Public finally get to
see rare panda twins
Following the birth of twins in a French zoo
realier this year, the rare pandas were officially
introduced to the public in December >> Page 7

French border
passport stamps
Amid reports of fines for
breaking the 90-day-rule,
expats are being warned to
check their passports are not
being stamped >> Page 10

November 2016 - Issue #85

Limousin

Your local newspaper for life in France

January 2022 - Issue 147 - FREE!

New Caledonia to
stay part of France

>> continued on page 4

Brigitte Macron sues
over trans lies - pg 8

Bogdanoff twins both
die from Covid - pg 9

LFTs go on sale in
supermarkets - pg 9
Katerina Hlavata (Flickr)

N

had called for indigenous
Kanaks not to participate in
the vote, arguing that Covid –
which has disproportionately
affected Kanak and Pasifika
communities – had made proindependence campaigning
impossible, as entire villages
observe customary mourning
rites following a wave of
deaths in September. In
the end, turnout was just
over 40%, with 96.5%
of those polled rejecting
independence,
suggesting
that the boycott was largely
respected by the indigenous
communities. The boycott
looks certain to call the
validity of the result into
question and lead to further
calls for independence in the
future.
In the Belep Islands, where
the population is entirely
Kanak, not a single vote
was cast. “It’s very simple,”

New coin for French
EU presidency - pg 5

After sightings and attacks,
Limousin wolves are back - pg 3

In a third and final referendum,
New Caledonia has voted to remain
part of France, although proindependence groups boycotted the
controversial vote.
ew Caledonia
will remain
part
of
France for the
foreseeable
future after the “French
special collectivity” voted
against independence in a
third and final referendum on
the subject. Asked once again
“Do you want New Caledonia
to accede to full sovereignty
and become independent?”,
the “no” result will lead to
further controversy after proindependence groups largely
boycotted the vote.
Residents of the island
first voted to remain part of
France in 2018, with 56.4%
rejecting independence. This
winning margin had shrunk
to 53.3% in 2020 and the
December vote was widely
expected to be an even
tighter one.
The
pro-independence
Kanak
and
Socialist
Liberation Front (FLNKS)
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don't know if it's the
atmospheric
pressure,
technological gremlins
or simply operator error,
but for the last few weeks
I have been in what often
feels like mortal combat with my
internet connection. With so much
of life taking place online, a stable
internet connection is almost as
important for many as electricity
and hot water.
This battle is an old and
familiar one for us as a family
and there are very few things that
will boil my blood as quickly as
endlessly buffering pages and
dropped connections. Four years
ago, we moved from a very remote
part of rural Creuse, surrounded
by rolling hills covered with
Limousin cows, to the slightly
less rural Charente-Maritime,
surrounded again by rolling hills,
but this time covered with vines.
One of the big factors in the
move was finding somewhere
with good connectivity, both to
local services, but also to the
internet. Our Creusois house was
in a dreaded zone blanche... if we
all held hands and leant out the
window with wire coat hangers on
our heads, we could occasionally
achieve that elusive single bar

that would allow a text message
to be sent. We did have a phone
line, however, but we were so
far from the nearest exchange,
the data would travel out of the
copper pipes with all the force of a
dripping tap.
When we did eventually move,
the house we found had been a
holiday home for several years
and the previous occupants had
never hooked up a landline. No
problem, we thought, the region
is very well connected and online
research suggested there was
good coverage in the area.
Which is why it came as a
hammer blow to discover, only
after we had fallen in love with
the place and begun to plan the
Big Move, that our new village
was one of only a few in the
entire department with no viable
landline service! No need to
panic, we thought, the world had
moved on from cables and wires
and even faster speeds could be
achieved these days through the
ether via 4G.
Further research confirmed the
presence of a huge 4G tower just 7
kilometres away with transmitters
for all four of the big mobile
networks. The only snag: the
aforementioned rolling hills rolled
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in exactly the right configuration
to deflect almost all signal from
our village. A mere 500 metres in
either direction and the speeds are
the stuff of my dreams, but from
our actual house, it was back to
wire coat hangers and windows. I
sometimes wander down the lane
to do a speed test on my phone and
imagine what could have been.
After months of trial and error
tests, we did eventually find that
the signal from one operator could
be picked up in one corner of one
room. This is where the 4G router
lives to this day while we wait
patiently for - and I can only bring
myself to whisper its name for
fear I upset the data deities – fibre!
Fibre optic broadband: nirvana,
heaven, that blessed paradise of
unlimited data and high definition
streaming. Dare I dream?!
Rubbing salt into the wound,
we later discovered that our old
village was hooked up to fibre less
than a year after we left... one of
the first in the department to have
it!
In the meantime, we battle
the capricious 4G signal that,
in sporting terms, could be best
described as a “fair weather
golfer”. Too much wind, too
much rain, too many people on
the same cell tower and we are
always last in the queue for those
precious Megabits. “No, you've
frozen, hang up and I'll call you
back” is one of the most common
phrases uttered in this house. And
woe betide the child that tries to
launch Netflix while their mother
is surfing in the next door room.
My wife is a mild-mannered
woman, but once secured, she will

defend her bandwidth with all the
ferocity of a lion protecting its
kill.
It is a shame that it is such a
necessity and part of me does
yearn for simpler analog days.
I have not read it, but Danny
Wallace recently released a
hugely successful children's book
called “The Day the Screens
Went Blank” about a family's
adventures trying to check on
their Granny on the other side of
the country after all the devices
in the world stopped working
one morning. While Granny
had a landline, no one knew the
number and it was impossible to
find without a device, so off they
head in the car. It's a very good
concept for a children's story, but
worryingly dystopian to an adult.
I think the moral of the story is
that having no access to screens
turns out to not be that terrible
after all. To my shame, I have spent
many hours sat at a table with my

kids, scrolling away at nothing
in particular and not engaging
with them. Perhaps it wouldn't be
such a bad thing to just unplug
the router for a few weeks... I bet
the world would keep on turning
even if I didn't know what Twitter
thoughts Johnny Bunchanumbers
had posted about the latest Tory
scandal.
Many people will currently be
giving up alcohol for Dry January
and others will be abstaining
from other vices as part of their
New Year Resolutions. Why not
the internet? I suspect it would
be liberating. I'm sure I can find
someone on Insta who's tried and
can tell me all about it... brb.
Until next month,
Steve Martindale, Editor
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Looking for a vol
Wolves once again native to the Limousin
role to suit you w
F
living in France?
Following the second set of
sightings, the Haute-Vienne
chambre d’agriculture said
that, not only were they not
shocked, they were in fact
surprised it had taken this
long. “For us, this comes as
no surprise. We have already
raised the alert several times
these past few years... all we
needed was the photo!” said
the group's president, Émilie Ponse. “Along with our
colleagues in the Creuse and
Corrèze, we have now requested an assessment on the
risks posed by wolves to our
members. The potential cost
to businesses of protecting
against wolves is as much as
€200,000 each, without taking into account the stress to
herds and, of course, on the
farmers themselves.”
This danger was brought to
light just days later when ten
sheep were killed in two separate attacks near Chavanac,
on the Millevaches plateau
on the Corrèze/Creuse border.
During the second attack, in
which three sheep died, the

Citizens Advice is a long established cha
people in the UK with the problems they
range of subjects. The majority of our cli
advice over phone or video.

© Retron (WikiCommons)

ollowing years of rumours, hearsay and
potential sightings,
authorities in the
Limousin have now accepted
that, after a one hundred-year
absence, wolves are now native to the region. It would appear that a series of confirmed
sightings in Haute-Vienne and
Creuse, along with a number
of attacks on livestock in
northern Corrèze have finally
confirmed what many have
suspected for quite some time.
In early December, there
were a series of sightings of
a large “wolf-like” animal in
and around Champagnac-laRivière in the south of the
Haute-Vienne, and similar
reports days later near Ladignac-le-Long, twenty kilometres away. “The Office français de la biodiversité (OFB),
quickly confirmed the first
sighting was very probably a
wolf,” said the department's
prefecture in a statement. “It
is the first in more than a century, but has not come as a
great surprise.”
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>> continued from pg 1
said Roland Berlo, at the polling
station. “The Kanak people
were asked not to vote, and this
was followed. We did not vote
because we are in mourning. The
Kanak people are very united, in
the north, in the south, in the
islands. It has always been so.”
“I did not go to vote and I
will not today,” said Bernard
Christian, a Kanak inhabitant of
Mont-Dore. “I will not vote, in
a sign of solidarity with all the
Kanak community and because
the indigenous people have a
right to independence.”
There had been fears that
the final vote, whatever the
result, could result in violence.
In the month leading up to
the referendum, 2,000 French
military officers had arrived
in New Caledonia, along with
armoured vehicles and military
equipment. The sale of alcohol
was also banned while polls
were open, as was the carrying
of weapons used for hunting
and machetes used to chop
wood and coconuts.
“I hope everybody will
respect the non-violence call,
because we don’t want to
give the French military the
opportunity to demonstrate their
repressive power,” said Adolphe
Wamytan,
a
Saint-Louis
resident
and
independence
campaigner. “This referendum
does not resolve anything: we
the indigenous people will have
to be there and united for what’s
next and the negotiations to
come, but we’ll never give up

the idea of independence.”
France had resisted pressure
to delay the referendum from
across the region, including
from the Pacific Elders’ Voice,
a group of former presidents
and prime ministers of Pacific
nations, who wrote to Macron
urging him “to respect the
wishes of indigenous leaders
in New Caledonia who have
called for the deferral of the
third independence referendum
due to a spike in Covid-related
deaths.”
With full independence now
officially rejected, talks will
begin to establish the exact
nature of the future relationship
between France and NouvelleCalédonie. Speaking from the
island, the French minister
of
overseas
territories,
Sébastien Lecornu, said the
Nouméa agreement – the text
that specifies the process of
decolonisation – has “come
to an end” and that the next
day would mark the start of
a “transition period” towards
a new status for the territory.
“The first political lesson is that
the territory is still as divided,
block against block, and we
have now the duty to get out
of this binary situation,” the
minister said.
This position was confirmed
by President Macron, speaking
after the vote was announced:
“The Caledonians have chosen
to remain French. They decided
that freely. We can't ignore that
the electorate remained deeply
divided over the years. A period
of transition is now starting.”
As a “special collectivity

© Bananaflo (WikiCommons)

New Caledonia votes to remain French

of France”, New Caledonia
has enjoyed a large degree of
autonomy, but depends heavily
on France for matters such
as defence and education and
receives billions of euros from
the central government each
year. In return, the islands'
position
gives
France
a
strategic foothold in the IndoPacific region where China is
expanding its presence, as well
as access to significant natural
resources: Nouvelle-Calédonie
has 25% of the world's nickel
deposits.
First discovered by the
British explorer James Cook,

Nouvelle-Calédonie is located
1,210 kilometres to the east
of Australia and is home to
just over a quarter of a million
people. Colonised by France in
1853, today around 40 per cent
of the population are indigenous
Kanaks and a further 27 per
cent are of European origin.
The remainder of the islanders
come from across Polynesia and
south-east Asia.
Under colonial rule the
Kanaks were confined to
reserves and excluded from
much of the island’s economy.
In the 1980s there were deadly
clashes between French forces

and indigenous Kanaks, which
culminated in an incident
that saw separatists kill four
French gendarmes and take
another 23 hostage in a cave.
The subsequent French assault
cost the lives of 19 Kanaks and
two soldiers. In the aftermath,
France agreed a deal with
the island, part of which was
the commitment to the recent
independence votes.
Had islanders voted for
independence, New Caledonia
would have been the first
territory to break away from
France since Djibouti in 1977
and Vanuatu in 1980. ■
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New coin celebrates French EU presidency

O

n
1st
January,
France took over
the presidency of
the European Union, and to celebrate the occasion a new €2 euro coin
has been minted. The coin,
engraved with an oak and olive tree, representing strength
and wisdom, also marks the
20-year anniversary of the currency's introduction.
“This two euro coin is important, primarily because it
is the first time since the euro
coins were introduced at the
beginning of 2002 that we have
changed their design in France,”
said the country's minister
for European Affairs Clément
Beaune. “The French, like the
Europeans, are very attached to
it, even more than ever.”
All countries within the European Union take the presidency
of the Council of the EU for six
months on a round robin basis;
France will hold the presidency
for the first six months of 2022.
The function of the presidency,
which is held by the national
government, is to chair meetings of the Council, determine
its agendas, set a work pro-

gramme and facilitate dialogue
both at Council meetings and
with other EU institutions.
“This is a rare moment. In the
EU 27, France holds the presidency once every 13 years. On
January 1, 2022, we will have
the responsibility of setting out
ambitions for all of Europe,”
President Macron said, adding
that France had been preparing
for the presidency since 2017.
“Europeans no longer complain
that Europe does too much, but
rather that it does too little. This
is a time for Europe. Faced with
health and economic challenges, the rise of aggressive powers and climate change, the best
response is a European one.”
Macron has long positioned
himself as a passionate supporter of the European project, and
with the retirement of German
Chancellor Angela Merkel, the
French president will be keen to
position himself as a powerful
figure on the European stage in
a year where he faces re-election back home.
“The EU presidency gives
him a welcome platform to put
his European record to the forefront and differentiate himself

Would you like
to advertise your
business on
these pages?

from his rivals and bring new
proposals, new ideas to the table,” said Claire Demesmay, an
EU expert at the Marc-Bloch
think tank in Berlin. “The
French like nothing more than
the image or impression of
France being 'at the controls',”

agreed Pierre Sellal, a former
French diplomat to the European Union.
Opponents have criticised
the president for electioneering and argue that the country's
presidency should have been
postponed until after the presi-
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Thé Bonbons Cadeaux
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dential election in Spring. The
timing could certainly prove
advantageous for Macron and
observers believe the more important EU decisions might be
taken in the second half of the
presidency to avoid such accusations. ■
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very year the hamlet of La Chassagne, near Soumans in the
Creuse department, hosts a meal
for everyone in the commune, including second home owners and foreign
residents. Last year, one Parisian family
brought some fresh cow's milk down with
them from the capital to share with their
rural neighbours. During the meal, one reveller pointed out the irony that a Parisian
had brought fresh milk to the Creuse - an
area arguably most famous for its Limousin cows – and an idea was born.
As one local recalls: “The party atmosphere may have had something to do with
it, but we said to each other, why don't we
just buy a cow ourselves?”
And so the Amis de La Chassagne association was born. Almost every family in the hamlet signed up to the project,
from youngsters up to the eldest members
aged well over eighty. More than a dozen
of those involved put their hands in their
pockets and eventually enough money was
raised for the collective to buy their very
own cow.
After an extensive search, villagers
eventually settled on Oasis, a beautiful
beast with red and black markings. “When
we went to see which cow we were going to choose, one headed over to us and

licked our hand,” explained Philippe Peu,
a member of the new association. “It was
Oasis... it was almost as if she had chosen
us.”
With the support of a few locals who had
experience working with livestock, Oasis was quickly producing 8 litres of milk
every morning and a further 5 every evening. As well as fresh milk, which is shared
among its members, the hamlet has already
also produced its first fresh cheeses for
everyone to share. “While they were here,
even the holidaymakers helped to look
after the cow,” smiled Jean-Claude Franchaisse, president of the association. “But
now it is just us that are taking care of her.
The local teacher looks after our kids in the
mornings and milks the cow in the evening!”
“We all work together so that the cow is
happy living here with us. We share all the
tasks, but given how docile she is, it really
isn't a chore,” explained local Sylvie Maquet. “The children no longer want to eat
anything but Oasis yogurts and butter, and
the adults have been sharing recipes for
eggs with milk and tips for making cheese.
This project is something that unites us to
each other in the hamlet. We have all got to
know each other better and it's nice to feel
part of something.” ■
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The Creuse hamlet investing in its own cow
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T

he public was treated to a rare moment of pure joy recently, when the
panda twins born at Beauval Zoo
in August took their first steps outside their enclosure and were finally introduced to the world. In a video shared by the
zoo, the pair can be seen tentatively exploring their enclosure and clumsily attempting
to climb small boulders, but spending much
of the time on their backs, to the delight of
the lucky visitors who had queued from the
early hours to witness the unveiling.
The twins had previously been given
their official names in November at a private naming ceremony attended by their
new godparents, French football superstar
Kylian Mbappé and the Chinese Olympic
diving champion Zhang Jiaqi. “It's a great
honour to be here 100 days after the birth
of our two wonders,” World Cup winner
Mbappé told guests at the ceremony. “It's
an honour, but also a responsibility because,
behind it, there is the project to protect this
endangered species.”
The naming of panda cubs born outside
China is usually a job for the Chinese First
Lady, but on this occasion the honour was
handed over to the French public who were
asked to vote online from a selection of

names. More than 120,000 people took part,
finally choosing Yuandudu and Huanlili,
which translate as “cotton flower” and “little snow”.
Panda births outside of China are rare, but
the twins are in fact the second successful
pregnancy at Beauval Zoo, after the birth
of their brother Yuan Meng in 2017. While
pandas were recently removed from the
“endangered” list and reclassified as “vulnerable”, there are still fewer than 2,000
Giant Pandas in the wild. The breeding pair
in France – the only such pair in the country – are approaching the end of a 10-year
loan from China and under the terms of the
agreement the twins will be returned to their
homeland in a few years once they are fully
grown. It is not yet clear if their parents,
who arrived in 2012, will also return with
them or if their stay will be extended.
The loaning of pandas around the world is
often referred to as “Panda Diplomacy” and
many countries fight to be chosen by China
as a suitable destination and strengthen ties.
The practice has also played a significant
role in reversing the declining numbers of
the iconic bears. There are currently around
500 pandas living in captivity around the
world. ■

T

© Montpellier Méditerranée Métropole

La Poste testing
autonomous droids

he country's postal service La Poste has been making huge advances in recent
years in attempts to become more environmentally friendly. The state-run service has a growing fleet of electric vehicles and encourages the use of bicycles
wherever possible. While this is all well and good, it makes delivering parcels
complicated for workers on two wheels in built-up areas as there is a limit to the weight and
volume that one person can carry.
One potential solution has been on trial in the southern city of Montpellier and could
soon be rolled out across the country. Currently being tested by both La Poste and STEF – a
transport company that delivers fresh food to restaurants, bars and shops – the scheme sees
driverless, autonomous, electric “droids” following the cyclist and doing most of the hard
work. The rider simply has to move the delivery from the droid to the front door before
heading to the next destination.
The droids will be able to carry loads of up to half a tonne; testing so far has been performed with empty vehicles. The trials are now about to enter the final stage of live testing
with full loads, before a decision is made on their efficiency and whether they will be rolled
out for use across France. ■

@zoobeauval (Twitter)

Public finally get to meet panda twins
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many of our locals. The campaign has created a bit of a buzz... I think that those who
are less willing might now make a bit more
effort in the future.”
During the videos, officials point out
that local workers currently collect more
than 4,500 litres of doggy doo doo each
year, and that there are fines of up to €135
for those who fail to ramasse after Rex.
Those caught in the trap largely saw the
funny side, despite being disappointed that
the notes were fake. “They reacted rather
well. They were a little bit disappointed
when they realised the notes were fake but
they smiled when they saw the message,”
another local official said, adding that the
commune already distributes half a million
doggy bags for free each year in a bid to
battle the problem.
With more than a million views on Facebook, the campaign has proved such a hit
that other towns have already approached
Châlons-en-Champagne asking for blueprints of the fake notes, so the next time you
see free money on the floor while walking
the dog, make sure your conscience is clear
as you may be on camera! ■
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so in the near future.
Brigitte Macron's lawyer,
Jean Ennochi, confirmed
that legal proceedings
against several individuals have been initiated,
although details of the defendants have not been
revealed and it remains
unclear if the case will be
heard in the civil or criminal courts. While many
have praised Macron for
standing up to online liars
and bullies, some independent observers have questioned whether the tactic
may in fact backfire and
attract more attention to the
story.
This is not the first time
that the president and his
wife have been the target of
online conspiracy theories.
Many previous attacks have
focused on the 25-year age
gap between the couple:
Macron first met his future
wife when he was 15 and
Brigitte was his 40-yearold teacher. During his first
presidential campaign, the
president also had to refute

online rumours that he was
in fact a closet homosexual.
This
most
recent
transphobic attack is just
the latest in a recent growing phenomenon and several female politicians have
already been subjected to
similar lies, including former US First Lady Michelle
Obama, current US Vice
President Kamala Harris
and New Zealand Prime
Minister Jacinda Ardern.
The conspiracy theorists who often also subscribe to
far-right, Qanon and antivax beliefs – typically use
a similar strategy to spread
the rumours: misleading
interpretation based on
photos zoomed in on different parts of the body, and
the invention of a secret,
hidden history. They are
then propagated through
obscure, anonymous or
automated social media accounts before finally being
picked up and republished
by well-followed conspiracists and gaining massive
online traction. ■
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ed up with having to clean up after
lazy dog owners, one town in the
Marne department has pioneered a
unique technique to shame locals
into picking up after their pooch. Tongue
firmly in their cheek, but with a serious
message accompanying the campaign, officials in Châlons-en-Champagne have been
scattering fake ten-euro notes around local
parks popular with dog walkers, and filming
the results.
Part viral campaign, part comedy, but
largely educational, the videos have proved
popular online and show people bending
down to pick up the free cash. The money
looks authentic on one side, but on the reverse, the fake banknotes read: “If you are
able to bend down to pick up this note, you
are more than capable of picking up after
your dog!”
“Like many other towns, we have been
dealing with a lack of responsibility by
a minority of residents for several years
now... we have a dumping problem,” explained deputy mayor Augustin Delavenne.
“In towns like Châlons, canine deposits
negatively impact the day-to-day lives of

rigitte Macron
has launched a
surprise legal bid
against an online
conspiracy theory suggesting the French First Lady
was in fact born as a man.
The viral online claim that
the President's wife has
been living a secret life as
a transgender woman first
appeared on the internet in
March 2021, but has been
gaining significant traction
on conspiracy theory forums in recent months.
The spectacular surge
in popularity of the obviously fake news began in
mid-October following the
publication of an article on
the supposed “Brigitte Macron mystery” in the online
magazine Faits et documents, founded in 1996 by
far-right figure Emmanuel
Ratier. The article claims
that Brigitte Macron was
in fact born born male under the name Jean-Michel
Trogneux – Trogneux is the
First Lady's maiden name.
The claims have emerged
as her husband gears up for
elections this year and have
raised fears that the upcoming campaign could become
a viscous online battle of
“post-truths” and “fake
news”, as has been seen in
recent years in the US and,
to a lesser extent, the UK.
President Macron has yet
to officially confirm that he
will run for re-election, but
he is widely expected to do

© President.gov.ua (WikiCommons)

Town targets bad dog
First lady sues over
owners with fake money viral transgender lies
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Fake vaccination nurse facing jail

A

French nurse is facing a
five-year prison sentence
for issuing false vaccination passes in the same
month that a separate, tragic case
has brought the illegal practice into
the public spotlight. The 55-yearold nurse had been working in a
vaccination centre in Béziers in the
Hérault department where she is accused of pretending to vaccinate a
34-year-old teacher and issuing him
with a fake certificate.
The teacher in question, who also
now faces a five-year jail term, was
apparently known to the woman.
Despite being aware of the illegal
nature of their crime, the man still
bragged about it to friends and colleagues, one of whom then gave
an anonymous tip to local police
which led to the investigation and
arrest of both parties. The nurse is
also accused of subsequently giving the man a fake second dose in
August of last year.
The teacher said that he “did
not trust” the vaccine, but “needed
to have a health pass”. The nurse
has reportedly denied giving fake
vaccinations to anyone else and

claimed that she knew the man on
a personal level and had only given
him the “jabs” as a favour. While
both face legal ramifications for the
fraud, the nurse has also been suspended from her job and ordered to
undergo psychological counselling
sessions, “given the fragile nature
of her mental health displayed during the inquiry”.
Details of the case were released
days after a 57-year-old woman
died from Covid in a hospital just
outside Paris after presenting a
fake vaccination certificate on admission. Doctors ran a battery of
tests to identify the cause of her
rapidly deteriorating health, before
a routine test for Covid antibodies revealed the fake vaccination
certificate. Unfortunately, the truth
was discovered too late to change
the woman's treatment plan and she
later died.
“To all my colleagues who prescribe false vaccination certificates,
I want to say that they are doing
their patients a disservice, and
cheating them,” said Professor Djillali Annane, head of the hospital’s
intensive care unit, adding that if

the hospital had known sooner that
the patient was not vaccinated, the
situation could have turned out differently. “This was the first time we
had seen a young woman, with no
underlying health issues, who had
been vaccinated in principle, and
who developed such a severe form
of the disease. We could have prescribed a treatment based on neutralising antibodies, something we
obviously did not think of, because
we thought she was vaccinated.”
According to reports, the deceased woman had been taking
regular PCR tests in order to go
to work rather than getting vaccinated, but was then made aware of
“someone who can give you a fake
health pass for €200”.
Despite being aware of the fake
certificate, the husband believed
that he was respecting his wife's
wishes in keeping it secret, despite
the fact that the couple had “almost
got divorced” over arguments on the
subject and that he had “tried everything, gone down on my knees and
begged her to tell the hospital”.
He has now said that he will lodge
a formal complaint against the doc-

tor who issued the fake vaccination
pass to his wife. “I don’t blame the
hospital, I trust them, they did everything they could to save her. I blame
the doctor who gave out the certificate... they’re not a doctor, they’re a
murderer, an assassin. I am lodging
a complaint against them. Justice
must be done.”
The doctor in question has already had their medical licence taken away, but is apparently just one
of “dozens” in the area who have
also been suspended in connection
with fake health passes.
The black market for health

passes has exploded since the summer when they became necessary to
gain access to bars and restaurants,
and the non-vaccinated were made
to pay for PCR tests; fake certificates reportedly sell for between
€100 and €1,000. Interior Minister
Gérald Darmanin has confirmed
that there are more than 400 ongoing inquiries into fake pass “networks”, which he said “often, unfortunately, have links with health
professionals”. As well as being
struck off, the penalty for issuing a
false pass can be up to five years in
jail and a fine of up to €150,000. ■

E

ccentric French TV star and one of the
famous Bogdanoff twins, Grichka Bogdanoff has died from Covid-19 aged 72.
“Surrounded by the love of his family and
friends, Grichka Bogdanoff passed away peacefully
on December 28, 2021 to join his stars,” his family
said in a short statement. His brother Igor is also in
a Paris hospital intensive care unit with Covid-19 –
neither of the twins had been vaccinated.
In recent years, the brothers have made headlines
for their increasingly bizarre appearance following
dozens of presumed cosmetic surgery procedures,
but the pair initially found fame as heartthrobs on
the popular science fiction show Temps X in the
1980s. In Temps X, the twins conducted interviews
in a spaceship setting wearing shiny silver jumpsuits.
The show catapulted them to fame and they went
on to present or feature in a number of science and
sci-fi programmes on French TV. A controversial
move into academia saw them become embroiled
in the so-called “Bogdanoff affair”, after a series of

© Bigmatbasket (WikiCommons)

LFTs to go on sale
Bogdanoff twins
die from Covid-19 at supermarkets

nonsensical, advanced physics papers describing
what they believe happened during the Big Bang
were nonetheless published in reputable scientific
journals.
The work was highly criticised by France’s research unit, the CNRS, and they were accused of
plagiarising the American astrophysicist Trinh Xuan
Thuan. The pair also faced legal troubles in recent
years and had been due to go on trial this month on
fraud charges.
Little is known of the brothers' early life, other
than that they were born in the Gers department in
August 1949 and were descended from European
aristocracy. Despite their ever-changing appearance
and increasingly prominent chins, lips and cheekbones, the brothers denied ever having cosmetic
surgery or suffering from the hormonal growth disorder acromegaly. ■
ED At the time of going to press, it was revealed
that Grichka's brother Igor had also died from complications due to Covid-19 several days later.

A

s the number of Covid-19 infections soared in the lead up to Christmas, the government has authorised French supermarkets to sell
home antigen tests at cost price until the end of January. “Within the
context of the significant rise in the incidence rate, due to the spread
of the Delta and Omicron variants, and unprecedented rise in demand for tests,
there is good reason to diversify supply chains and sales of self-tests,” the decree
said.
Supermarkets have been asking for permission to sell the rapid test kits for
months, but until recently, they were only available from pharmacies and typically cost a little over €5 each. The kits now being sold in supermarkets cost
just under €2, but there are expected to be restrictions on the number that can be
bought by each person. The decree grants permission to supermarkets including
Carrefour, Système U, E. Leclerc, Intermarché and Netto to sell the kits in either
single units, or packs of ten.
With the number of infections rising across Europe, in large part due to the
emergence of the significantly more contagious Omicron variant, there has been
a strain on the testing capacity of many countries. Around Christmas, lateral flow
tests were largely unavailable in the UK and many were struggling to book appointments for PCR tests. In Italy, there were reports of people queueing for up
to eight hours for a test. ■
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EU citizen rights to
be decided in court

A
S

ince the transition period ended
and Britain officially left the
EU, there has been some confusion over the necessary formalities when crossing borders using a British
passport. One of these has been whether
your passport needs to be stamped, and
what happens when it is.
Since the start of 2021 and the end of the
Brexit transition period, while British tourists entering France do not require a visa,
they must now have have their passports
stamped with date and point of entry information when arriving, and may only stay
in the Schengen area for a maximum of 90
days in any 180-day period. British residents in France who have a valid residency
permit, on the other hand, should not have
their passports stamped as they are legal
residents in this country.
If you do not have a French residency
permit – or a long-stay visa – then you face
a fine for overstaying in the Schengen area

and there are a number of reports that this
rule is being enforced by border control.
Unfortunately, there are also reports that
French residents with valid residency permits are being fined when travelling to the
UK if their passports had been – wrongly –
stamped the last time they entered France.
In order to avoid being hit with fines for
overstaying, French resident expats are being urged to pro-actively show their residency permits when entering and leaving France
and to make sure their passports are not
stamped. The situation should become more
straightforward from May this year when the
EU's Entry/Exit System (EES) comes online.
The EES is an automated IT system that will
register entry and exit data and remove the
need for the physical stamping of passports.
For non-residents, the 90-day-rule applies across the whole Schengen area and is
calculated on a rolling 180-day basis - you
can not combine two periods of 90 days to
stay for six months. ■

major battle in the attempt to secure the European citizenship rights of British expats is heading to Europe's highest court in February. The legal challenge centres on
former civil servant Alice Bouilliez, who is married to a Frenchman and has lived in
France for nearly 40 years. Her supporters have called on concerned expats to join
them in Luxembourg on 24th February when an initial ruling is expected.
Despite living in the Gers since 1984, Mrs Bouilliez had never applied for French citizenship
due to her job at the UK Foreign Office and the fact that under EU law she maintained the rights
to live, work and vote in France. When Britain left the EU, these rights were taken away and
Mrs Bouilliez was prohibited from standing as a local councillor in her commune. As a longterm French resident, she has also lost the right to vote in the UK under the 15-year rule, so has
effectively become electorally disenfranchised, and it is this fact that forms the basis of her case.
The central question is whether the Withdrawal Agreement revokes the EU citizenship of
British nationals. Lawyers will say that exclusion from French municipal elections deprives her
completely of the right to vote, in breach of EU principles. If the EU Court agrees, it will be
asked to clarify whether this is contrary to the EU Treaty and Charter of Fundamental Rights.
A similar legal case, brought by the same team of lawyers, failed previously, although in that
instance the British national in question had only been living in France for 13 years and therefore
still had the right to vote in the UK.
“Right now, it’s like the feeling just before an exam, but I’m excited and happy because I
believe it will go our way and we have all the right arguments lined up. It’s wonderful it’s got
this far and is being taken so seriously,” Mrs Bouilliez explained, while urging people to turn up
at the court with European flags. “Right from the start of Brexit, I was incredibly cross because
I realised what a huge amount of disruption this was going to cause. I’m very upset about losing my vote, especially as I can no longer vote in England due to the 15-year rule so have been
completely disenfranchised. I’m not asking for anything above what I already had.”
If the court finds in her favour, the ruling could have a significant impact on the voting rights
of British residents across the EU, but also in other areas such as freedom of movement and the
right to work across the bloc.
Lawyers will not be permitted to speak at the hearing, where a decision will be made by the
EU Court's advocate general, who will give his view of the case based on documents submitted.
A final judgment will then be made in June, but the court typically follows the advocate’s opinion. ■
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Homeless fire
hero rewarded

screenshot: BFMTV

A

homeless man in Lyon who saved a shopkeeper from
a burning building has been awarded a medal after a
petition gained 50,000 signatures. More importantly,
however, local authorities have also offered him somewhere to live.
The drama began when a fire broke out in a brocante in the
city's old quarter after a gas fire toppled over and exploded. A
local homeless man, 36-year-old Fabrice, had been begging for
money nearby when he saw the flames. The SDF (sans domicile
fixe) smashed a window before rushing into the burning building.
“I didn't stop to think, I just ran into the shop,” explained the
hero. “I found the man lying three metres behind the door. He was
conscious, but he wasn't moving. I grabbed him by by the feet
and dragged him out of there. Afterwards, everything just burned
down.”
The shopkeeper was transferred to hospital with burns to his
hands, but is expected to make a full recovery. Thirty firefighters
eventually brought the blaze under control, but not before it had
completely destroyed the building.
As news of the dramatic rescue spread, local rapper and influencer Ousme Dia launched an online campaign calling on the
city's mayor Grégory Doucet and Rhône prefect Pascal Mailhos
to give the “hero of Vieux Lyon” a home and an income. “We
hope that this homeless man will be rewarded by the authorities
and that he will be able to benefit from a job and a home in view
of his act of bravery,” the petition said.
With more than 50,000 signatures gathered, the city announced
that it would honour the homeless man and also arrange for social
housing. “I saw the deputy prefect,” Fabrice told BFM Lyon. “He
came to see me where I was sleeping, with the director of the
SAMU social [social emergency service]. Now I can tell you that
it is official, I am going to be given a medal. They asked me if
I would like a ceremony or something like that, and I told them
‘no’, that they should just bring it discreetly to where I sleep. I
am proud to accept it, because I know that my parents would have
been proud of me if they were still here.”
As for a job, local authorities have yet to mention any plans,
but Fabrice used his new-found fame to advertise his services,
saying that he was willing and able to undertake any manual labour: “If there is someone who would like to hire me, I am a very
good worker!” ■

Convicted British sex
offender faces extradition

A

convicted British sex offender has
been arrested in southern France on
sexual assault charges and now also
faces extradition back to the UK.
Identified only as David F, the 71-year-old is already on the British sex offenders register and
was arrested after he groped a 13-year-old girl
in a shop in the centre of Seyne-sur-Mer in the
Var department.
When officers arrived at the scene, witnesses
quickly pointed out the offender who had been
detained by onlookers and he was immediately
arrested. Subsequent searches revealed that the
man had an outstanding Interpol arrest warrant
which had been issued in 2020 by a Manchester judge for similar offences. At a preliminary
hearing in Toulon, the defendant claimed he was
in France as part of a “European cycling holi-

day” and that his blood alcohol level of 1g/l of
blood – twice the legal limit – was because he
drank “a beer with lunch every day”. He was
also carrying a gun at the time of his arrest, but
did not attempt to use it.
The man also already appears on a Florida
sex offenders register following an incident in
1999 when he followed an 11-year-old round the
aisles of a Palm City supermarket, stroked her
backside and asked “Hey baby, what’s new?” He
was convicted to 15 years in prison in 2002 for
“lewd and lascivious molestation of a victim under 12 years of age” and expelled from the US
on his release from prison.
A judge in Toulon is expected to sentence David F in January and French authorities have confirmed that they have already received an extradition request from their British counterparts. ■
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British expat living
in a cabin deep in the
Pyrenees mountains
has narrowly escaped
death when concerned friends
abroad raised the alarm during
recent bad weather. The 69-yearold had been living in the remote
location for a decade and would
usually call friends every few
days. During one such call in
mid-December, the man seemed
to be having trouble with his
speech, raising concerns.
As they were unable to speak
French, the friends in the UK
called another friend in Germany, asking her to contact French
authorities and relay their worries. The call came though to
the Peloton de gendarmerie de
haute montagne (PGHM), a local mountain rescue team. While
the team where aware of a British
man living near the ski resort of
Saint-Lary in the Haute-Pyrénées
department, they did not know
his exact location.
The PGHM took the concerns
seriously, however, and contacted the nearby Gendarmerie

de Vignec, hoping that they may
know more of a British man living alone in the mountains. Fortunately for all concerned, they
knew of an elderly man who
had renovated an old sheep barn
between the Col de Portet and
Lesponne mountain passes. A
short while later they were able to
locate his car, but it soon became
apparent that the bad weather and
huge snowfall would make accessing the remote cabin to check
on him impossible on foot.
The Gendarmerie then got
back in touch with the PGHM
who, armed with a precise location, were able to send a team in
a helicopter to check on the British expat. The cabin in question
had been completely buried by
snow and on gaining access, they
found the man semi-conscious on
the floor; rescuers believed that
there had been no heating for at
least two days.
It was not immediately clear if
the man had fallen, suffered a seizure or some other medical emergency, but there was no doubt
he had severe hypothermia. He

was immediately transferred to
Tarbes hospital and admitted to
intensive care in a serious condition.
“We found him in very poor
health but we were very happy
to find him alive because, with
the weather conditions that we
had yesterday, we were afraid
that he may not have survived,” a
member of the rescue team said.
“However, although alive he was
very ill so we and the doctor began treating him immediately
before we evacuated him to the
hospital.”
A subsequent update from the
hospital said that while the man
was still in hospital, his condition had improved. They also
confirmed that his initial comatose state had been the result of
hypothermia and hypoglycaemia.
While the man may face a battle to return to full health, he
would almost certainly have died
without the quick thinking of
friends back in the UK and the
professionalism of the local Gendarmerie and mountain rescue
teams. ■

Credit: PGHM Pierrefitte-Nestalas

British expat rescued by overseas friends

Honesty pays for rare
gem mountain find

S

ometimes it pays to be honest. In the case of one young mountain climber
from the Savoie department, honesty has paid the princely sum of €150,000...
half the value of the treasure trove of rare gems he found deep in the Alps.
Buried for decades on the slopes of Mont Blanc, the climber found the metal
box containing emeralds, rubies and sapphires whilst mountaineering in 2013. With
an admirable moral compass, the man handed the box in to local authorities in the
hope that the original owner could be tracked down.
Under French law, as no one has since come forward as the rightful owner, the
hoard will now be shared between the person who found it and the owner of the land
on which it was found. The slopes of Mont Blanc where the box was discovered is
part of the commune of Chamonix, meaning that the town will share the treasure
with the young climber. “I am very happy with the conclusion of this, especially
for the finder,” said the mayor of Chamonix, Eric Fournier, who also thanked the
climber for his “integrity”.
The gemstones will now form part of a new museum in Chamonix, which opened
its doors for the first time on December 18 and contains “high-tech glass display
cabinets similar to those used in major international jewellery shows”.
The gemstones are believed to have originally been onboard a Boeing 707 flying
from Mumbai to New York, which crashed into the mountain in 1966, killing all
117 people onboard. The tragedy happened 15 years after another Air India jet, the
Malabar Princess, crashed on the same glacier, in 1950, killing 48. Over the years,
climbers have routinely found debris, baggage and human remains from the two
aircraft.
In September 2012, India took possession of a bag of diplomatic mail from the
flight and last year melting ice from Mont Blanc’s Bossons Glacier revealed copies
of Indian newspapers with headlines announcing Indira Gandhi's election as India’s
prime minister. ■
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Cabbage has come a long way since school dinners

T

by Julia Watson

he cook at my school was a feared and respected
personage born in the reign of Queen Victoria named
Fanny, after the romantic heroines of her day. Dressed
always in a freshly starched, twilight-blue, floor-length
dress, steel-stiff white pinny over, with steel-grey bun at her neck
and steel-rimmed specs on her nose, she had been anchored in
the stone-floored basement kitchen ever since she had left school
herself. The day she turned 80, a major British national daily came
to interview her. They did it again at her 90th. Only when she
turned 93 was she persuaded to retire, the stone steps down to her
lair worn by centuries of scraping leather soles being a threat even
to the youngest pupils making their way down to the reeking dining
room, and to the school's insurance premium.
The stench all through the school was of slowly stewing
cabbage. Every Monday and Wednesday, of every year of our drab
scholastic lives, Fanny and her team cooked us cabbage, meat
and potatoes, pronounced as one word Cabbagemeatandpotatoes.
On Tuesdays and Thursdays, we were fed Saladmeatandpotatoes
from the left-over meat of Monday and Wednesday. On Fridays
- the glowing highlight of the week's school dinners - we had
Sausagebeansandpotatoes, with the left-over potatoes of the other
days. All of it, even the salad lunches and the sausages, reeked
exclusively of stewed cabbage.
If you’re British, it’s likely you have similar school-lunch
memories. It’s odd, because of all the foodstuffs we’re reputed as
a nation to abuse, the cabbage is one of the vegetables most easy
to cook and, in all other nations’ culinary repertoires - respected
and made thoroughly delicious. Think of German sauerkraut or
coleslaw, Italian Zuppa d’Aosta, Russian solyanka and cabbagestuffed pelmeni, crisp Thai pickled cabbage or Chinese stir fries.
Given the domesticated cabbage has been around since before
1000BC (relatively late in the history of veg), and that in 2018,
world production of the brassica family was 69 million tonnes,
you’d think the Brits would have worked out how to cook it by
now.
Recently, though, cabbage has been enjoying a culinary
renaissance with the Hispi variety, that pointed heart-shaped
cabbage whose Instagram influencers love it cut in quarters and
charred on each cut side in a little butter or oil for 3 minutes, then
the lid slammed on with the heat turned off, for the cabbage to
steam soft for a further few minutes.
The most common cabbage, that white Dutch football, makes
a good sweet-and-sour side dish, excellent in this post-Christmas
period of watching the waistband, with a lightly steamed fish
you’ve dotted with soy sauce and sesame oil, or with any grilled
meat. Finely shred it. Heat up a tablespoon of vegetable oil in a wok
or deep sauté pan, throw in the cabbage and toss it quickly to coat
it, then pour over 1 teaspoon of salt, 2 tablespoons of sugar and 3
tablespoons of vinegar which you've previously mixed together in
a small glass. Toss all this again quickly together - don't overcook.
Retain the crunch or you'll feel back at school, then serve.
Here in South West France, the renowned Garbure rules. A rustic
meal in a tureen, this gets even better if cooked the day before,
allowing its flavours to develop, making it a perfect dish for a supper
party. If you want to eat it the most common French way, ladle out
the vegetable soup as the first course followed separately by the
meats as the next, which you serve with cornichons, mustard, and a
green salad. But soup and meats served together are an impressive
and substantial one-dish meal. ■
Julia Watson has been a long-time Food Writer for newspapers
and magazines in the US and the UK. She writes 'Tabled', a
weekly food blog at juliawatson.substack.com

Ingredients

1 tablespoon butter

1¾ litres water

3 small white turnips, peeled and chopped

250g salt pork belly, chopped into large
chunks

1 bouquet garni

250g white haricot beans (Tarbais are best but
use any cassoulet bean), soaked overnight

250g potatoes, peeled and roughly chopped

1 duck or goose carcass (optional)
2 large onions, one peeled and stuck with 2
cloves, the other roughly chopped
2 leeks, the white plus 5cm green, trimmed
and washed

Salt and pepper to taste
175g jambon de campagne with its bone
6 pieces of confit de canard
1 small cabbage, shredded
6 thick slices baguette, preferably stale,
toasted and rubbed with a clove of garlic

Fill a large pan with the water. Add the pork belly and beans and carcass. Bring to the
boil, skimming frequently. Add the onion stuck with cloves, turn down the heat and
simmer 1 hour.
In a sauté pan over low heat, soften the leeks and chopped onions in butter. Add to the
soup with the turnips, bouquet garni, and salt and pepper to taste. Simmer 45 minutes.
Discard the bones, carcass and clove-studded onion. Add the potatoes and jambon de
campagne. Bring back to the boil over medium heat, then reduce the heat and simmer
for 30 minutes. Add the confit and cabbage. Simmer for 20-30 minutes more.
Put a slice of toast into the bottom of each soup bowl before serving the vegetable soup
alone then followed by the meats and vegetables as the main course with cornichons
and mustard. Or everything together at once for a hearty one-dish meal.

Latest news throughout the month: www.thebugle.eu

Buying or selling small items...?
Check out our online Classifieds... updated daily!

www.thebugle.eu/classifieds.php

To place a Classified, simply email details of your item for sale to notices@thebugle.eu
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BUSINESS
DIRECTORY
Animals
& Pets

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93

Champlong
Chatterie

Caring, quiet accommodation
just for cats

Auto & Bike
Services

Web: www.versineer.com
Email: enquiries@versineer.com
Siret: 498 843 051 00018

RING BILL!
Registered Car Mechanic

SIRET: 520 896 671 00010

See Display Ad Below

Dog Guest Home
(NOT KENNELS)

Your dog(s) looked after indoors at our
country home with a safe enclosed garden area.
One full acre - fully fenced.
Walked twice a day in local woods and fields.
Must be able to socialise with other dogs.
Free introductory trial: morning or afternoon.
Nr. Châteauneuf-La-Foret, Linards.
30 mins from Limoges airport.

20€ / night
10 € / half day
Call Jane:

05 55 00 34 79/06 18 58 93 88
or Emily: 06 71 15 15 65
waggingtails87@hotmail.com
Siret: 792 142 341 00017

05.55.81.31.85

Your
advert
here

06 04 17 80 93

sales@thebugle.eu

06 04 17 80 93

Building
Services
Architects/Surveyors

Building
Services
Carpenters/Joiners

Tel: 05 55 80 72 83
Mob: 06 33 07 29 72
Email: info@masterplans.eu
www.masterplans.eu
Siret: 790 016 984 00011

RING BILL!
Registered
Car Mechanic
05 55 81 31 85
■ Services
■ Brakes
■ MOT Prep

(contrôle technique)

SIRET: 494 617 798 00017

For more information
on advertising in the
Bugle Business
Directory, give us
a call or send us an
email:

06 04 17 80 93

At Masterplans.eu we can help guide you
through your planning application in France.
From initial feasibility to completed dossiers.
We will compile all the relevant drawings and
complete the necessary paperwork to ensure
your application proceeds smoothly.
We are equally at home working with clients
here in France or those living abroad.

Your
advert
here

Pre-purchase & Structural Surveys.
Verbal & written reports.
Structural calculations & drawings.
Redevelopment ideas & solutions.
FR: 0033 (0)6 52 06 22 79
UK: 0044 (0)7448 466 662

Tel: 05 55 60 27 83

champlongchatterie@gmail.com
www.champlongchatterie.com

CHARTERED
STRUCTURAL
ENGINEER

Tim Haw B.Eng C.Eng M.I.Struct.E

JUNCT 22 off A20, Arnac la Poste

Alison & Ray

Animals & Pets
Auto & Bike Services
Building Services
Chimney Sweeps
Computers, TV & Satellite
Food & Drink
Garden Services
Gifts & Crafts

■ ... much more
Dept. 23 & surrounding areas

CARPENTER
AND BUILDER
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP SINCE 1986

Portfolio available to view at

www.jonesentreprise.com
Jeff Jones: 05 55 62 46 21
Mob: 06 38 25 74 62
email: jones23entreprise@orange.fr
siret: 810 322 123 00011

>> pg 14
>> pg 14
>> pg 14-17
>> pg 17
>> pg 17
>> pg 17
>> pg 17
>> pg 17

Handholding & Language >> pg 17-18
Health & Beauty
>> pg 18
Insurance & Finance
>> pg 18
Property Sales & Maintenance >> pg 18
Retail & Commerce
>> pg 18
Scrap & Clearance
>> pg 18
Transport/Removals/Storage >> pg 18

CARPENTRY & JOINERY
Tim Smith
06 71 00 04 44
see main ad - pg 8

Carpenter
All types
Best Rates
Available Immediately
References available
Call Mark:

06 45 82 34 03
Siret 798 692 778 00011

SKILLED JOINER
Will Fit For You:

•Stairs (can custom build)
•Doors •Windows •Fitted Kitchens
•Floors (wooden, laminate, etc.)
•Fitted Wardrobes & Cupboards
Over 40 years experience

CALL: 06 80 58 06 08
Siret: 492 869 649 00029

Please mention
The Bugle when
responding to adverts

Building Services
Electricians
& Plumbers

SALAMANDRE

électricité
Keith SLOPER

Tel: 05 55 64 94 20
Mob: 07 86 38 09 61
* Qualified electrician
* All types of electrical
works carried out
* Free estimates
* Fault finding
* Consuel certification arranged
* Temporary and permanent
EDF supplies arranged
* Departments 23 and 87
No Siret: 494 916 760 00015

Can your
business fill
this space?

INSTALLATION23

Give us a call or send
us an email:

Fully registered & insured
English & Dutch spoken
Based in the east of Creuse
Call or email Rob:
E: installation23@gmail.com

sales@thebugle.eu

06 04 17 80 93

Advertise here
from just
€36 HT / month

06 04 17 80 93
sales@thebugle.eu

Qualified & specialising in:
• Electricity
• Plumbing
• Small renovations
(bathrooms, kitchens, etc.)

M: 06 40 56 96 12
Siret: 753 054 030 00014

DAVID CARDWELL
PROFESSIONAL

BUILDER

Home renovations / Ground works
Block works / Verandas, Abris & Terraces
Barn doors & Shutters
Also available: digger & driver
Planning permission assistance and design available
HNC and ONC qualified, 15 years experience & 7 in France
Based near Lubersac (dept 19)
Tel: 05 55 98 24 12 - Mob: 07 82 78 01 31
Email: dave.cardwell@yahoo.co.uk
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SVH
CONSTRUCTION

Septic Tank
Installation
Service

Entreprise
Electricité Générale
All aspects of electrical
works undertaken
Departments 36, 23, 87 & 86
UK / French Satellite and TV
Aerial installations
Décennale insured

06 16 91 64 67

Reed Bed Sanitation Systems
Sewer Connections
Compact Filters
www.fossepro.com
Tel: 06 33 78 24 23
fossepro@orange.fr

LVL

Electrician/Plumber

Les Vidanges Limousines
▪ Emptying septic tanks
▪ Unblocking pipes
▪ Cleaning wells
▪ Group rates available
between neighbours
Call David - 24/24 7/7

see main ad below

87800 Jourgnac

contact@reactive-resource.com
www.reactive-resource.com
Siren: 808 481 170

Carlos

05 55 62 63 82

06 49 66 44 25
Siret N° 750 725 780 00019

Maurice Baynes

PLUMBING
& HEATING

Domestic and commercial
Bathroom design
and installation
Heating systems
Tiling and full fit out
Fully Insured
All areas covered
mauricepbaynes@gmail.com

Building
Services
General

Fosse Septique 23
Steve. JOHNS. SARL

Fosse Septique Specialists
Planning permission arranged
Design and installation
Supply and servicing
DIY and trade kits
Free site visit and devis

05.55.64.11.73
06.70.47.52.96
siret: 824 706 444 00018

Siret: 848 602 934 00012

Entreprise
Hines

Building & Renovation
● Roofing - New & Repairs
● Masonry
● Plastering
● Dry Lining
● Sand Blasting
● Scaffold Hire
● ... and much, much more

sales@thebugle.eu

Building
Services
Fosses Septiques

Aquatiris

stevehow101@googlemail.com

40 years qualified experience

06 04 17 80 93

Ecological Septic Tanks
www.aquatiris.fr
06 95 09 13 71 - pg 3

Mob: 07 85 51 42 66
Tel: 05 55 83 04 11

For more information
on advertising in the
Bugle Business
Directory, give us
a call or send us an
email:

Tel: 07 87 01 70 30
siret: 887 841 088 00016

All building work undertaken
No job too small
City & Guilds and NVQ
Qualified tradesman
Over 35 years experience
in the construction industry
Based in dept. 23

WASTE REMOVAL
SERVICES

• house/barn clearance
(pre sale / post sale)
• garden/land clearance
• dechetterie runs
• rubbish removal
Specialist equipment available:
• tractor with flail mower,
rotavator, etc.
• vehicle with 1.5 tonne crane

05 55 37 45 35

wasteremovalmultiservices@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/willwhiting87/
siret 532 981 198 00015

S.M.C SERVICES

Excavator with Driver
0044 (0)7831 121 019
see main ad - pg 8

05.55.89.69.46

La Noneix

Construction
& Property Services

Established, Professional and
Personal Building Services. Fully
registered with décennale
insurance covering all works.

●Renovations
●New builds ●Roofing
●Stonework ●Carpentry
●Ground works

Large or small projects undertaken
- please view our website.
Contact: Paul or Joanne Rands

A Horrocks & Son
Building and restoration work

06 26 97 28 54
see main ad below

The Reclamation Yard
Confolens

05 45 30 72 04

semm main ad - pg 7

Your
advert
here
06 04 17 80 93
HANDYMAN/DIY
Can I help you with those jobs
you don't want to do?

• Painting/Decorating • Labouring
• Pressure Washing • General DIY
No job too small, just give me a call!!
All areas covered - Based nr Aubusson (23)

05.55.66.44.06
www.lanoneix.com

05 55 83 02 77 / 06 30 90 58 90

SIRET: 503 169 237 00016

SIRET: 501 144 596 00019

Siret: 523 955 151 00015

Davis & Davis

STEVE'S
PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

Masonry
& More

www.entreprisehines.com
robert.hines@orange.fr

35 years' Experience in Construction,
Renovation & Project Management
Quality Workmanship Guaranteed
Internal/ External Developments

Paul.rands@orange.fr

jonathanpiddock@orange.fr

Roofing,
Building,
Renovations,
Plastering & stud walls,
... and more!
Fully insured.
e: lowe.steven@orange.fr

General building
Renovation , Roofing
Reliable, good quality work
30 years exp
Scaffold Hire
Martin Sprague

Based near Limoges - Covering depts 87, 23 & 19

t: 05 55 50 52 02
m: 07 66 52 33 47

martin_sprague_1@ hotmail.com

Siret: 498 203 652 00017

siret: 842 233 108 00013

Barn conversions, loft conversions, new-build,
drylining, plastering, rendering, spray
rendering, tiling, installation of kitchens/
bathrooms, painting, carpentry, replacement
doors & windows, velux installation, groundworks, landscaping, decking & much more...

No job too big (or small). Give us a
call for a free competitive quote.

05 55 60 29 50 / 06 04 13 30 57
email: davis-davis@sfr.fr

Can your
business fill
this space?
Give us a call or send
us an email:
sales@thebugle.eu

06 04 17 80 93

Max Huggett

Experienced and fully
registered builder with 10
year Décennale Insurance
Offering a broad selection of building
services in depts. 87, 19 & 23.
From one off installations to complete
renovations, construction, decorating,
landscaping and ground works.
E: info@maxhuggett.com

T: 05 55 69 37 64
M: 06 86 62 59 37

www.maxhuggett.com

English & French spoken - Siret: 518 511 340 00011

05 55 61 93 07
SIRET: 531 768 182 00010

Your
advert
here
06 04 17 80 93
CONTINUED
NEXT PAGE...

To advertise in The Bugle Business Directory, call 06 04 17 80 93
ELECTRICIAN/PLUMBER
FROM SMALL REPAIRS
TO COMPLETE INSTALLATIONS
BOILER SERVICING
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FULLY INSURED - BASED DEPT 23
lorrainemquintana@gmail.com

05 55 62 63 82

siret: 829 638 741 00019
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Happy New Year from all at Blacktower
- Rosemary Sheppard, Senior International Financial Adviser

W

e have now
faced a couple of difficult
years thanks
to COVID, but has it all been
bad? A recent study by CMI
Strategies has revealed some
interesting trends about longterm savings in France and in
Europe. There is an increasing need for long-term savings
planning, not least for retirement but also for the glut of
additional savings following
the COVID pandemic.
Many of us have had to put
off holidays, additional spend-

ing on home improvements
and are generally not spending the same on socialising
and family; this has created
a situation of ‘forced’ saving
for many. Obviously, some of
these funds will still need to be
used once we are able and we
are all more aware of keeping
an emergency fund in place,
but in France there has been a
staggering €267 billion saved
by consumers as at the end of
September 2021.
Much of these 'COVID' savings is sitting in current accounts as people ponder what
to do with them. Coupled with
inflation and low interest rates
some of the traditional guaranteed savings tools are no
longer viable to support your
long-term savings goals and
some of the more traditional
savings vehicles, such as the

Contrats en Euros are barely
covering the running costs of
the investment, let alone paying a return to the client. Yes,
these are seen as 'risk-free'
returns, but in reality, these so
called 'risk-free' returns aren’t
risk free as they are less and
less likely to provide inflationbeating returns going forward.
Investing does not have to
be high-risk in order to make
your money grow and help you
plan efficiently for your future
goals, retirement or otherwise,
but investing sensibly can help
you at least keep up with inflation and not erode the 'real'
value of your money for the
future.
Also, more and more consumers want to know that their
money is helping the economy
to recover and grow in a sustainable way and perhaps one

thing that has emerged as a
positive outcome of COVID
is the increase of impact investing and the emergence of
funds with a strong and clear
ESG (Environment, Social and
Governance) angle.
In the past sustainable and
responsible investing may have
come at a price to the investor,
but not anymore, as we all become more aware of the need
to support our environment
and ensure the companies we
use are doing everything they
can both internally and externally. It might seem like an unreachable 'Ideal', but in reality,
the consumer has driven major
change to the investment world
over these past few years.
Maybe now would be a
good time to reassess your own
situation?
We are here to help you.

To arrange a professional and
impartial consultation please
contact me by email: Rosemary.
sheppard@blacktowerfm.
com, visit our website www.
blacktowerfm.com or call me
on 06 38 86 99 70.

This article is based on the
opinion of the financial adviser and author, and does
not reflect the views of Blacktower. The above information
is based on current legislation
which is subject to change and
does not constitute as investment advice, or investment
research and you should seek
advice from a professional adviser before embarking on any
financial planning activity.
Blacktower
Insurance
Agents & Advisors Ltd is
regulated in Cyprus by the

Insurance Companies Control Service and registered
with ORIAS in France.
Blacktower Financial Management (Cyprus) Ltd is
regulated in Cyprus by the
Cyprus Securities & Exchange Commission and is
registered with the AMF in
France.

Advertising in The Bugle Business Directory
Advertising your business couldn’t be easier. Text only, boxed listings are available in our Business Directory from just €12.50/month.
Alternatively, why not spotlight your business with an Advertorial, available from 1/6 Page (€50 HT) up to Full Page (€300 HT).
Both Directory Adverts and Advertorials represent a cost effective way to put your brand in front of more than 30,000 pairs of eyes each month!!

For more information on any of our advertising options, please feel free to give us a call
on 06 04 17 80 93 or send an email to sales@thebugle.eu

6-Month Contract

12-Month Contract

Small b&w Directory Ad

€100

€150

Large b&w Directory Ad

€130

€195

Small Colour Directory Ad

€140

€210

Large Colour Directory Ad

€180

€270

All prices exclude TVA (20%)

Large Directory Ad
46mm x 71mm
(Actual Size)
45 words max
Small Directory Ad
46mm x 46mm
(Actual Size)

30 words max

Directory Advertising is available either in black and white or colour, and in either small (30 words max) or large (45 words max) format.
Directory adverts may only contain text (small logos may be allowed when supplied). The minimum contract length is 6 months.

Advertising is payable on publication. All prices are HT.

ADVERTORIAL

“SolarVenti”- the solar solution to damp and humidity

A

simple solar energy
system that runs on its
own, even when you are
not there! – And provides a free
heat supplement in winter.
The Solarventi air panel was
invented more than 20 years
ago by Hans Jørgen Christensen, from Aidt Miljø, with
the backing of the Danish
government. He wanted to use
the sun’s energy for airing and
ventilation of the thousands
of holiday homes on the West
coast of Jutland, - houses that
were left empty and unheated
for long periods - houses with
damp problems, mould and bad
odours - houses that left their
owners with discomfort, lots of
work and expense. He wanted
a system that would be safe,
simple, without the need for
radiators, water and/or mains
electricity. Slowly but surely,
the first Solarventi model came

together.

How it works
The principle behind Solarventi is simple: a small, builtin, solar cell powers a 12V fan
that is connected to an air vent,
a control unit and an on/ off
switch.
Whenever the sun shines, the
air in the solar panel is heated
and the fan, receiving power
from the solar cell, introduces
warm, dry air into your home at
the rate of 20 to 100 cubic metres per hour.
The initial models were more
than capable of keeping the cottages dry (and ventilated), even
with the limited sunshine hours
available in Denmark during
the winter season. Since that
time, the technology has really come along in leaps and
bounds. Now, more than 20
years later, the 3rd and 4th generation Solarventi have exceed-

ed all expectations.
In Southern Europe, Solarventi is not only used for
ventilation/dehumidification
purposes; with far more winter
sunshine hours, it also provides
a substantial heating supplement. Several technical and
governmental studies show that
incoming air temperature can be
increased by as much as 40°C.
A DIY Solution?
The installation process is
very straightforward and should
only take two or three hours. All
that is needed is a drill, hammer
and chisel to make a hole in the
wall. Roof installations are also
possible. In fact, the Solarventi
was originally designed to be a
DIY product - in Scandinavia it
still is.
There are no electrical or
water connections and it can be
safely left running, even when

the property is empty. Solarventi requires no maintenance
- if the property is unoccupied
during the hot summer months,
then it can be left running at low
speeds for ventilation and dehumidification purposes or simply
switched off.
With a range of panel sizes,
and the option for wall or roof
mounting, Solarventi is suitable for all types of buildings,
caravans or even boats!! Following the patenting of its design in 2001, Solarventi has
only recently been actively
commercialized. Over the last
six years, Solarventi units have
been installed in more than 24
countries and demand is increasing rapidly. From Greenland to Australia, Solarventi is
finally getting the recognition it
deserves. ■
Units start from €490 TTC.

SOLARVENTI - Available in the Limousin
From Harlequin Developments
Tel: 05 55 68 67 56
Mobile: 06 06 60 46 97
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Building
Services
Groundworks
RSW Entreprises

Fosse Septiques/Micro stations

05.55.80.00.57

See our Display Ad - pg 6

Dave Cardwell - Builder

05 55 98 24 12

See our Display Ad pg 14

Building
Services
Lifts & Scaffolding

ANGLO
SCAFFOLDING
HIRE
UK scaffolding supplied and
erected here in France
Qualified and fully insured
FREE no obligation quotes
Call Ian on

06 34 24 64 11

or find us on Facebook:
@angloscaffolding

Email: akbrunnstrom@yahoo.co.uk
SIRET: 799 067 939 00014

Cherry
Picker
Services

14.5 metres on a van
lasout@live.com

Tel: 09 66 03 52 89
Call for a quote

Your
advert
here
06 04 17 80 93

Building
Services
Plasterers

Able
Plastering

French registered plasterer
with over 30 years’ experience
All internal and
external works covered
Plastering
(English and French plaster)
Rendering
Concreting
Floor Screeding
Stud Partitioning
Lime Mortar Pointing

Tel: 05 55 62 12 39
Mobile: 06 06 41 10 30

All aspects of
Interior and
Exterior
decorating

30+ years' experience
Spraying service available
for large areas

T: 09 88 19 14 05
M: +44 (0)7885 694 313
collyer23360@gmail.com
siret: 883 596 157 00015

THE LADY
SWEEP
Established since 1986

Brush & Vacuum
All types of chimney
Call Ruth Langston

Carrefour du
Bois Limousin

sales@thebugle.eu

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93
Chimney
Sweeps
& Firewood

Experienced, Registered &
Fully Insured
No mess, no fuss
Email: cinderssweep@gmail.com

T: 07 68 76 39 99
siret: 484 768 700 00029

Chimney Sweeping
• Flue ways cleared
• Birds nests, vermin
& debris removed
• Smoke evacuation & gas
tightness tests
• Official certificates of cleaning
issued (Certificat de Ramonage)

06 04 17 80 93
Computers,
TV &
Satellite

GOODWIN
SATELLITE

SALES & INSTALLATION OF ALL SATELLITE
SYSTEMS & AERIALS. FAULT FINDING.

British Market Stall

26, Ecurat 23150

Le Restaurant Ecurat
We are very sad
to announce
that the restaurant
is now closed.
This is not due to Covid,
but rather ongoing
health issues.
Many thanks to all
our friends and clients...

Alma
Try Something Different

Chez Jacques
Marsac (23)
• Cosy atmosphere
• Speciality Crêpes
• Large burger menu
• Around 115 single malt whiskies
• Selection of bottled British ales
• Book corner, pool table
• "Mouclade" nights
• Curry nights

05 87 40 02 83
closed Wednesdays

Dept 23 & surrounding areas

Le Creusois

Email: garygoodwin121@gmail.com

Les Genêts, Azerables

Tel: 05 55 62 05 61
Mob: 06 52 38 67 65
siret: 453 067 910 00019

Harlequin
Satellite TV

English Free to Air
Satellite TV... Freesat
French Satellite TV... TNT
English Subscription TV
Full installation service
DIY Kits
Dishes realigned/upgraded
Trouble shooting
Covering16, 23, north 24,
36, east 86, & 87

06.06.60.46.97
harlequintv1@gmail.com
www.harlequintv.com

For all your TV
and satellite
installations and repairs
(Sky TV, Internet etc.)
Call Patrice:

06.79.07.91.56

libre.antenne87@gmail.com
Fast dependable service

Siren: 502 409 949

siret: 353 613 227 00035

Based Séreilhac (87)

06 72 87 87 14

Your
advert
here
06 04 17 80 93
Gifts &
Crafts

Cards et Cartes

Quality English
& French greeting cards
from 1.80 €
www.cardsetcartes.com
info@cardsetcartes.com
Siret No: 508 062 734 00019

Handholding &
Language
Services

Bar/Restaurant

High quality British & French food
at reasonable prices.
Menu du Jour €12, Traditional Pub
Food, Vegetarian dishes, Childrens
& Snack menus also available

05.55.63.90.79

www.lecreusoisbistro.com
SIREN: 483 988 853

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93
Garden
Services

SIRET: 494.501.067.00016

www.stovesellers.com

05 55 63 78 72

siret: 839 102 415 00016

see main ad - pg 11

Building
Services
Roofing

Siret No. 493 159 412 00011

stengrendon1@gmail.com
Based in St-Julien-le-Petit (87460), covering
St. Léonard, Peyrat, Eymoutiers, Bujaleuf.

+33 (0)6 79 23 57 09 +33 (0)7 69 14 49 73
see main ad - pg 5

Give us a call or send
us an email:

mumford.toiture@gmail.com

TEL: 06 72 11 62 15

Food &
Drink

siret 504 218 454 00016

06 04 17 80 93

05 55 44 71 44 / 06 78 60 96 16

Need some advice?
Too much like hard-work?
30 years of experience

facebook.com/britishmarketstall

06 25 61 84 95 (SMS only)

Can your
business fill
this space?

25+ years roofing experience
All aspects of roofing, large or small
15+ years experience plastering/boarding
Fully registered and insured
Trading in France since 2007
Call Mark for a free quotation

Stephen Grendon

Purple Solutions
Garden Maintenance

Your
advert
here

Roofing & Plastering/
Plasterboarding Service

Maintenance gardener

02 54 31 48 50

Siret: 527 906 614 00013

MUMFORD TOITURE

Please mention
The Bugle when
responding to adverts

Fully Insured

www.chauffagebois-limousin.com
05 55 63 72 45 - see ad pg 5

Building
Services
Painters/Decorators
Nicholas
Collyer

La Petite Ramoneur

Team Jardin
www.teamjardin.fr

Reliable, professional and
friendly garden services.
Garden Maintenance. Land Clearance.
Garden Construction.
Bespoke long-term maintenance plans.
Tel: 05 55 37 18 03
Mob: 06 33 66 17 45
e-mail: darren@teamjardin.fr
Siret No. 752 549 907 00018

FRENCH LESSONS
Via Skype

with a native French speaker
Why commute? Long distance
learning is the answer!
C’est simple, call Sophie...

06 61 56 47 17
scarolinea@yahoo.fr

CONTINUED
NEXT PAGE...
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Your
advert
here
06 04 17 80 93
Insurance
& Finance
Blacktower

Financial Managment Group

Rosemary Sheppard
06 38 86 99 70 - pg 11

Taxation
Specialists Ltd
www.taxspec.com

French & UK tax returns - see pg 9

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93
The Spectrum IFA Group

Tony Farrell

International Financial Adviser

05 55 89 57 94 - see pg 11

For more information
on advertising in the
Bugle Business
Directory, give us
a call or send us an
email:
sales@thebugle.eu

Please mention
The Bugle when
responding to adverts

Your
advert
here

06 04 17 80 93

06 04 17 80 93

Health
& Beauty

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93

Mobile hairdresser
Covering all of La Creuse!

Call Teddy:

06 15 78 18 04- pg 4

Chez Boutique

Formerly La Petite Place

05.55.60.08.46

See our Display Ad - pg 5

Property
Sales &
Maintenance
Cendrillon
06 83 66 83 09

www.marcdeschamps.com
see main ad - pg 5

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93
Creuse Property Care

Caring for
your home in
France when
you can’t
be there

Smart Moves

Retail &
Commerce

For a fully insured,
careful service

Stove
Sellers
www.stovesellers.com
05.55.63.78.72

See our Display Ad - pg 2

Garden & Pool Maintenance
General Maintenance & Small
Renovation work including
plasterboarding, tiling, painting, etc.
Changeovers/House Cleaning
Ad-hoc Assistance
References available
Contact Mark or Trudy...

T: 05 55 67 90 47 / P: 06 40 75 74 47
E: marktrudy0506@gmail.com
W: www.creusepropertycare.com
Siret: 479 965 758 00028

'Gite and Tidy'

Property management
All properties looked after,
main residences, holiday homes & gîtes.
Changeovers, cleaning,
tidy ups, maintenance, gardening,
swimming pools, etc.
Single or regular visits.
Fully insured.
Oradour-sur-Vayres (87150).
References available.

www.giteandtidy.com
09 82 12 69 73 (Home)
06 06 40 81 07 (Portable)

All Property Diagnostics
for Sales/Rentals
Energy Performance (DPE),
Asbestos, Lead, Electricity,
Gas, Termites, Risks/Pollution,
Measurements
Fluent English speaking.
Technical comments and
advice possible
Contact : 06 28 94 24 00 or
philippe.andre@diagamter.com

26, Ecurat 23150

Atelier d'Art du Jardin

smartmovers@hotmail.co.uk

We are very sad
to announce
that we are now
permanenetly closed.
This is not due to Covid,
but rather ongoing
health issues.
Many thanks to all
our friends and clients...

www.smartmovesremovals.com

www.franklinsremovals.co.uk

Alma

see main ad - pg 10

Cash paid
for scrap

All Limousin covered
Anything considered
Any quantity

Tel: 05 55 37 45 35
Mob: 06 74 21 47 71

Your
advert
here
06 04 17 80 93

CLUBS, CHARITIES & ASSOCIATIONS
As a result of the current restrictions, many of the meetings
and events featured in our What's On, and Clubs, Charities &
Associations sections have had to be cancelled or postponed.
The situation is constantly changing, so we have removed many of
these listings from the newspaper for the time being.
We will, however, continue to update our website
with any new information, so please do check back regularly to
keep up to date - www.thebugle.eu

Managing Editor:
Editor-in-Chief:
Registered Address:
SIRET:
Printed by:

see main ad - pg 11

Buggs Car Hire
Bergerac & Limoges Airports

www.buggscarhire.com

Central
France
Storage

www.centralfrancestorage.com
Dry, safe & secure storage
Brexit Busting Prices!!
Vehicle storage options
We also do internal moves!
14.5m cherry picker available

Tel: 09 66 03 52 89
Email: lasout@live.com
siret: 494 123 847 00019

OLD'S
HEIGHT

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93

Antiquités agricoles

Watson European

inc. Junque and Disorderly

in rust we trust

see main ad - pg 3

0044 121 353 7263

siret 532 981 198 00015

Freephone: 08 05 69 23 23

www.beauxvillages.com

Franklins Removals

www.facebook.com/willwhiting87/

Beaux Villages Immobilier

www.diagamter.com

+44 (0)7966 287 430

Scrap &
Clearance

I will buy just about anything in your barn:
agricultural machinery, cars,motorbikes,
lorries, pushbikes, old wrought ironwork,
oil cans, signs, timberwork and doors...
in fact, anything!! Just think...
that rubbish could earn you cash!!

See our references on:

FORTNIGHTLY SERVICES TO FRANCE
FULL OR PART LOADS WELCOME
WE COLLECT FROM
ALL AREAS OF THE UK AND DELIVER
TO ALL AREAS OF FRANCE
Find us on Facebook:
@smartmovesukfrance
Please CALL or EMAIL Stephen

International Removals

www.watsoneuropean.co.uk
see main ad - pg 7

Man & Van
Transport

CALL: 0633 847 699

Genuine/Reliable/Honest
Local + Europe + UK runs
House/Barn clearances!
15m3 capacity
4m load length
English & French Spoken

siret: 511 127 763 00015

Transport,
Removals
& Storage
Transition Removals

05 44 20 21 77
06 06 40 81 07

www.transitionremovals.net

www.frenchvanman.eu

(+33) 05 55 34 19 46
see main ad - pg 4

Steve Martindale
Steve Martindale
19, route de Champagnac
17500 MEUX
514 989 748 00025
Charente Libre, Z.I. No3
16340, L’Isle d’Espagnac

All copyright, unless stated otherwise, is reserved to The Bugle.
Reproduction in whole or part of any text without permission is
prohibited. Dépôt légal à parution.

87150 Oradour-sur-Vayres
Siret 530 213 644 00012
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SIRET:
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514 989 748 00025
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16340, L’Isle d’Espagnac
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Les petits jardiniers du Limousin

We are a gardening association based in the Mairie at St. Amand le Petit, between Eymoutiers and Peyrat le Château.
We hold monthly meetings on the third Thursday of the month, starting at 2.30 pm. Meetings are held in English,
but we can also present topics in French. We have lots of different nationalities amongst our members. Our aim is to
provide and promote opportunities for people to develop their interest and knowledge in horticulture and gardening
and related topics in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere. In-house workshop meetings, external speakers and visits are
on our agenda.
During Covid-19, we were not been able to have meetings and kept in touch with members and friends via Facebook.
This has become a very popular feature so do have a look at our Facebook page, "Les petits jardiniers du Limousin",
where people post photos of their garden, ask questions, share information and keep in contact on a casual, friendly
basis.
Our meeting agenda remains subject to any Covid-19 regulations and restrictions in place at that time:

20 Jan
Feb		
16 Mar
		
21 Apr
19 May

2022
Gravel gardens and drought loving plants
No meeting
Divide and multiply your plants,
followed by Show Preparation
Visit to Limoges Botanical Gardens
Visit to Cité des Insectes

16 Jun
21 Jul
18 Aug
04 Sep
20 Oct
24 Nov
08 Dec

Visit to Custos Apium
Plant Photography
Car rally followed by lunch
Annual Show
AGM followed by 'House Plants'
Upcycling in the Garden
Christmas Party

Members and supporters of our Association will receive emails about forthcoming meetings. If you would like to
be on our mailing list then please email me with your name and email address. I shall be very happy to add you
to the list and you will receive all future notifications. In the meantime... happy gardening.
For any further information contact Carolyn at pjlimousin@gmail.com

Peyrat Film Club
The CINEMA in Peyrat-le-Château, run by the volunteers of the
Association Bande Originale, regularly shows VOST films
(original version with French subtitles), especially for all the non-French
speakers in our region.
In January we will be showing:

West Side Story – Saturday 8th, 17h
My Son – Saturday 15th, 17h
The Matrix Resurrections – Saturday 22nd, 17h
House of Gucci – Saturday 29th, 17h
Tickets from just €3.50!!
See our website for dates & times, etc
http://bandeoriginale.jimdo.com

30,000 readers
each month

SALES@THEBUGLE.EU

06 04 17 80 93
ADVERTORIAL

Advertising with The Bugle

W

ith 12 years’ experience delivering
print advertising to an expat market,
The Bugle represents one of the most
cost-effective ways to let English speakers know
about your business. An advert with The Bugle
starts from just €12.50 HT per month – that’s less
than 42 cents a day to put your business in front
of more than 30,000 people each month.
In the Limousin we have more than 250 distribution points across the region and surrounding
areas where readers can pick up a copy for free.
We also distribute 3,500 copies through Limoges
Airport, which means that we are in the perfect
position to target not only residents and secondhome owners, but also tourists and those new to
the region.
The Bugle is the only English language newspaper dedicated to the Limousin - in fact, today,
The Bugle is the only free English language
newspaper in France and we are growing all the
time.
If you would like to discuss any of our advertising options further, why not give us a call today to find out more about the ways that we can
help you grow your business.

CANCER SUPPORT FRANCE
Charente Plus
Free confidential support for Englishspeaking people touched by cancer
Volunteers & Active Listeners needed (full training will be given)
If you are interested please email: bloomdenis@outlook.com

CSF 24 HOUR HELPLINE - 0800 24 02 00
email: csfcharenteplus@gmail.com
Facebook : Cancer Support France - Charente-Plus

Cancer Support
Haute-Vienne

affiliated to

Your local Association
supporting English speakers touched by cancer
in departments 87, 23, 19 & 36

HELPLINE 0800 240 200
www.cshautevienne.org

Chataigne
Just look at those eyes, this is Chataigne
(Chestnut) a 6/7-year-old Malinoise cross
who has recently joined the refuge following
the death of her owner.
It was obvious from her physical state when
she arrived that she has not had the easiest
of lives but with good food and care, she is
already starting to put on weight and her
hair is growing back.
Chataigne is a very active, kind dog who
enjoys her walks, loves people but is a little
choosy about other dogs. She also needs
to be house trained again, as she wasn’t
allowed out of the house and so had no
choice but to do what was necessary inside.
This lovely girl really deserves to find a loving and patient family, one that will be prepared to
give her time to adapt and where she can spend the rest of her life knowing love and kindness.

If you think you can help Chataigne then please contact:
SPA de Creuse (Guéret), 21 Le Clocher,
23000 Saint-Sulpice-le Guérétois
www.spa-creuse.com - email: spa.gueret@orange.fr

NEW YEAR
RESOLUTION?
I wonder if in 2022 you might consider joining/helping a small cancer charity based in
the Haute-Vienne and covering departments 87, 23, 19 and 36.
We are called Cancer Support France Haute-Vienne and we offer support for English
speakers affected by cancer. There are a number of CSF charities across France who
offer similar support, are all independent and affiliated to CSF National.
You will probably have seen all our adverts in this paper.
Perhaps this year you might like to consider becoming a member of CSF H-V?
You might like to do some fundraising which not only raises a little money but also
raises awareness of our charity and the support that we give. Perhaps you could put
some of our cards/leaflets at the doctors, your local pharmacy or anywhere that you
know English speakers meet.
You might like to consider becoming more involved and training as an Active Listener
who actually supports clients in complete confidence.
If any of these areas interests you, and might encourage your New Year’s resolution,
please email president@cshautevienne.org for more information and we could then
have a chat about what we do and how we do it.
Looking forward to hearing from you.

T: 06 04 17 80 93
E: sales@thebugle.eu
W: www.thebugle.eu

Sue Ware, President
Cancer Support France Haute-Vienne
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Find us online

www.thebugle.eu

facebook.com/TheBugleFrance

• Read Online •Latest News •Features •Business Directory
• Classifieds •Events •Associations ... and much, much more!!

