 winemakers across France who work
on their own account and not as part of a cooperative. They organise an annual salon, the
largest in France that is open to the public,
with some 5,000 wines to be sampled.
Jean-Marie and his wife Christine took
over the vineyard from his two older brothers
in 2018. The youngest of eight siblings, JeanMarie was raised in the house where he now
offers tastings, grew up with the rhythms
of the grapes and the seasons and was born
with wine in his blood. His grandfather first
bought the property in 1936. Christine was
the daughter of a farmer but adapted easily to
life among the vines. They have two grown
daughters, neither of whom seems committed to a life in wine.
“It is in so many ways an enriching life,”
Christine told me. “There is the commercial
side and the office work, the communications as well as the harvest and the making
of the wines, always different, and so much
of our time is spent in this lovely countryside
and in the open air.”
They have 33 hectares of vines, of which
25 hectares are devoted to Monbazillac, the
rest to Bergerac whites and reds, and vins
moelleux. The reds are 30 per cent Malbec,
30 per cent Cabernet Sauvignan and forty per
cent Merlot.

The real surprise came when I looked at
their price list. The whites, rosés and reds
are 5.50 euros a bottle, when bought at the
vineyard, and the standard bottle of Monbazillac is just ten euros, and 12.50 euros for
the 2017. In good years, they make a prestige
red which they call a Côtes de Bergerac, a
sinewy, almost screwy wine of real character.
The 2019 vintage is 7.50 euros a bottle and
the 2017 is 10.50 euros.
These are bargain prices for wines of serious quality. I bought six of their dry white
wines and some of their 2017 Monbazillac
which I’m pretty sure was the one I liked so
much at the Concours in 2019. My neighbour, Raymond, a retired captain of gendarmes who is also my regular tasting chum,
bought a mixed case of whites and reds.
I usually drink Monbazillac, always
chilled, as a digestif or sometimes with blue
cheese, occasionally as an apéritif, but ever
since being presented with a copy of JeanFrancois Vidalie’s magisterial book on the
wine, its history, geology and place in French
life, I have been tempted to try a recipe he
suggests.
To begin, take a large bunch of Chasselas
grapes, remove stalks and pips and macerate
them in a third of a bottle of Monbazillac.
Then take a whole fresh foie gras of some 500

Fosse-Septique23.com

grams, slice it into 6 segments, flour lightly
on both sides and place them in a large frying pan, already hot and well-oiled with duck
fat. Salt and pepper them and grill six large
slices of bread while the foies cook, turning
them once. He does not suggest a time but
other friends of mine suggest long enough
to sing the Marseillaise, which takes me 45
seconds. I would not give them much more
than a minute each side. Remove from the
flame and place the foies on the grilled bread
on a pre-warmed plate and garnish with the
grapes. Then deglaze the pan with a little
wine vinegar and the Monbazillac in which
the grapes macerated (and you may add two
soup spoons of veal stock if you wish). When
it has reduced to your taste, again no more
than a minute at most, pour it as a sauce over
the foie and serve. ■
Martin Walker, author of the best-selling
‘Bruno, chief of police’ novels, is a Grand
Consul de la Vinée de Bergerac. Formerly
a journalist, he spent 25 years as foreign
correspondent for The Guardian and then
became editor-in-chief of United Press International. He and his wife Julia have had
a home in the Périgord since 1999 and one
of his great hobbies is visiting the vineyards
of Bergerac.

Steve. JOHNS. SARL

Domestic sewage treatment specialists.
Planning permission arranged. Inspections.
Design. Supply. Full/Part installations.
10-year decennial insurance cover.

• Micro stations • Traditional Fosse septique systems • Compact filter systems • Filter bed systems
• Drainage problems • Design / supply / installation service • DIY and Trade kits now available.

05.55.64.11.73

info@fosse-septique23.com

Siret: 824 706 444 00018

A cleaner future today

25 years experience. Free quotations.

06.70.47.52.96 (English Technician)
06.49.48.39.62 (French Technician)
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Building
Services
Architects/Surveyors

Champlong
Chatterie
Alison & Ray

At Masterplans.eu we can help guide you
through your planning application in France.
From initial feasibility to completed dossiers.
We will compile all the relevant drawings and
complete the necessary paperwork to ensure
your application proceeds smoothly.
We are equally at home working with clients
here in France or those living abroad.

champlongchatterie@gmail.com
www.champlongchatterie.com

Email: info@masterplans.eu
www.masterplans.eu

Caring, quiet accommodation
just for cats
JUNCT 22 off A20, Arnac la Poste

Tel: 05 55 60 27 83
SIRET: 520 896 671 00010

Tel: 05 55 80 72 83
Mob: 06 33 07 29 72
Siret: 790 016 984 00011

Dog Guest Home
(NOT KENNELS)

Your dog(s) looked after indoors at our
country home with a safe enclosed garden area.
One full acre - fully fenced.
Walked twice a day in local woods and fields.
Must be able to socialise with other dogs.
Free introductory trial: morning or afternoon.
Nr. Châteauneuf-La-Foret, Linards.
30 mins from Limoges airport.

20€ / night

CHARTERED
STRUCTURAL
ENGINEER

Pre-purchase & Structural Surveys.
Verbal & written reports.
Structural calculations & drawings.
Redevelopment ideas & solutions.
Tim Haw B.Eng C.Eng M.I.Struct.E

FR: 0033 (0)6 52 06 22 79
UK: 0044 (0)7448 466 662

Web: www.versineer.com
Email: enquiries@versineer.com
Siret: 498 843 051 00018

10 € / half day
Call Jane:

05 55 00 34 79/06 18 58 93 88
or Emily: 06 71 15 15 65
waggingtails87@hotmail.com
Siret: 792 142 341 00017

Your
advert
here
06 04 17 80 93

Building
Services
Carpenters/Joiners

Carpenter
All types
Best Rates
Available Immediately
References available
Call Mark:

06 45 82 34 03
Siret 798 692 778 00011

ELECTRICIAN/PLUMBER
FROM SMALL REPAIRS
TO COMPLETE INSTALLATIONS
BOILER SERVICING
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FULLY INSURED - BASED DEPT 23
lorrainemquintana@gmail.com

05 55 62 63 82

siret: 829 638 741 00019

Animals & Pets
Building Services
Chimney Sweeps
Computers, TV & Satellite
Food & Drink
Garden Services
Gifts & Crafts
Handholding & Language

SKILLED JOINER
Will Fit For You:

•Stairs (can custom build)
•Doors •Windows •Fitted Kitchens
•Floors (wooden, laminate, etc.)
•Fitted Wardrobes & Cupboards
Over 40 years experience

CALL: 06 80 58 06 08
Siret: 492 869 649 00029

CARPENTER
AND BUILDER
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP SINCE 1986

Portfolio available to view at

www.jonesentreprise.com
Jeff Jones: 05 55 62 46 21
Mob: 06 38 25 74 62
email: jones23entreprise@orange.fr
siret: 810 322 123 00011
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Building Services
Electricians
& Plumbers
Maurice Baynes

PLUMBING
& HEATING

Domestic and commercial
Bathroom design
and installation
Heating systems
Tiling and full fit out
Fully Insured
All areas covered
mauricepbaynes@gmail.com

Tel: 07 87 01 70 30
siret: 887 841 088 00016

CARPENTRY & JOINERY
Tim Smith

SALAMANDRE

see main ad - pg 4

Keith SLOPER

06 71 00 04 44
Darren Piper

Carpentry &

Building Services
Qualified craftsman with over
20 years experience running his own
business in the UK - Specializing in:
 Decking (all shapes and designs)
 Renovations, alterations & conversions
 Kitchens  Bathrooms Roofs
Based in Sigoulès and covering
Eymet, Bergerac, Duras & surroundings
FREE QUOTES

e: darren.piper@hotmail.com

06 89 18 35 89
Siret: 847 651 072 00013

électricité

Tel: 05 55 64 94 20
Mob: 07 86 38 09 61
* Qualified electrician
* All types of electrical
works carried out
* Free estimates
* Fault finding
* Consuel certification arranged
* Temporary and permanent
EDF supplies arranged
* Departments 23 and 87
No Siret: 494 916 760 00015

CONFORELEC

06 32 81 13 15
see main ad - pg 4

Entreprise
Electricité Générale
All aspects of electrical
works undertaken
Departments 36, 23, 87 & 86
UK / French Satellite and TV
Aerial installations
Décennale insured

06 16 91 64 67

contact@reactive-resource.com
www.reactive-resource.com
Siren: 808 481 170

INSTALLATION23
Qualified & specialising in:
• Electricity
• Plumbing
• Small renovations
(bathrooms, kitchens, etc.)

Fully registered & insured
English & Dutch spoken
Based in the east of Creuse
Call or email Rob:
E: installation23@gmail.com

M: 06 40 56 96 12
Siret: 753 054 030 00014

Carlos

Electrician/Plumber
05 55 62 63 82
see main ad below

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93

Purple Solutions
Garden Maintenance
Do you have a garden? Home, cottage or holiday home?
Call us on 06 72 87 87 14 or contact us via
Facebook or email - Leave details and job description.

Recently re-located to Confolens
and looking for customers
purplesolutionsgardenmaintenance
email: sryanhill@rocketmail.com
siret: 825 351 836 00010
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SOS Admin - The best in hand-holding services

M

Building
Services
Fosses Septiques

LVL

Les Vidanges Limousines
▪ Emptying septic tanks
▪ Unblocking pipes
▪ Cleaning wells
▪ Group rates available
between neighbours
Call David - 24/24 7/7

06 49 66 44 25
87800 Jourgnac
Siret N° 750 725 780 00019

Aquatiris

Ecological Septic Tanks
www.aquatiris.fr
06 95 09 13 71 - pg 6

holiday feeling and the realisation
dawns of what needs to done in
order to integrate into the French
system from an administrative
point of view.
Whilst there are some people
that take this on themselves, to
many others it can feel an almost
impossible task. The language
barrier alone is daunting, but
dealing with bureaucracy takes it
another level and many feel they
need help and support navigating
the vast sea of French red tape.

Building
Services
General
SVH
CONSTRUCTION

All building work undertaken
No job too small
City & Guilds and NVQ
Qualified tradesman
Over 35 years experience
in the construction industry
Based in dept. 23

Mob: 07 85 51 42 66
Tel: 05 55 83 04 11

stevehow101@googlemail.com
Siret: 848 602 934 00012

Much of this is now only possible
online, the famous ANTS system
for one.
Over the years I have experienced
the frustration of French red tape
and I understand perfectly from
my own experience how hard it
is, so my goal as a hand-holder is
to take the burden away from you
and help you through the jungle
of administration. To date I have
helped many many clients with all
kinds of issues, applications for
health care, problems with CPAM,
CAF, utilities and much more.
My experience gives me the
tools and capability to help you with
almost anything. Your journey with
me will be efficient, confidential
and a great weight will be lifted
from your shoulders.
If you need help, please do not
hesitate to contact me by phone or
email. ■

Nigel’s Handyman
Services
Based near Beynac/Sarlat (24)

Garden/General Maintenance,
Metal Repairs, Property Maintenance,
Small Odd Jobs & General DIY
A friendly & experienced service,
all enquiries welcome

Tel: 06 02 16 76 37

Email: jillcarney68@aol.co.uk
siret 848 588 919 00011

Dan Dan
the odd Job Man!

Based near Bergerac
General Maintenance - Shelving
Woodwork and Carpentry
Dry Walling - Small odd Jobs
Garden Maintenance

Tel: 06 78 67 02 91
www.oddjobs.fr

siret: 831 746 193 00018

oving homes is very
stressful at any time,
but to move your home
to another country,
another culture is a different
experience altogether. People
move to France for many reasons,
the love of the lifestyle and culture,
to follow their dreams or start life
anew are just some examples.
I
remember
vividly
the
excitement of arriving in France in
February 2003, - 14° and sunny.
Our children were very excited
too, discovering the house and
choosing their bedrooms, etc. So
much to do!!!!
At first, this new journey is filled
with excitement and anticipation of
discovering your new home and
surroundings... it can feel like an
extended holiday!
Eventually, this feeling subsides,
reality takes the place of the

Fosse Septique 23 Davis & Davis Construction
35 years' Experience in Construction,
Steve. JOHNS. SARL
La Noneix

Fosse Septique Specialists
Planning permission arranged
Design and installation
Supply and servicing
DIY and trade kits
Free site visit and devis

05.55.64.11.73
06.70.47.52.96
siret: 824 706 444 00018

Renovation & Project Management
Quality Workmanship Guaranteed
Internal/ External Developments

Barn conversions, loft conversions, new-build,
drylining, plastering, rendering, spray
rendering, tiling, installation of kitchens/
bathrooms, painting, carpentry, replacement
doors & windows, velux installation, groundworks, landscaping, decking & much more...

No job too big (or small). Give us a
call for a free competitive quote.

05 19 03 33 63 / 06 04 13 30 57
email: davis-davis@sfr.fr

Based near Limoges - Covering depts 87, 23 & 19
Siret: 498 203 652 00017

SOS Admin - John Pullen
06.13.28.59.81
www.sosadmin.fr
johnpullen.sos@gmail.com
Siret: 450 079 777 00022

STEVE'S
PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE
Roofing,
Building,
Renovations,
Plastering & stud walls,
... and more!
Fully insured.
e: lowe.steven@orange.fr

t: 05 55 50 52 02
m: 07 66 52 33 47
siret: 842 233 108 00013

PARQUET
WOOD FLOOR
● Renovation

● Machine Cleaning (also terraces)
● Dust Free Sanding

& Property Services

Established, Professional and
Personal Building Services. Fully
registered with décennale
insurance covering all works.

●Renovations
●New builds ●Roofing
●Stonework ●Carpentry
●Ground works

Large or small projects undertaken
- please view our website.
Contact: Paul or Joanne Rands

05.55.66.44.06
www.lanoneix.com
Paul.rands@orange.fr
SIRET: 501 144 596 00019

Alexander Kopp

07 86 08 87 91

parquetparfait@gmail.com

www.parquet-parfait.fr
Siret: 852 127 794 00018

A Horrocks & Son
Building and restoration work

06 26 97 28 54
see main ad below

S.M.C SERVICES

Excavator with Driver
0044 (0)7831 121 019
see main ad - pg 4

The Reclamation Yard
Confolens

05 45 30 72 04

see main ad - pg 4

HANDYMAN/DIY
Can I help you with those jobs
you don't want to do?

• Painting/Decorating • Labouring
• Pressure Washing • General DIY
No job too small, just give me a call!!
All areas covered - Based nr Aubusson (23)

05 55 83 02 77 / 06 30 90 58 90
jonathanpiddock@orange.fr
Siret: 523 955 151 00015

Your
advert
here
06 04 17 80 93
CONTINUED
NEXT PAGE...

To advertise in The Bugle Business Directory, call 06 04 17 80 93
DAVID CARDWELL
PROFESSIONAL

BUILDER

Home renovations / Ground works
Block works / Verandas, Abris & Terraces
Barn doors & Shutters
Also available: digger & driver
Planning permission assistance and design available
HNC and ONC qualified, 15 years experience & 7 in France
Based near Lubersac (dept 19)
Tel: 05 55 98 24 12 - Mob: 07 82 78 01 31
Email: dave.cardwell@yahoo.co.uk

18 ♦ DIRECTORY
Building
Services
General
WASTE REMOVAL
SERVICES

• house/barn clearance
(pre sale / post sale)
• garden/land clearance
• dechetterie runs
• rubbish removal
Specialist equipment available:
• tractor with flail mower,
rotavator, etc.
• vehicle with 1.5 tonne crane

05 55 37 45 35

wasteremovalmultiservices@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/willwhiting87/
siret 532 981 198 00015

Entreprise
Hines

Building & Renovation
● Roofing - New & Repairs
● Masonry
● Plastering
● Dry Lining
● Sand Blasting
● Scaffold Hire
● ... and much, much more

40 years qualified experience

05.55.89.69.46
www.entreprisehines.com
robert.hines@orange.fr
SIRET: 503 169 237 00016

Max Huggett

Experienced and fully
registered builder with 10
year Décennale Insurance
Offering a broad selection of building
services in depts. 87, 19 & 23.
From one off installations to complete
renovations, construction, decorating,
landscaping and ground works.
E: info@maxhuggett.com

T: 05 55 69 37 64
M: 06 86 62 59 37

www.maxhuggett.com

English & French spoken - Siret: 518 511 340 00011

Your
advert
here
06 04 17 80 93
sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93
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Can your
business fill
this space?
Give us a call or send
us an email:
sales@thebugle.eu

06 04 17 80 93

Masonry
& More

General building
Renovation , Roofing
Reliable, good quality work
30 years exp
Scaffold Hire
Martin Sprague

05 55 61 93 07

martin_sprague_1@ hotmail.com
SIRET: 531 768 182 00010

Building
Services
Groundworks
RSW Entreprises

Cherry
Picker
Services

14.5 metres on a van
lasout@live.com

Tel: 09 66 03 52 89
Call for a quote

Please mention
The Bugle when
responding to adverts

Building
Services
Painters/Decorators
Nicholas
Collyer
All aspects of
Interior and
Exterior
decorating

30+ years' experience
Spraying service available
for large areas

T: 09 88 19 14 05
M: +44 (0)7885 694 313
collyer23360@gmail.com
siret: 883 596 157 00015

Dave Cardwell - Builder

Your
advert
here

See our Display Ad pg 17

06 04 17 80 93

Building
Services
Lifts & Scaffolding

Building
Services
Plasterers

Fosse Septiques/Micro stations

05.55.80.00.57

See our Display Ad - pg 3

05 55 98 24 12

ANGLO
SCAFFOLDING
HIRE
UK scaffolding supplied and
erected here in France
Qualified and fully insured
FREE no obligation quotes
Call Ian on

06 34 24 64 11

or find us on Facebook:
@angloscaffolding

Email: akbrunnstrom@yahoo.co.uk
SIRET: 799 067 939 00014

Able
Plastering

French registered plasterer
with over 30 years’ experience
All internal and
external works covered
Plastering
(English and French plaster)
Rendering
Concreting
Floor Screeding
Stud Partitioning
Lime Mortar Pointing

Tel: 05 55 62 12 39
Mobile: 06 06 41 10 30
Siret: 527 906 614 00013

Building
Services
Roofing
MUMFORD TOITURE
Roofing & Plastering/
Plasterboarding Service

25+ years roofing experience
All aspects of roofing, large or small
15+ years experience plastering/boarding
Fully registered and insured
Trading in France since 2007
Call Mark for a free quotation

05 55 44 71 44 / 06 78 60 96 16
mumford.toiture@gmail.com
Siret No. 493 159 412 00011

Chimney
Sweeps
& Firewood
Chimney Sweeping
• Flue ways cleared
• Birds nests, vermin
& debris removed
• Smoke evacuation & gas
tightness tests
• Official certificates of cleaning
issued (Certificat de Ramonage)

www.stovesellers.com

05 55 63 78 72
Siren: 502 409 949

La Petite Ramoneur

THE LADY
SWEEP
Established since 1986

Brush & Vacuum
All types of chimney
Fully Insured
Call Ruth Langston

02 54 31 48 50
06 25 61 84 95 (SMS only)

Stephen Wisedale

WiFi Anglais

Keeping you connected!
We aim to solve your Internet and
Wi-Fi problems… call us now!
Wi-Fi networks for homes, gîtes
and small businesses.
Outdoor Wi-Fi 4G Internet

www.wifianglais.com
Email: hello@wifianglais.com
Tel: 05 53 30 23 96
Mob: 07 78 52 20 46
Siret: 800 525 040 00013

GOODWIN
SATELLITE

SALES & INSTALLATION OF ALL SATELLITE
SYSTEMS & AERIALS. FAULT FINDING.
Dept 23 & surrounding areas

Tel: 05 55 62 05 61
Mob: 06 52 38 67 65

Email: garygoodwin121@gmail.com
siret: 453 067 910 00019

Harlequin
Satellite TV

English Free to Air
Satellite TV... Freesat
French Satellite TV... TNT
English Subscription TV
Full installation service
DIY Kits
Dishes realigned/upgraded
Trouble shooting
Covering16, 23, north 24,
36, east 86, & 87

06.06.60.46.97
harlequintv1@gmail.com
www.harlequintv.com
SIRET: 494.501.067.00016

Food &
Drink

siret 504 218 454 00016

Carrefour du
Bois Limousin

www.chauffagebois-limousin.com
05 55 63 72 45 - see ad pg 2

Computers,
TV &
Satellite
For all your TV
and satellite
installations and repairs
(Sky TV, Internet etc.)
Call Patrice:

06.79.07.91.56

libre.antenne87@gmail.com
Fast dependable service
Based Séreilhac (87)
siret: 353 613 227 00035

British Market Stall
facebook.com/britishmarketstall
+33 (0)6 79 23 57 09 +33 (0)7 69 14 49 73
see main ad - pg 2

Try Something Different

Chez Jacques
Marsac (23)
• Cosy atmosphere
• Speciality Crêpes
• Large burger menu
• Around 115 single malt whiskies
• Selection of bottled British ales
• Book corner, pool table
• "Mouclade" nights
• Curry nights

05 87 40 02 83
closed Wednesdays
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5 misconceptions about working with a Financial Adviser
Rosemary Sheppard, Senior International Financial Adviser
Technical jargon

T

here are plenty of myths
and
misconceptions
surrounding the financial
advice service, some of
which can be off-putting to those
who are new to the process, so
what can you expect working with a
financial adviser to look like?
You must be wealthy
One of the most common
misconceptions about working
with an adviser is that you have to
be in possession of a lot of assets
or money to work with one. Whilst
this might have been true 20 to 30
years ago, it is certainly not the case
anymore. Financial advisers not
only advise on managing wealth,
but also on debt management and
prevention, saving, mortgages
and estate planning; services
that are applicable to the average
individual, not just the wealthy.
Fundamentally, the aim of a
financial adviser is to help you
gain wealth and improve your
financial position – insight from an

DAN DAN THE PIE MAN
Home-made Pies & Pasties

06 73 37 45 01
see main ad - pg 6

Thé Bonbons Cadeaux
Magnac-Laval (87190)

06 72 38 82 20
see main ad - pg 4

Garden
Services

People are often concerned they
might not necessarily be able to
follow the advice of their adviser
as the process might be overly
complicated or inaccessible to those
who are unfamiliar with financial
terms. This could not be further
from the truth. The financial advice
process is designed with the client’s
accessibility in mind; it is broken
down and presented in a clear and
comprehensible way that makes it
digestible even for those who have
a very basic understanding of the
world of finance. If you are ever
unsure or confused about something,
ask your adviser straight away and
they will be able to clarify for you.
It’s not worth the money
Understandably, a lot of people
are hesitant to spend their money
on advice from an adviser when
they feel they could learn how
to invest and manage their assets
themselves. Whilst it is always good
to develop your understanding of
personal finance, it is unlikely that
any amount of googling will be a
substitute for the knowledge and
insight of an experienced financial
adviser. Not only do advisers often
pay for their own fees several times

SIMPLY
PAYSAGE
Un Jardin, Une envie...
C'est Simply

Landscaping and maintenance
of garden spaces
State diploma
17 years' practical experience
Fluent in French and English

Tel: 06 50 57 86 77

over in financial gains or savings,
but they also help you to prevent
making any mistakes which could
cost you a lot more. Investment in
any capacity is a risk and paying to
drastically reduce that risk for your
financial security and peace of mind
is a price worth paying.
Lose autonomy/control
over finances
For those who prefer autonomy
over their finances, the thought of
putting control of them into someone
else’s hands can be daunting and
unappealing. Even clients who prefer
to take more of a backseat position
in the management of their assets
would probably be averse to feeling
as if they have minimal control
over their finances. With a financial
adviser, this is not something to be
concerned about at all. The process
is very much team-orientated and
absolutely nothing will be invested
or decided without your approval.
You can be as involved as you wish
with your asset management and
your adviser will ensure regular
meetings to assess your objectives
and check you are happy with how
everything is going.
Only for those
over a certain age
One of the most frequent
misconceptions concerning financial

Team Jardin
www.teamjardin.fr

Reliable, professional and
friendly garden services.
Garden Maintenance. Land Clearance.
Garden Construction.
Bespoke long-term maintenance plans.
Tel: 05 55 37 18 03
Mob: 06 33 66 17 45
e-mail: darren@teamjardin.fr
Siret No. 752 549 907 00018

Gifts &
Crafts

Siret: 797 470 903 00031
Simon Thomas

Garden & Pool
Maintenance
Taking care of your garden
all year round
Based near Les Eyzies/
Sarlat/Montignac (24)
▪ Lawn mowing
▪ Leaf blowing
▪ Strimming/clearance etc
▪ Pool cleaning and testing
All enquiries welcome

Tel: 07 51 23 82 72

Email: stdordogne@gmail.com
Siret: 793 744 947 00029

Purple Solutions
Garden Maintenance

06 72 87 87 14
see main ad - pg 16

Maintenance gardener
Stephen Grendon

Need some advice?
Too much like hard-work?
30 years of experience

TEL: 06 72 11 62 15
stengrendon1@gmail.com
Based in St-Julien-le-Petit (87460), covering
St. Léonard, Peyrat, Eymoutiers, Bujaleuf.
siret: 839 102 415 00016

Frederic Jardinage
All garden maintenance
• hedge cutting
• strimming
• lawn mowing
• seasonal pruning
• green waste clearance

Tel: 06 37 97 84 93

Email: packhamfred@gmail.com
siret: 881 266 761 00017

Cards et Cartes

Quality English
& French greeting cards
from 1.85 €
www.cardsetcartes.com
info@cardsetcartes.com

advice is that it is only for those who
are older and are nearing retirement
or are thinking about managing their
inheritance. Again, this could not be
further from the truth. Working with
an adviser from a younger age means
you can benefit from their services
for longer, not just towards the end
of your life. Whilst retirement is
one of the life events that trigger the
need for financial advice for many,
there are other occasions where an
adviser can be incredibly useful. If
you are looking to get a mortgage or
invest a large sum of money from an
inheritance, then financial advice can
be imperative to avoid making costly
mistakes. There is no minimum age
where advice concerning finances is
not beneficial; the younger you start
considering your financial future the
better-.
The most important part of
working with an adviser is finding
one who is right for you and who
specialises in the area you require
help with, be that investment, estate
planning or retirement. If you would
like to take the first step towards
achieving your financial objectives
with the help of an adviser, contact
us today by email: Rosemary.
sheppard@blacktowerfm.com, visit
our website www.blacktowerfm.
com or call me on 06 38 86 99 70.
This article is based on the opinion of the financial adviser and author, and does not reflect the views

Tel: 06 38 86 99 70
rosemary.sheppard@blacktowerfm.com
www.blacktowerfm.com
of Blacktower. The above information is based on current legislation
which is subject to change and does
not constitute as investment advice,
or investment research and you
should seek advice from a professional adviser before embarking on
any financial planning activity.
Blacktower Insurance Agents &
Advisors Ltd is regulated in Cyprus by the Insurance Companies
Control Service and registered
with ORIAS in France. Blacktower Financial Management (Cyprus) Ltd is regulated in Cyprus
by the Cyprus Securities & Exchange Commission and is registered with the AMF in France.

FRENCH LESSONS

Handholding &
Language
Services

Via Skype

with a native French speaker
Why commute? Long distance
learning is the answer!
C’est simple, call Sophie...

Jenny Homer BA Hons, PGCE

Online French Tuition

06 61 56 47 17
scarolinea@yahoo.fr

No masks, no coats, no travel!
New Year's Resolution?
Come out of Covid
with confident French

I offer weekly small group lessons at a level
to suit you. My priority is to help you gain
confidence in speaking and understanding French.
My teaching in now only online, but students'
progress has been impressive.
Stuck for a Christmas or birthday gift for a
friend, your family or yourself?
The perfect answer:
a gift voucher for online lessons

Email: homer.jennifer@gmail.com

siret: 490 323 243 00025

adviser can be beneficial to anyone
in any financial position.

https://homerjennifer.wixsite.com/website

Siret No: 508 062 734 00019

Your
advert
here
06 04 17 80 93

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93
CONTINUED
NEXT PAGE...

To advertise in The Bugle Business Directory, call 06 04 17 80 93
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ADVERTORIAL

“SolarVenti”- the solar solution to damp and humidity

A

simple solar energy
system that runs on its
own, even when you
are not there! – And provides a
free heat supplement in winter.
The Solarventi air panel was
invented more than 20 years
ago by Hans Jørgen Christensen, from Aidt Miljø, with
the backing of the Danish
government. He wanted to use
the sun’s energy for airing and
ventilation of the thousands
of holiday homes on the West
coast of Jutland, - houses that
were left empty and unheated
for long periods - houses with
damp problems, mould and
bad odours - houses that left
their owners with discomfort,
lots of work and expense. He
wanted a system that would
be safe, simple, without the
need for radiators, water and/
or mains electricity. Slowly
but surely, the first Solarventi

model came together.
How it works
The principle behind Solarventi is simple: a small, builtin, solar cell powers a 12V fan
that is connected to an air vent,
a control unit and an on/ off
switch.
Whenever the sun shines, the
air in the solar panel is heated
and the fan, receiving power
from the solar cell, introduces
warm, dry air into your home
at the rate of 20 to 100 cubic
metres per hour.
The initial models were
more than capable of keeping
the cottages dry (and ventilated), even with the limited sunshine hours available in Denmark during the winter season.
Since that time, the technology
has really come along in leaps
and bounds. Now, more than
20 years later, the 3rd and 4th

Health
& Beauty

generation Solarventi have exceeded all expectations.
In Southern Europe, Solarventi is not only used for
ventilation/dehumidification
purposes; with far more winter
sunshine hours, it also provides
a substantial heating supplement. Several technical and
governmental studies show
that incoming air temperature
can be increased by as much as
40°C.
A DIY Solution?
The installation process is
very straightforward and should
only take two or three hours. All
that is needed is a drill, hammer
and chisel to make a hole in the
wall. Roof installations are also
possible. In fact, the Solarventi
was originally designed to be a
DIY product - in Scandinavia it
still is.
There are no electrical or

Taxation
Specialists Ltd
www.taxspec.com

French & UK tax returns - see pg 11

FRENCH HEALTHCARE
ALL YOU NEED TO KNOW
Have everything explained by

EVELYNE DROUIN

Property
Sales &
Maintenance

(fully bilingual)

Healthcare specialist:
Mutuelle cover for
individuals
and businesses

35% off all new mutuelle
top-up policies
Ask me about FUNERAL COVER
Contact Evelyn, your Englishspeaking advisor, for information:
email: evelyne.drouin@axa.fr
tel : 06 76 46 13 43

Mobile hairdresser
Covering all of La Creuse!

Call Teddy:

06 15 78 18 04- pg 10

Chez Boutique

Formerly La Petite Place

05.55.60.08.46

See our Display Ad - pg 15

Insurance
& Finance

Creuse Property Care

Caring for
your home in
France when
you can’t
be there

Garden & Pool Maintenance
General Maintenance & Small
Renovation work including
plasterboarding, tiling, painting, etc.
Changeovers/House Cleaning
Ad-hoc Assistance
References available
Contact Mark or Trudy...

T: 05 55 67 90 47 / P: 06 40 75 74 47
E: marktrudy0506@gmail.com
W: www.creusepropertycare.com
Siret: 479 965 758 00028

La Conciergerie
Taking care of your home all
year round providing you with a
wintering service, managing your
summer rentals or organising a
happy holiday for you.

www.laconciergerie-housekeeping.com

24600 Villetoureix
laconciergerie24@orange.fr
Tel: 06 42 67 94 50
siret: 840 556 228 00010 - APE 9609Z

The Spectrum IFA Group

Tony Farrell

International Financial Adviser

Cendrillon
06 83 66 83 09

water connections and it can be
safely left running, even when
the property is empty. Solarventi requires no maintenance
- if the property is unoccupied
during the hot summer months,
then it can be left running at
low speeds for ventilation and
dehumidification purposes or
simply switched off.
With a range of panel sizes, and the option for wall or
roof mounting, Solarventi is
suitable for all types of buildings, caravans or even boats!!
Following the patenting of its
design in 2001, Solarventi has
only recently been actively
commercialized. Over the last
six years, Solarventi units have
been installed in more than 24
countries and demand is increasing rapidly. From Greenland to Australia, Solarventi is
finally getting the recognition
it deserves. ■

All Property Diagnostics
for Sales/Rentals
Energy Performance (DPE),
Asbestos, Lead, Electricity,
Gas, Termites, Risks/Pollution,
Measurements

Agence Eleonor

Warmflow

'Gite and Tidy'

Property management
All properties looked after,
main residences, holiday homes & gîtes.
Changeovers, cleaning,
tidy ups, maintenance, gardening,
swimming pools, etc.
Single or regular visits.
House and Barn clearances.
Oradour-sur-Vayres (87150).
Fully insured - references available.

www.giteandtidy.com
05 44 20 21 77 (Home)
06 06 40 81 07 (Portable)

The next generation of oil boilers

see main ad - pg 8

see main ad - pg 11

05 53 60 84 88
see main ad - pg 5 & 12

Your
advert
here
06 04 17 80 93
Retail &
Commerce

Siret 530 213 644 00012

Can your
business fill
this space?

Freephone: 08 05 69 23 23

06 04 17 80 93

05.55.63.78.72

Offices in Eymet, Villeréal, St. Cyprien,
Monpazier, Bergerac, Lalinde and Issigeac

www.leggettfrance.com

www.diagamter.com

Rosemary Sheppard

see main ad - pg 3

See our Display Ad - pg 9

See our references on:

sales@thebugle.eu

06 38 86 99 70 - pg 6

see main ad - pg 2

www.arcadimmo.com

LEGGETT IMMOBILIER

Beaux Villages Immobilier
www.beauxvillages.com

Stove
Sellers
www.stovesellers.com

Contact : 06 28 94 24 00 or
philippe.andre@diagamter.com

Blacktower

Financial Managment Group

Arcad'Immo
05 53 27 14 34

www.agence-eleonor.com

Give us a call or send
us an email:

see main ad - pg 15

...and enquiries south of the A89 contact
Alan Lawson on 07.81.41.55.66

Fluent English speaking.
Technical comments and
advice possible

www.marcdeschamps.com

05 55 89 57 94 - see pg 2

For enquiries north of the A89 contact
Arthur Smith on 06.06.60.46.97

bookstop
English second-hand books
Tea room
Art exhibitions

09 51 45 57 49

bookstop24@gmail.com
facebook.com/bookstop24
19 rue Victor Hugo,
24310 Brantôme

Fabrica

Mobilier - Cuisines - Décoration
www.fabrica.boutique
see main ad - pg 10

www.warmflow.co.uk

Beaumont

Cuisines - Intérieurs - Desig

www.agencebeaumont.com
see main ad - pg 7

Scrap &
Clearance

House
and Barn
Clearances
Genuine/Reliable/Honest
Fast & efficient service
All areas covered

05 44 20 21 77
06 06 40 81 07
www.frenchvanman.eu
Siret 530 213 644 00012

Your
advert
here
06 04 17 80 93

To advertise in The Bugle Business Directory, call 06 04 17 80 93
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Cash paid
for scrap

All Limousin covered
Anything considered
Any quantity

Tel: 05 55 37 45 35
Mob: 06 74 21 47 71
www.facebook.com/willwhiting87/
siret 532 981 198 00015

OLD'S
HEIGHT

inc. Junque and Disorderly

Antiquités agricoles
I will buy just about anything in your barn:
agricultural machinery, cars,motorbikes,
lorries, pushbikes, old wrought ironwork,
oil cans, signs, timberwork and doors...
in fact, anything!! Just think...
that rubbish could earn you cash!!

CALL: 0633 847 699
in rust we trust
siret: 511 127 763 00015

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93

Can your
business fill
this space?
Give us a call or send
us an email:
sales@thebugle.eu

06 04 17 80 93

Buggs Car Hire
Bergerac & Limoges Airports

www.buggscarhire.com
see main ad - pg 7 & 12

anxious? stressed?
feeling down?
call us up!

01 46 21 46 46
3 - 11pm daily
Confidential & Non-profit

www.soshelpline.org

International Removals

www.watsoneuropean.co.uk
see main ad - pg 9

Transport,
Removals
& Storage
Transition Removals
(+33) 05 55 34 19 46

www.transitionremovals.net
see main ad - pg 4

Local and European Removals
France to France, Spain,
Portugal, Italy etc
We Offer:
Removals, Storage, House Clearance,
also Car, Caravan, Plant Transport.
French Registered, Professional,
Friendly Service.

+33 (0)6 73 96 38 39

Please mention
The Bugle when
responding to adverts

Franklins
Removals

Your
advert
here

A family business offering a quality, professional service since 1985

06 04 17 80 93

Central
France
Storage

Support

SOS Help

Watson European

www.centralfrancestorage.com
Dry, safe & secure storage
Brexit Busting Prices!!
Vehicle storage options
We also do internal moves!
14.5m cherry picker available

Tel: 09 66 03 52 89

www.dordognestoragesolutions.com

Email: lasout@live.com

siret: 801 146 325 00015

siret: 494 123 847 00019

Contact Stephen or Ben:
0044 121 353 7263
sales@franklinsremovals.co.uk
www.franklinsremovals.co.uk
see main ad - pg 10

Can your
business fill
this space?
Give us a call or send
us an email:
sales@thebugle.eu

06 04 17 80 93

SALES@THEBUGLE.EU

06 04 17 80 93

Advertising in The Bugle Business Directory
Advertising your business couldn’t be easier. Text only, boxed listings are available in our Business Directory from just €12.50/month.
Alternatively, why not spotlight your business with an Advertorial, available from 1/6 Page (€50 HT) up to Full Page (€300 HT).
Both Directory Adverts and Advertorials represent a cost effective way to put your brand in front of 75,000 pairs of eyes each month!!

For more information on any of our advertising options, please feel free to give us a call
on 06 04 17 80 93 or send an email to sales@thebugle.eu

6-Month Contract

12-Month Contract

Small b&w Directory Ad

€100

€150

Large b&w Directory Ad

€130

€195

Small Colour Directory Ad

€140

€210

Large Colour Directory Ad

€180

€270

All prices exclude TVA (20%)

Directory Advertising is available either in black and white or colour, and in either small (30 words max) or large (45 words max) format.
Directory adverts may only contain text (small logos may be allowed when supplied). The minimum contract length is 6 months.

Advertising is payable on publication. All prices are HT.

Large Directory Ad
46mm x 71mm
(Actual Size)
45 words max
Small Directory Ad
46mm x 46mm
(Actual Size)

30 words max
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CANCER SUPPORT FRANCE
Charente Plus

Les petits jardiniers du Limousin

We are a gardening association based in the Mairie at St. Amand le Petit, between Eymoutiers and Peyrat le Château.
We hold monthly meetings on the third Thursday of the month, starting at 2.30 pm. Meetings are held in English,
but we can also present topics in French. We have lots of different nationalities amongst our members. Our aim is to
provide and promote opportunities for people to develop their interest and knowledge in horticulture and gardening
and related topics in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere. In-house workshop meetings, external speakers and visits are
on our agenda.
During Covid-19, we were not been able to have meetings and kept in touch with members and friends via Facebook.
This has become a very popular feature so do have a look at our Facebook page, "Les petits jardiniers du Limousin",
where people post photos of their garden, ask questions, share information and keep in contact on a casual, friendly
basis.
Our meeting agenda remains subject to any Covid-19 regulations and restrictions in place at that time:

16 Mar
		
21 Apr
19 May
16 Jun

2022
Divide and multiply your plants,
followed by Show Preparation
Visit to Limoges Botanical Gardens
Visit to Cité des Insectes
Visit to Custos Apium

21 Jul
18 Aug
04 Sep
20 Oct
24 Nov
08 Dec

Free confidential support for Englishspeaking people touched by cancer
Volunteers & Active Listeners needed (full training will be given)
If you are interested please email: bloomdenis@outlook.com

CSF 24 HOUR HELPLINE - 0800 24 02 00
email: csfcharenteplus@gmail.com
Facebook : Cancer Support France - Charente-Plus

Permaculture
Car rally followed by lunch
Annual Show
AGM followed by 'House Plants'
Upcycling in the Garden
Christmas Party

affiliated to

Cancer Support
Haute-Vienne

Your local Association
supporting English speakers touched by cancer
in departments 87, 23, 19 & 36

Members and supporters of our Association will receive emails about forthcoming meetings. If you would like to
be on our mailing list then please email me with your name and email address. I shall be very happy to add you
to the list and you will receive all future notifications. In the meantime... happy gardening.
For any further information contact Carolyn at pjlimousin@gmail.com

HELPLINE 0800 240 200
www.cshautevienne.org

Rufus
This beautiful boy is Rufus and he is an Anglo cross hound
around 5 years old.

CHARITY SHOP

Do please come in and visit us.
We are located at:
3 rue Nationale, 16150 Chabanais
(Entrance opposite the Mairie,
we are on the first floor upstairs)

Rufus came to the refuge 3 months ago after he was found
wandering and no one cared enough to claim him.
He is a very sweet boy, a little shy when he first meets you but
when he does get to know you he is actually very loving. He
enjoys his walks and gets on with other dogs, as long as they
are kind to him. We don't know about cats as yet.
Rufus needs a family with a calm environment and if possible,
the company of another dog, so he can learn that life really
can be wonderful. He will surely make someone the best
companion, all he needs is a chance.
If you think you can help Rufus then please contact:
SPA de Creuse (Guéret), 21 Le Clocher,
23000 Saint-Sulpice-le Guérétois
www.spa-creuse.com - email: spa.gueret@orange.fr

OPENING HOURS:
Tuesday & Wednesday 10 am – 4 pm
Sorry – no books or electrical goods

Peyrat Film Club

CLUBS, CHARITIES & ASSOCIATIONS

The CINEMA in Peyrat-le-Château, run by the volunteers of the
Association Bande Originale, regularly shows VOST films
(original version with French subtitles), especially for all the non-French
speakers in our region.

We have a comprehensive list of local
Clubs, Charities & Associations on our website:

In March we will be showing:

Nowhere Special – Saturday 5th, 17h
Moonfall – Saturday 12th, 17h
Boiling Point – Saturday 19th, 17h
Nightmare Alley – Saturday 26th, 17h15
Tickets from just €3.50!!
See our website for dates & times, etc
http://bandeoriginale.jimdo.com
Six Nations Rugby:
Wales vs France - Friday 11th March, 21h
France vs England - Saturday 19th March, 21h

EASY

MEDIUM

www.thebugle.eu/associations.php

If you are a member of an organisation and would like to
appear in our listings, please contact notices@thebugle.eu
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HARD

Past and Present Rotarians
We are a fellowship club for past or present members of
Rotary, Rotaract or Lions, who meet each month along
with spouse or partner for a social lunch at the Hotel
Kyriad near Bergerac.
For more information please email:
pastandpresentrotarians@gmail.com
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Music in the Dordogne sponsored by ARCADES
Join us for concerts in the air conditioned new hall in Le Buisson, mostly of classical music, with top class French,

English, Russian and other international performers. Concert tickets cost €15 including wine in the interval.
All events are organised by volunteers and serve as a meeting ground for the French and international communities
of the Dordogne, including ACIP and La Tulipe.

Venue - Le Buisson de Cadouin,
salle des fêtes, avenue Aquitaine

For more info, tel 06 31 61 81 68 or 05 53 23 86 22
or visit http://www.arcadesinfo.com/

Tuesday 15th March, 5 pm &
Saturday 19th March at 4 pm
Piano and Oboe Recitals by Yury
Ilynov and Svetlana Antcheva

Classical Concerts
« Chantemonde aux Couleurs Britanniques »
Saturday 26th March at 8:30 pm,
Temple de Bergerac
&
Sunday 27th March at 4 pm,
Église de Villamblard
From the English Renaissance to the Beatles, from Purcell to
Rutter, Handel to Elgar and from Ireland to Scotland, the
Chantemonde choir from Villamblard, accompanied by the chamber
orchestra Mascaret from Bordeaux, will take the audience on a
journey through time and space with an entirely British programme.
Conductor: Michèle Lhopiteau
Advance tickets 12 euros (tel 06 43 10 63 52),
15 euros on the door. Free for Under 12s.

Programme Tuesday:
Works by Saint-Saëns, Debussy, Mozart, Fauré and Poulenc

Programme Saturday:
Ravel, Liszt, Ranky, Tchaikovsky, Vladigerov and Morozov

Svetlana Ancheva was born in Rousse, Bulgaria. As a soloist in
most Bulgarian orchestras, she also participated in a large concert
tour with the Dublin Philharmonic in the United States and, in
the period 2012-2014, she was principal oboe in the orchestra
of the Chigiana Academy in Italy. She has participated in many
international festivals.
Yury ILYNOV, born in Volgograd, Russia, is a pianist, conductor,
currently working at the theatre and philharmonic of Altenburg
Gera in Germany. He was symphony conductor at the St. Petersburg
State Conservatory and founder of the Volgograd Children's
Symphony Orchestra which performed at Coventry Cathedral
in 2014. As a pianist, he has won first and second prizes in 11
competitions and as a guest conductor, he has appeared on the
podium in the UK, France, Belgium, Argentina, Ecuador, South Korea
and Bulgaria, including with the Sofia Philharmonic Orchestra.

Buying or Selling French Property?
Legal advice from English-speaking lawyers
Also the #1 portal for property auctions

www.frenchpropertylawyer.fr

05 55 82 18 99
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The Bugle Film Club
Thursday 10th March

What? The Last Duel
Where? Cinéma Sénéchal, 1 rue du Sénéchal,
23000 Guéret
When? 18h15, Thursday 10th March
How much? JUST €5

(mention The Bugle when purchasing your ticket)

For details of the Cinéma Sénéchal,
visit www.cinema-senechal.com
Details of each month's screening will be included in The Bugle,
but to receive emails about upcoming Film Club nights, please send an
email to editor@thebugle.eu quoting “Film Club” in the subject line,
and we will add you to our contact list.
(We promise not to send you any spam!!)

www.facebook.com/TheBugleFrance

