Sacré bleu..! Macron
changes the Tricolore
In a change that has gone largely unnoticed
for a year, President Macron has returned to a
more traditional, navy blue.
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Expansion of
vaccine booster
programme
The double vaccinated must
now get a booster jab or see
their health passes expire from
mid-January.
>> Page 8

November 2016 - Issue #85

Dordogne

Your local newspaper for life in France

December 2021 - Issue 102 - FREE!

Biometric border
checks on the way
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British citizens who
reside legally within the
Schengen Zone do not need
to use the new system if
they are carrying a valid
residency permit. “Their
personal data will not be
registered in the Entry/
Exit System,” the European
Commission confirmed. “It
is enough if holders of such
documents present them to
the border guards to prove
their status.”
From May, non-resident
Brits entering the EU will
have to provide details
including name and date
of birth, dates of entry and
exit, as well as biometric
data such as fingerprints
and an image of your face.
In practice, the system
will be familiar to users of
existing biometric scanners

French schoolboy gets
letter from Queen - pg 4

Anger grows over Dordogne
hunting accidents - pg 3

From May British tourists will be
required to have their fingerprints
and faces scanned when entering
and leaving the EU. French resident
expats will not be affected.
ince
Britain
left the EU, the
passports
of
British tourists
travelling
to
France have been stamped
on entry and exit. This
practice will now end in
May next year when the
EU's Entry/Exit System
(EES) comes online, but
there are growing fears
that the new checks will
cause further delays when
crossing borders. The EES
is an automated IT system
that will register entry and
exit data, as well as any
refusals, for all travellers
to the EU from so-called
“third countries”, which
now includes the UK. This
applies to both short-stay
visa holders and visaexempt travellers, each
time they cross an EU
external border.

INSIDE > > >

Bugle Business Directory

4 pages packed with local, English-speaking
businesses where you can find anything from
a Builder to a Bookshop. See pg 15-18.
Also online: www.thebugle.eu/directory.php
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Advertise here
from just
€36 HT / month

Pre-Christmas
special
offersover 150€
Free deliveries
for Christmas
for orders

Award winning Côtes de Bergerac
Lestevénie
a traditional sparkling Christmas
10% Rouge,
discount
onBrut
allforwines
and delicious dessert wine, Saussignac, to round off. 30km radius (24240 Gageac-et-Rouillac)

06 04 17 80 93

20% off Lestevénie Gold dessert wine - perfect for Christmas

sales24@thebugle.eu

www.chateau-lestevenie.com - -06
2323
7373
www.chateau-lestevenie.com
0648
486262

Welcome to

I

The Bugle

am a proud Brit. I also
unashamedly love France.
My children were born
here and will one day
almost certainly feel more
French than British. As
such, it genuinely pains me to see
relations between our two countries
deteriorate so markedly over
the last few years. The situation
appears to have hit another nadir
in November with Franco-British
diplomacy apparently taking place
via Twitter and causing, arguably,
avoidable tragedies in the Channel.
I think I may have simply
been lucky to have grown up in
a generation that knew very little
conflict, certainly in western
Europe, and the direction of travel
throughout my adult life has always
been towards closer ties with our
nearest neighbours and more open
borders. It has been strange for me
to see a reversal of this in recent
years, but I would like to think that
it won't last and I'm sure that in a
few years the entente cordiale will
be back in full swing.
It is easy to make jokes about
the history of war between our two
nations, but as the saying goes, we
really do have far more in common
than that which divides us.
With so much emotionally
invested on a personal level, the
cross-Channel tensions were a big

factor in a brief darkening of my
mood recently, which is a shame
at a time of year where I should be
getting excited about Christmas
and the promise of a New Year. I do
firmly believe that while a person
can be bad, people are caring and
kind, and my mood was improved
immeasurably a few days ago by a
story I came across on Twitter that
renewed my belief in people...
Without wanting to get into
politics, left/right rivalry, Brexit
or the EU - everyone is equally
entitled to their opinion and all
opinions are equally valid - I
am reposting that thread here
now, without comment, but with
full credit to Nicholas Whithorn
(Twitter: @NickWhithorn), a
university lecturer and something
of an expert on all things Italian.
So a happy and healthy
Christmas to all our readers, and
the very best wishes to all for the
New Year!
Steve Martindale, Editor
Short thread on events of 7 March
1991, when the 90,000 people of
Brindisi woke up to find 25,000
Albanians roaming the streets of
their town. For perspective, that's
roughly equivalent to 25k people
suddenly landing in Hastings.
At 10 am on Thursday 7 March

1991, the cargo ship 'Lirja'
enters the Italian port of Brindisi
carrying 5,000 Albanians fleeing
their homeland. They'd taken over
the ship in the port of Durrës &
forced the crew to sail to Italy. At
noon, another ship 'Tirana' arrives
carrying 6,000. In the afternoon,
yet another ship, 'Apollonia', along
with several fishing boats. Then,
in the evening, the final ship,
'Legend'.
Italian Coast Guard ships
offshore decide not to intervene
and block the vessels as they're
all in precarious condition and
dangerously overloaded. Any
intervention to push back the ships
could result in them capsizing and
thousands of people drowning, so
they are let through. As they arrive
in the port, people make the sign of
victory and shout "Italia, Italia!"
As soon as the ships dock,
desperate people shin down
the mooring ropes or jump into
the water to swim ashore. The
dockside is packed with dirty,
hungry, shivering men, women
and children. It is very cold and
a light rain is falling. The Italian
state is totally unprepared for this
emergency and local authorities
are left to cope alone.
Red Cross volunteers hand out
food parcels and plastic sheeting
to shelter from the rain but supplies
are limited and they are swamped.
Many people are suffering from
dysentery. During the night
pressure grows among the refugees
to get out of the overcrowded
dock and, once they start to push
their way out or climb the fences,
the Police & Carabinieri on duty
sensibly do nothing to stop them
but regulate the flow of people to
avoid a stampede.
By daybreak the city of Brindisi
has at least 25,000 Albanian

refugees wandering its streets.
The Mayor of the city, Giuseppe
Marchionna, realises that the
situation could get out of hand.
If desperate hungry people break
into a food shop, violence could
ensue. Marchionna knows his
people well and so he quickly
records a message to be broadcast
on all local TV & radio stations. It
is sent out at 8 am and then every
15 minutes for the rest of the day.
The message is simple: “They
are just hungry and cold, help
them.”
The first signs that his message
is working come in mid-morning
as people throw bags full of food to
the refugees from their balconies.
Gradually, after this timid start,
local people begin to open up to
the Albanian refugees. People give
them money to call their families
and reassure them and to buy food.
They give them clothes to replace
the dirty rags they are wearing.
They let them use their showers
and phones and make them meals.
People with spare rooms take in
women and children.

Things begin to get more
organised, even though the
central government sends no help
until almost a week later. Whole
buildings organise canteens in
their basements or garages, 36
schools are requisitioned to house
refugees, more and more people
open up their houses to take them
in. Finally, after 3 weeks, the
government sends in the army, most
of the refugees are transferred to
Palermo, Capua and Udine. A
call centre is set up and receives
hundreds of calls from all over
Italy offering to house refugees.
Most of them made their lives
in Italy and still live here. Others
made their fortune and returned
home once their country was
free. They certainly all recall the
solidarity of Brindisi, thanks to
those simple words of humanity:
“They are just hungry and cold,
help them”...
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Ref: 73540 - €449,000 FAI
Beautiful property, 2 gîtes, a swimming pool, a wood and
a small lake, on 25 670 m² of land.
9 minutes from EYMET, in a quiet and peaceful
environment. DPE : Vierge

www.arcadimmo.com
Achat – Vente – Location – Gestion

Ref: 73542 - €254,400 FAI
39 Place Gambetta,
24500 EYMET
05 53 27 14 34
info@arcadimmo.com

Pretty, furnished house with 4 bedrooms, 2
bathrooms, a garage, a swimming pool and a garden.
In the countryside, 6 minutes from Eymet and all its
shops. DPE : C 176

FRENCH NEWS ♦ 3

DECEMBER 2021 ○ THE BUGLE ○ www.thebugle.eu

BREXIT BONUS?

Will completing a French Tax Return
lead to paying LESS tax overall?

French Residency Card ? Congratulations !
... now wait for your French Tax Return !
But, good news, you may pay LESS tax overall !
For a FREE tax assessment, go to

www.taxspec.co.uk

Taxation Specialists Ltd (registered HMRC agent)

A service for BOTH French and UK returns

A

series of incidents in
the Dordogne, one of
which was fatal, have
reignited the debate
on the dangers of hunting – la
chasse – in rural France. In the
most serious case, a 70-year-old
man from Saint-Félix-de-Villadeix was shot in the chest during
a wild boar hunt with 10 fellow
chasseurs. According to initial
investigations, a 60-year-old had
fired two shots at the boar from a
distance of 90 metres. One shot
killed the animal, but the second
killed the victim.
Tragically, this is not the first
hunt-related death in the small
commune; in 2016 the town's former mayor accidentally shot and
killed a 26-year-old hunter. He
received a one-year suspended
prison sentence for the accident.
Elsewhere in the department,
a driver has submitted a complaint to police after his car was
struck by a stray bullet at SaintFélix-de-Reillac-et-Mortemart,
between Périgueux and Sarlat. “I
got in my car to go to work but
it started smoking,” the resident
explained. “I took it to the garage
and the mechanic found a leak

and asked if I had hit anything.
I said no, and the next day he
called me back to say they had
found a bullet hole in the radiator! The car was parked in front
of my house, which is surrounded
by woods. The children's swing
is just five metres away, it could
have killed one of them!”
Gendarmes who subsequently
inspected the car confirmed that
it was from a large calibre bullet, almost certainly from a hunting rifle.
Hunting accidents are rare,
but there has been increasing
anger in recent years among
the wider community. A petition demanding two hunt-free
days a week – Wednesdays and
Sundays – recently gathered
100,000 signatures, meaning it
will now be debated in the Senate. “We want the Senate to examine the issue deeply, without
emotion or nerves due to the upcoming presidential elections,”
explained the Senator for Yvelines, Sophie Primas, who is in
charge of organising the debate.
“It is not worth heaping blame
on hunters; we need to study and
put in place effective and proven

chasseurdefrance.com

Growing anger over Dordogne hunting accidents

solutions.”
The organisation behind the
petition, “Un jour, un chasseur”,
was launched by friends of Morgan Keane, a 25-year-old man
who was shot and killed by a
hunter while chopping wood in
his garden in the Lot in 2020.

The hunter had mistaken Mr
Keane for a wild boar.
Official statistics have revealed that there have been
3,325 hunting accidents in
France since 2000, of which
421 were fatal, or an average of
158 accidents and 20 deaths per

year. During that time, however, the number of accidents has
dropped by 40% and the number
of deaths by 70%. In nine out of
ten cases, it is a hunter who was
the victim of the accident, and
in 30% of cases, accidents were
self-inflicted. ■
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Wanted:
Experienced
shopfitters 06 16 91 64 67
Experienced shopfitters required for installs across France:
Joiners, electricians, labourers, merchandisers, IT literate
people for software updates in shops also required.

Email: contact@reactive-resource.com

Advertise here
from just
€36 HT / month

06 04 17 80 93

sales24@thebugle.eu

EXPERIENCED FRENCH REGISTERED ELECTRICIAN
AVAILABLE FOR ALL TYPES OF ELECTRICAL WORK,
RENOVATIONS, BIG & SMALL PROJECTS.
AIRCON FITTER. FLUENT IN ENGLISH.
SARLAT AND SURROUNDING AREAS
FULLY INSURED & GUARANTEED

jplm68@hotmail.com
06 32 81 13 15

The boy who became the Patriotic photo marks
Queen's French pen pal astronaut's return

F

s the world mourned the passing of
Prince Philip earlier this year, one
young French boy felt compelled
to write to the Queen to offer his
condolences. Seven-year-old Noé Patrel, from
Saint-Aubin-en-Bray in the Oise department
of Normandy, had recently lost his own greatgrandfather and wrote, in French:
“Je suis Noé, un petit français. J'apprends
l'anglais depuis la maternelle et je suis en
CP. Je vous écris, ma reine, car j'adore
l'Angleterre. Je vous ai vu à la télé et je pense à
vous. J'aimerais tant avoir de vos nouvelles. Je
vous embrasse, reine Élizabeth II.”
“I Am Noé, a small French boy. I have been
learning English since primary school and I am
currently in class CP. I am writing to you, my
Queen, because I love England. I have seen you
on the television and I am thinking of you. I
would love so much to hear your news. With
hugs to you, Queen Elizabeth II.”
The young boy, who has an affinity for all
things British, wrote the letter with the help of
his grandmother, who sent it recorded delivery
so that they could track its progress because

“you never know”. “He put all his heart into it.
He insisted on watching Prince Philip's funeral
with me. Everything that concerns England fascinates him.”
So it was with shock and delight that the
French anglophile received a personalised response from Her Majesty, thanking him for his
“words of sympathy sent following the death of
my husband”.
The letter, bearing the royal insignia, now
holds pride of place in Noé's collection, which
includes pictures of the Queen, Big Ben and the
houses of parliament, and has also inspired him
to help his grandmother relearn English. “I’m
helping her learn it again,” he said. “My uncle
used to work in a factory making airbags for
the Queen’s cars and he told me about it all.
I’ve liked it since then. I like the phone boxes
and Big Ben. I would like to see the Queen and
her castle, and the guards.”
Noé has written back to his new pen pal,
sending photos of his family, and his uncle is
currently helping him apply for his first passport so that he can one day visit London... and
maybe even meet the Queen! ■

Thomas Pesquet / @Thom_astro (Twitter)

A

©L’Eclaireur-La Dépêche

rench astronaut Thomas Pesquet has returned to earth, celebrating the event
with a stunning image of the French flag composed of photos taken aboard
the International Space Station (ISS). Pesquet is the tenth French person –
and the youngest - to go into space and during his second trip became the
first French astronaut to become commander of the ISS.
Before leaving the ISS, Pesquet, who has once again been very active on social
media during his mission, tweeted an image of sea, snow and sand resembling the
French flag along with the message: “Proud to have once again represented France in
space. Next time, the moon? First, we have a return trip to Earth to take care of, and
then... some rest!”

Pesquet splashed down off the coast of Florida after his 199-day mission with fellow astronauts Akihiko Hoshide from Japan and Americans Shane Kimbrough and
Megan McArthur. The astronauts were then taken to Houston for medical examinations to study the effect of six months of life in space on the body. During this time,
they will have to relearn how to walk as their bodies re-acclimatise to the effects of
gravity. Mr Pesquet, who is originally from Rouen in Normandy, will then head back
to Europe for some well-deserved time off. ■

Do you have an story for The Bugle?
06 04 17 80 93 - editor@thebugle.eu

www.facebook.com/TheBugleFrance

Find us at 17, rue de l’Engin, 24500 EYMET
Selling Everhot range cookers, F&B wallpaper and paint,
Autentico chalk paint, Neptune furniture and kitchens, and more…

La Conciergerie

Taking the
hassle out
of your
holiday home

Whether you own a large property or a small lock-up-and-leave, we can take care of
every aspect of home maintenance, from preparing the property for your arrival,
handling rentals and changeovers through to managing the grounds
and arranging any necessary maintenance. With a network of reliable contacts
and 24/7 assistance, we are on hand to take the hassle out of running a holiday home.

We take care of the Brexit paperwork

Tel: 05 53 24 70 19 - Email info@fabrica.boutique

La Conciergerie, 24600 Villetoureix
T: 06 42 67 94 50 - E: laconciergerie24@orange.fr
W: laconciergerie-housekeeping.com/
www.facebook.com/La-Conciergerie-983664058478416/

FRENCH NEWS ♦ 5

DECEMBER 2021 ○ THE BUGLE ○ www.thebugle.eu

A

s part of Emmanuel
Macron's pledge to
restore a lost part
of Africa’s heritage,
France has returned 26 treasures
that were looted from Benin 130
years ago during the colonial
period. Benin President Patrice
Talon travelled to Paris to bring
home the artefacts, and spoke
of his “overwhelming emotion”
at recovering the objects taken
during the ransacking of the
Kingdom of Dahomey in the
south of present-day Benin.
Thousands of people gathered to mark the historic moment as the treasures, which
include wooden totems and a
royal throne, arrived back in
Benin. “We have been in Cotonou for 24 hours, just to experience the arrival of these
treasures. It is so moving,” said
Martine Vignon Agoli-Agbo, a
resident of northern Benin who
had travelled more than 500
kilometres with her two daughters to witness the moment. “I
did not want to be told about
this moment. And if my children are with me, it is so that
one day they will be able to tell
their own children.”
“The Beninese people express
their gratitude. But this is only
the first step,” said President
Talon. “How can my enthusiasm

be total, when major works such
as the Dieu Gou or the Fâ divination tablet continue to be held
here in France, to the great displeasure of their rightful owners? Of course, this is only 26
works out of thousands, but we
are starting something that cannot be stopped. We’ve opened
the floodgates and we are no
longer resigned to not getting
other works back.”
France is now set to restitute
the Djidji Ayokwe, a famous
“talking drum”, to Côte d'Ivoire.
The return of the artefacts
comes as a number of European
countries come under increasing
pressure form African nations to
return treasures stolen, often by
force or coercion, during colonial rule. Last year French legislators passed a bill paving the way
for the return of artefacts to Benin and Senegal, another former
French colony in West Africa,
and similar measures have been
taken in Germany. Belgium has
also announced plans to return
several objects looted from what
is now the Democratic Republic
of the Congo.
The 26 items returned to Benin represent a fraction of the
90,000 African works in French
museums identified by an expert report commissioned by
Macron. The vast majority of

Photo: Jean-Pierre Dalbéra

France returns stolen treasures to Benin

these, around 70,000, are held at
the Quai Branly museum alone.
Experts have estimated that as
much as 85-90% of African heritage is located outside of the
continent.
The story of the “Abomey
Treasures” is as dramatic as
their sculpted forms. In November 1892, Colonel Alfred Dodds
led a pilfering French expeditionary force into the Kingdom.

The colonising troops broke into
the Abomey Palace, home of
King Behanzin, seizing a trove
of royal objects including the 26
artefacts that Dodds later donated to the Musée d’Ethnographie
du Trocadéro in Paris in the
1890s.
Britain also holds a number of African artefacts and is
working on a collaboration with
Nigeria, which would see the

FRANKLINS REMOVALS

We have ECMT permits to allow us to operate
to and from France in the event of a no-deal Brexit.

A family business offering a quality,
professional service since 1985
● Packing services
● Full/part loads to & from the UK
● Vehicles transported
● Containerised storage
● Competitive prices
● Transit/storage insurance

Contact Stephen or Ben Franklin:

0044 121 353 7263

sales@franklinsremovals.co.uk
www.franklinsremovals.co.uk

Advertise here
from just
€36 HT / month

06 04 17 80 93

sales24@thebugle.eu

Houses on Internet is a marketing service that
allows private owners of French property to sell
their house without using an estate agent. A
method that has proven to be very successful.
How does it work?
1. We make a website for your property in
English, French and Dutch. The main
website is available in Russian too.
2. We connect that website to our main site
which gets over 130,000 visitors from 40+
countries per month.
3. We advertise your property on several
international French-property websites. This
way we reach 1.5 million people a month
worldwide.
What does it cost?
We ask a contribution to the advertising cost
up front and after the sale a fee of 2.5%, which
is included in the selling price.
Houses on Internet operates throughout
France with a staff of 7 professionals and 89
local photographers who visit our clients to
take photos and gather all information.
For more information, visit our website or give
us call us at +31 (0)6 41 20 73 69.

WWW.HOUSESONINTERNET.COM
Plus Vite!

Moins Cher!

construction of a new museum
in the West African country,
eventually allowing the government to “reunite artworks
from international collections”.
There are also critics, however,
in particular London’s British
Museum, which is embroiled in
a decades-long tug-of-war with
the Greek government over the
restitution of the Elgin, or Parthenon, Marbles. ■

Is it about time
you put that door
or window in...?

Call us... the easy access
opening specialists
For a rapid response
and a job well done, call

Martin: 05 55 61 93 07
Windows, Doors & Dormers.
Structural & load bearing work.
All types of structure...
stone, block, timber, etc.
New, old, or adjustment to existing openings.
Structural concrete specialists.
siret: 531 768 182 00010
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36-38 rue du Temple, 24500 EYMET
Tel: 05 53 27 83 45 Email: info@agence-eleonor.com Web: www.agence-eleonor.com
Ofﬁces in: Eymet, Villeréal, St. Cyprien, Monpazier, Bergerac, Lalinde and Issigeac

Ref: 9601-STC 551,250 € HAI

DPE: N/A

Ref: 9658-STC 256,800 € HAI DPE: D

With beautiful views, this property includes a renovated charming and private 2-bed main
house. Additionally, there are 3 fully furnished gîtes. Set on over 2 acres with outbuildings
and swimming pool. Taux d’honoraires 26,250€ (5%) inclus à la charge de l’acquéreur

Lovely house with a grand entrance leading to the kitchen and spacious living room.
There are 3 double doors leading directly onto the terrace overlooking the fantastic views.

Ref: 9829-STC 315,650 € HAI DPE: F

Ref: 9800-STC 386,900 € HAI DPE: E

Walking distance to St Cyprien, this property comprises 2 stone houses, ideal for a large family
or tourist activity. There is a 3-bed main house and a 2-bed second house.

Beautiful 3-bed property close to Domme, featuring large living/dining room,
5separate kitchen and attractive gardens of one acre. All set in a peaceful location.
Only 20kms to Sarlat. Taux d’honoraires 21,900€ (6%) inclus à la charge de l’acquéreur

Taux d’honoraires 20,650€ (7%) inclus à la charge de l’acquéreur

Taux d’honoraires 16,800€ (7%) inclus à la charge de l’acquéreur

www.agence-eleonor.com

Ref: 9790-MO 129,600 € HAI DPE: F

Ref: 9835-VI 316,000 € HAI DPE: C

A pretty 3-bedroom house, located on the edge of Belves. On nearly
an acre of land, the property includes an attached garage, separate
workshop and beautiful views over the rolling countryside.

Large stone renovated house full of character. Offering 6 large
bedrooms and spacious living space plus well-established garden of
½ acre. A beautiful, bright property in a charming bastide town.

Fabulous stone water mill offering 3 en-suite bedrooms, living
room, kitchen, ofﬁce, garage plus a small gite. The house is
beaming with character and set in 3/4 acre garden.

Taux d’honoraires 9,600€ (8%) inclus à la charge de l’acquéreur

Taux d’honoraires 20,673€ (7%) inclus à la charge de l’acquéreur

Taux d’honoraires 22,800€ (6%) inclus à la charge de l’acquéreur

Ref: 9799-VI 203,300 € HAI DPE: F

Ref: 9825-MO 651,000 € HAI

DPE: Vierge

Ref: 9805-EY 402,800 € HAI

DPE: D

Ref: 9744- EY 199,280 € HAI DPE: Vierge

Lovely 3-bedroom stone village house with much to offer including
balcony with panoramic views over the valley, covered terrace plus
large room with old bread oven and conservatory on courtyard level.

Beautiful stone family home offering 6 bedrooms, living room
with stone ﬁreplace & drawing room. Plus large loft, basement,
cellar, stone barn & swimming pool. Set on 3.75 acres of land.

Stone village house with ﬁtted kitchen, large lounge, 3 bedrooms,
garage, lovely walled garden & off-road parking. Partly converted
loft, with potential for development. Exclusive to Agence Eleonor!

Taux d’honoraires 13,300€ (7%) inclus à la charge de l’acquéreur

Taux d’honoraires 31,000€ (5%) inclus à la charge de l’acquéreur

Taux d’honoraires 11,280€ (6%) inclus à la charge de l’acquéreur
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f you failed to notice
that the famous French
tricolour flag has undergone a facelift recently, then do not worry,
you are far from alone. In a
change so subtle that it has
taken almost a year to come
to light, the blue of the national flag has reverted to
the much darker navy blue
of revolutionary France in a
move that has political commentators scratching their
heads.
The new, navy blue - officially known as Pantone Reflex Blue - was the
original colour of the blue
stripe of the tricolore until it was changed by thenPresident Valérie Giscard
d'Estaing in 1976 to match
the blue of the European
flag which displays yellow
stars on a plain blue background, known as Marian
Blue. With the French and
European flags flown side
by side so often, staunch
Europhile d'Estaing made

the change for “aesthetic
reasons”, believing that
the two flags clashed when
flown together.
In reality, the two versions have both been in use
over recent decades; the
country's navy has exclusively used the darker version since the 1800s. The
significant recent change
was the hoisting of the traditional version over the
Elysée Palace and the National Assembly – France's
parliament. The move was
made last year with no press
release, no fuss and no media coverage.
President Emmanuel Macron is considered to be
very pro-European, but
faces a re-election battle
in April that will likely see
him challenged by rightleaning - or right-wing in
the case of Marine le Pen EU-sceptic opponents. The
change to the “traditional”
flag is being seen by many
as a subtle message that

Screenshot: BFMTV

Macron quietly changes the French flag

may appeal to voters right
of centre.
When the changes were
brought to wider attention
by a report on Europe1 radio, a statement from the
president's office insisted
that there was no “blue war”
with the EU. According to
officials, navy blue was
considered “more elegant”
but also “reconnects with a

symbol of the French Revolution”. Others had more
divisive theories: that the
darker blue, now noticeably
different to the blue of the
European Union flag, signalled a rift between France
and Europe.
“No communication was
made on this change of colour, no instructions were
given to change or not all the

official flags, the Élysée Palace affirms that the approach
is an incentive,” said Europe
1’s political correspondent.
“Emmanuel Macron’s entourage has no desire to give
the image of a president who
touches the deepest symbols
of the country, even if deep
down, as you might imagine,
there is a meaning behind it
all.” ■

Kylie launches range of high-end rosé wines
from Gambellara in Italy, a Sauvignon
Blanc from the Côtes de Gascogne, a
Merlot and a rosé from the Pays d'Oc and
a Spanish Cava. Outside of Europe, the
former Neighbours star also has a Chardonnay and a Pinot Noir produced in her
native Australia.
The singer's love for wine was apparently born following a visit to Europe in
her early career. “I was only 21 and this
trip was a first for me. Everything was
new, exciting, glamorous and...intoxicating! It was during this trip that I fell in
love with wine.”
Kylie is the latest A-list celebrity to
move into the lucrative wine market, following in the footsteps of stars such as
Ridley Scott, John Malkovich, George
Lucas and George Clooney. Her closest
geographic rival, however, may be the
Miraval brand of rosé, launched by Brad
Pitt and Angelina Jolie with the Perrin
family of Châteauneuf-du-Pape.
The Kylie brand has already sold 2.3
million bottles in the UK, France, Germany, Belgium and Australia, including
more than one million bottles of Prosecco. ■
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P

op sensation Kylie Minogue was
in France recently for the launch
of two high-end Provence rosés,
adding to her burgeoning wine
empire. The singer already has an established presence in the wine market, but
was at Château Sainte-Roseline in the
south of France to unveil two new additions to her “Collection” range of prestigious wines.
The rosé wines will be a Côtes de
Provence rosé and a Cru Classé Côtes de
Provence. The new wines will be made
at the 110-hectare domaine in the Var department which produces 650,000 bottles
each year.
Aurélie Bertin, owner of the Château
Sainte-Roseline and Minogue's French
business partner, described the rosés as
having a light, “poppy” image that the
pair hope may lead to a strengthening of
the wine’s presence in English-speaking
countries, such as the UK and the US
where Kylie has a huge fanbase.
Despite an ongoing, successful music
career, Kylie has been expanding her
growing range of wines in recent years,
which now includes a Prosecco rosé
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Tighter rules introduced as Covid cases surge

Credit: Mary Altaffer

A

s case numbers of
Covid rocketed in
November, and with
growing fears over
the new Omicron variant, the
government has brought in a
number of measures to help alleviate the strain on the healthcare system during the winter
months. Chief among these is
the expansion of the country's
vaccine booster programme.
There were initial plans to expand the booster programme to
the over-50s from 1st December, but addressing the nation on
25th November, Health Minister Olivier Véran revealed that
it would immediately be made
available to all. The gap between
the second vaccine dose and the
booster has also been reduced
from six months to five.
Furthermore, the double vaccinated must receive their booster jab in the two months after
they become eligible in order to
maintain their health pass. Those
who do not arrange to have a
booster jab within seven months
of their second jab will no longer
be able to access any establishment that requires proof of vaccination, such as restaurants,
from 15th January. The popular
TousAntiCovid application is
being updated to give users a
warning when their health pass
is about to expire.
The list of places where masks
are required has also been ex-

panded to include crowded outdoor spaces such as Christmas
markets and local authorities retain the ability to introduce maskwearing rules in town centres.
Many who have chosen not
to be vaccinated have instead
relied on PCR tests in place of
a health pass. Initially offered
for free, these PCR tests must
now be paid for by over 18s in
the absence of a prescription,
and the tougher restrictions will
see their validity reduced from
72 hours to just 24. “If you are
not vaccinated and you wish to

access the health pass you must
get tested every day, at your own
expense,” Mr Véran said.
The government hopes that
the tightening of the rules will
avoid the country having to return to the restrictions of previous waves. “I am announcing
neither a lockdown, nor a curfew, nor business closures, nor
limitations on movement,” the
health minister said. “We are
choosing to combine freedom
with responsibility. We believe
at the moment that we can get
through this wave without hav-

if the situation worsens significantly, France will follow the
example of Austria and introduce
a lockdown for the unvaccinated.
There has been no indication
whatsoever that the government
is considering this, but the public
does seem to back the idea.
A survey taken in mid-November revealed that 60% of
those polled are in favour of a
Covid lockdown just for nonvaccinated people. Somewhat
surprisingly, this figure is still at
40% among unvaccinated people themselves. ■

ing to resort to more restrictive
measures if we effectively use
the cards we have in our hand.”
“If we did not have the significant vaccination coverage that we
have, we would be overwhelmed
by the epidemic wave and, at this
point, would likely already be
back in lockdown,” he said, adding that the proportion of unvaccinated patients in French hospitals is “10 times higher than that
of vaccinated people.”
While a national lockdown
seems unlikely in the near future,
many are questioning whether,
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New biometric border points from May
at airports, but where the current ones
only check that the photo in your
passport matches your face, the EES
scanners will also check/register your
fingerprints and log how long you’re
allowed to stay in the EU.
Along with reinforcing the EU's
external borders, the scheme is designed
to streamline the current, manual
process as well as allowing authorities
to automatically and digitally track
visitors who overstay their welcome.
Many fear, however, that the changes,
especially the collection of fingerprints,
may cause further border delays for
non-EU visitors.
“EES will replace the current system
of manual stamping of passports, which
is time-consuming, does not provide
reliable data on border crossings and
does not allow a systematic detection
of over-stayers and travellers who
have exceeded the maximum duration
of their authorised stay,” the European
Commission’s Migration and Home
Affairs Directorate said in a statement.
While the EES may be relatively
seamless at airports, Eurotunnel and
cross-Channel ferry operators have
raised concerns. “There is no way
of doing a biometric control without
getting everyone out of the vehicle,”
said Tim Reardon, from the Dover
Harbour Board, during a recent meeting
of the UK Lords Committee. “That’s
the one thing which cannot happen on
our site because you’re in the middle
of live traffic. It would be equivalent to
asking people to get out of their car at a
motorway toll booth. It’s fundamentally
unsafe, and it can’t happen. There is
no such thing as an e-gate for a car,
and there is no such thing as an e-gate
process for people travelling as a group
– they’re all one-at-a-time processes.”
Gareth Williams, strategy director and
company secretary for Eurostar, voiced
similar concerns: “If we take the peak of
August, it’s up to 80 per cent of people
who will have to go through the system
on each train.”
Once the EES is up and running, it is
expected that the wider European Travel
Information and Authorisation System
(ETIAS) will be introduced shortly
afterwards, to run in conjunction.
Citizens of EU countries are able to
travel anywhere in the EU, but anyone
from a non-EU country has to apply for a
visa, unless they are on a special list of 59
countries which have been granted visafree access. This list currently includes
the UK, US, Japan and Australia and
nationals from these countries can travel
within the EU's Schengen area for up to
90 days without a visa.
ETIAS is a new document that
visitors from these 59 countries will
soon be required to have in order to
enter countries within the Schengen
Area (*). The system is very similar
to, and in fact based on, the Electronic
System for Travel Authorization
(ESTA) used when visiting the United
States. The ETIAS application process
is quick and simple, and will cost €7
per person when it comes into force,
with each authorisation valid for three
years and multiple visits. Applications
are necessary for leisure, business or
transit.
Whilst the ETIAS is not a visa - it is
much quicker, cheaper and simpler to
obtain - it will work in a similar way:

Credit: Bundespolizei

>> continued from pg 1

visitors will have to apply for approval
before travel to a Schengen country and
also provide the document at the border
when entering. The details required
in applications will include passport
details and personal information (name,
address, date of birth, etc.), as well as
information concerning health, criminal
records and previous EU immigration
history. This information will be
checked against a European database
and applications can be refused on
security grounds. It is not currently
clear how strict the rules will be, but
ESTA requests in the US are routinely
denied for those with serious criminal
convictions including assault, arson,
theft and fraud.
“The ETIAS system will cross-check
travellers against EU information
systems for internal security, borders
and migration before their trip, helping
to identify ahead of time people who
may pose a risk to security or health,
as well as compliance with migration
rules,” the European Commission said
in a recent statement.
Despite complaints to the contrary
from within parts of the British media,
neither EES nor ETIAS has anything
to do with Brexit. In fact, Britain was
one of the leading voices campaigning
for the stricter border controls. “The
UK government was one of its biggest
supporters, obviously prior to the
referendum, and ETIAS was seen as
part of the digital securitisation of
borders that the UK wanted to lead on
in the EU,” former Labour MEP Claude
Moraes told The Guardian.
When ETIAS does eventually go live,
applications must be made online –
postal applications will not be possible.
According to the European Commission,
the process should take less than 10
minutes to complete and in 95% of
cases will be approved within minutes.
Where more checks are required, the
process could take up to 96 hours and if
additional documentation is requested
from the applicant, processing times could
potentially take up to four weeks. ■

WHAT IS THE SCHENGEN AREA?
The Schengen Area comprises 26 European countries that have officially
abolished all passport and all other types of border control at their mutual
borders. The area mostly functions as a single jurisdiction for international
travel purposes and is named after the agreement signed in 1985 in Schengen, Luxembourg. Following the UK's exit, 21 of the 26 European nations
are members of the Schengen Area. Of the remaining five, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, and Romania are legally obliged to join in the future while the
Republic of Ireland maintains an opt-out and instead operates its own visa
policy.
While not full members of the EU, the four European Free Trade Association (EFTA) member states - Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, and Switzerland - have also signed agreements in association with the Schengen Agreement. Three European micro states, Monaco, San Marino, and the Vatican
City, are also de-facto members of the Schengen Area.
The area has a total population of 420 million people with 1.3 billion
Schengen crossings taking place each year, including 1.7 million people
commuting for work daily. A massive €2.8 trillion of goods are transported
frictionlessly by road across Schengen borders each year.
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ritish cycling royalty Geraint
Thomas had an eventful training run recently in the south of
France, summing up his day on
Twitter as follows: “Lovely ride. Lovely
coffee stop in Menton... Except someone
nicked my bike!” The 2018 Tour de France
winner then faced the ignominy of having to
order a taxi home, tweeting a picture of himself in an Uber and telling told his followers,
“It's a Dogma F model with F12 stickers,
random mismatched wheels and in need of a
wash”, along with the hashtag #oneofakind.
The drama began after his high-tech racing bike was swiped from outside the café in
the small town close to Monaco, where the
Welsh rider is based as he seeks to regain
the form that led to his famous win in the
world's most prestigious race. Adding insult
to injury, the two-time Olympic gold medalist was set to lose valuable training data
from the onboard computer, tweeting with
admirable stoicism: “Plus I haven’t downloaded my Garmin this week. If it ain’t on
TrainingPeaks it didn’t happen, right?”
The story had a happy ending, however,
after local police quickly spotted a man on
an expensive-looking bike, but apparently
struggling to ride it. “Look what showed
up!!” Thomas tweeted along with a picture
of the bike and the officers who had returned
it. “Big thanks to the Menton Police for their
help. All’s well that ends well.”
Thomas has ridden for Team Ineos (for-

merly Team Sky) since its inception in 2010
and at age 35, recently agreed a new two-year
deal that will likely see him end his career
with the British team that has won seven of
the last ten Tours. “It's hard. I've had to separate the emotional and the business side of
things,” the rider said recently. “It's been the
worst contract to redo because there's been
a lot going on, but I'm happy that it's finally
almost done. Once it's announced, we can
move on and I can concentrate on getting fit
and riding my bike. In two or three years, I'll
be done, which is a weird thought, so I really want to enjoy my last few years of racing. The closer you get to stopping, the more
retirement is in the back of your mind.”
Thomas has suffered several serious injuries in recent years which have prevented
him from adding to his single Grand Tour
victory, and also crashed during this year's
Tokyo Olympics road race while trying to
add to his two previous track golds.
British cycling has been enjoying significant success on the roads in recent years,
and Lizzie Deignan added to this in October when she won the first ever women's
Paris-Roubaix classic. The infamous race
- the men's version of which was first run
125 years ago - passes over a number of sections of treacherous cobbles, giving it the
nickname “Enfer du Nord”, or “Hell of the
North”.
Despite driving rain making conditions
even more dangerous than usual, Deignan

Geraint Thomas @GeraintThomas86 (Twitter)

Geraint Thomas orders taxi after bike stolen

broke away from the rest of the peloton with
a massive 82 kilometres left to race, staying
clear of the pre-race favourite, Dutchwoman
Marianne Vos, and the reigning world champion, Italian Elisa Longo Borghini. “I feel so
incredibly proud - women's cycling is at a
turning point and today is a part of history,”
the British rider said following her landmark
victory. “I'm also proud to be part of a team
making history. Even fans watching at home

are making history, showing there's an appetite for women's cycling and that these athletes can do one of the hardest races in the
world.”
While women's cycling is on the rise,
there is still huge inequality within the sport:
Deignan received just €1,535 for the win, far
less than the €30,000 taken home by Italian
racer Sonny Colbrelli in the men's race the
following day. ■

Rare Einstein notes sell
for record in Paris

H

andwritten notes by Albert Einstein, made as he formulated his
groundbreaking theory of general relativity, have sold at a Paris
auction for €11.6 million, more than four
times the estimated value. Christie's auction
house described the document as “without
a doubt the most valuable Einstein manuscript ever to come to auction” and offering
“a fascinating plunge into the mind of the
20th century’s greatest scientist”.
Einstein's theory of special relativity,
more familiar to most schoolchildren as the
equation E=mc², was published in 1905.
The 54-page manuscript recently sold details his calculations as the physicist subsequently built on this to formulate his sig-

nature achievement, the theory of general
relativity, which he published in 1915.
The document was written in 1913 and
1914 in Zurich, Switzerland, by Einstein
and his colleague and confidant Michele
Besso, a Swiss engineer. The calculations
contain a number of errors and, when he had
spotted these, Einstein set aside the work.
The fact that it survives is down to Besso,
who preserved it for posterity.
“Scientific documents by Einstein in this
period, and before 1919 generally, are extremely rare,” Christie’s said. “Being one of
only two working manuscripts documenting
the genesis of the theory of general relativity that we know about, it is an extraordinary
witness to Einstein’s work.”■
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Paris accidentally installs EU cars to be fitted
with speed limiters
Harry Potter signpost

P

F
Pierre Liscia @PierreLiscia (Twitter)

aris secured its
place in Harry
Potter
folklore
this month when
it inadvertently installed
an official signpost directing people towards
the “Chemin de traverse”,
or “Diagon Alley” as it is
better known to Englishspeaking fans of the series.
The story began one year
ago when local art students
adapted a street sign in the
19th arrondissement, adding an extra marker directing pedestrians towards
the “Chemin de traverse”.
Initially a joke, the largely
cardboard addition to the
exiting street sign was so
convincing that when it
subsequently deformed due
to wet weather, local council workers believed that
it had been damaged and
needed replacing.
As the new sign arrived,
local residents filmed its
installation in disbelief,
posting the video on TikTok. “The council workers
are here, and as you can see,
they have replicated it exactly on a brand new post,
with Chemin de traverse on
top,” a local explains in the
video. “I guess you'll have
to ask Harry Potter himself
exactly where that is!”
Despite lifting the spirits of many on the internet, some have used the
incident to attack the city's
mayor, Anne Hidalgo, citing it as an example of
wasted public funds. The
Paris town hall responded
by saying it was a “mistake
by an official who was do-

ing their work well” and arguing that it showed “how
responsive our officials
are”.
Diagon Alley is a wizarding high street and one of
the first magical places that
Harry Potter visits as he
shops for a wand ahead of
his first year at Hogwarts.
In the books, it can only
be accessed by tapping the
correct brick in the wall

behind the Leaky Cauldron
pub, and is invisible to
Muggles.
Although some have criticised the new sign, many
have enjoyed the story and
welcomed it as a new addition to the area and a draw
for tourists. Local officials
have not confirmed any future plans for the sign, but
did hint that it “could” be
left as it is. ■

rom July next year, all
new cars sold in the EU
must be equipped with
an automated device
that will alert drivers and make
accelerating more difficult when
the speed limit has been reached.
The Intelligent Speed Adaptation
(ISA) uses onboard cameras and
artificial intelligence to identify
the current speed limit and give
visual and audio alerts, while
automatically slowing the car
down.
When the legal speed has been
reached, the accelerator pedal
will become increasingly hard
to press and will vibrate under
the driver's foot. It will remain
possible to continue accelerating through increased pressure
and the ISA system – or AIV in
French – can be disabled partially, or completely, via the car's
onboard interface.
“The EU has a once-in-a-generation opportunity to make a
massive difference,” said Graziella Jost, projects director of
the European Transport Safety
Council (ETSC). “Fitting intelligent speed assistance on every

new vehicle as standard could
eventually prevent a fifth of road
deaths.”
Motoring groups, such as 40
Millions d’automobilistes, have
derided the changes, claiming
that they lead to “braking that
happens too suddenly” or problems when “road signs are not
always up to date with real speed
limits”. There are also fears that,
once the system is in the majority
of cars, the ability to override it
could be removed.
In a previous test, however,
the UK's Autocar magazine saw
some benefits, reporting that “We
found the ISA system especially
useful in built-up areas where
hard-to-spot 20mph and 30mph
zones alternate. Another place
it earns its keep is the change
in zones from 40mph to 30mph.
It’s also handy in average speed
zones, where it can be difficult to
spot when they’ve ended.”
With so many crashes caused
by excessive speed, the European
authorities believe that the ISA
system could potentially reduce
the number of road accidents by
30%, and deaths by 20%.. ■
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A relaxing spa... a quick Mystery big cat still on
beer... how about both! the prowl near Calais

M

any among us enjoy a relaxing afternoon at a health spa,
while others may prefer a
cold beer with friends. If you
like both, then you may be interested to
learn that the country's first Beer Spa is set
to open its doors in December. Situated in
Strasbourg, the spa is the culmination of a
dream held by two young entrepreneurs who
were inspired by a similar project they saw
whilst travelling in the Czech Republic five
years ago.
“The idea came to us in 2016, during a trip
to Prague,” explained Naomie Crawshaw,
speaking with her partner and co-founder
Paul Fruh. “We loved the idea of this double
activity. Personally, I am a big fan of spas,
and Paul loves the conviviality of meeting

up with friends for a drink. So this beer spa
concept was the perfect opportunity to bring
the two together!”
After several delays linked to the pandemic and the supply of timber, their dream
is about to become a reality. Visitors can
expect to spend 15 minutes in a sauna, followed by 30 minutes in a spa where local
artisanal beers and other refreshments are
available on tap. The pampering is then
completed by a further 15 minutes in a relaxation room.
“Guests will be able to taste draft beer
from a family-owned micro-brewery, based
in nearby Muttersholtz. It is very important
to us not to simply pump out industrial beer,
but to showcase local producers.” ■

credit: Gendarmerie Nationale

taakabeerspa.com

by Julia Watson

T

he hunt continues for a big cat –
believed to be a puma – that has
been spotted numerous times in
the Pas-de-Calais department in
the north of France. The first reported sighting came just outside the village of Auxi-leChâteau on 13th October, with a subsequent
sighting several days later in a field near the
village of Ligny-sur-Canche, approximately
midway between Calais and Amiens.
Despite a team of 20 gendarmes tracking
the animal, the trail was lost before a further
sighting 50 kilometres away on the outskirts
of Arras a fortnight later. This sighting was
confirmed by local police officers sent out to
investigate before a specialist team including gendarmes, hunters and a vet tracked the
animal. Using a helicopter equipped with
thermal imaging, the big cat was located in

a small copse, but the animal could not be
coaxed out.
The search was eventually called off at
midday the following day and the predator
remains at large. “The authorities remain
vigilant and on high alert in the hope of
finding the animal,” sub-prefect of Béthune
Chantal Ambroise told journalists.
Authorities have granted permission to
shoot the cat, but animal rights campaigners have launched a petition to protect the
animal, which has so for neither hurt nor
attacked anyone. The petition currently has
60,000 signatures.
There are no zoos or circuses in the area,
and authorities currently believe that the
animal, which is around 80 cm tall, is an escaped, undeclared pet. ■

F

or several years now, unmarked police cars equipped with speed camera
equipment have been patrolling the
roads of France, dishing out fines to
those breaking the speed limit. As the technology has advanced, the practice of mobile speed
cameras has become more entrenched and a few
years ago, the government announced that they
would be handing out licences to private companies to perform the enforcement.
These privately operated vehicles are already
in operation elsewhere in the region – a fleet of
four cars began handing out fines in the HauteVienne in August this year – and local authorities have now confirmed “at least two” speed
camera cars will be deployed in the Dordogne
from April 2022.
There are two main differences between the
privately owned vehicles and those operated
by the Gendarmerie. Firstly, while the police
cars are only authorised to work for an hour
and three-quarters each day, the private drivers can each work for six hours each day. On
the flip side, they will be more lenient and will
only hand out tickets to those exceeding the current speed limit by more than 10km/h; standard speed cameras have a 5 km/h tolerance on
speeds under 100 km/h.
The private vehicles are designed to blend in
with normal traffic. They will carry standard
local number plates and are typically common
models of cars such as a Peugeot 308, Dacia
Sandero, Ford Focus or Citroën Berlingo. An
assortment of cameras and GPS equipment al-

low the cars to calculate the speed of oncoming
vehicles, and while the cameras on the dashboard may be visible at close range, by the time
you can see them, it will almost certainly be too
late if you are speeding. Rear cameras can also
catch drivers travelling at excessive speed in the
same direction as the camera car.
Supporters say that privatising the service
will free up police and gendarmes for other work
and authorities have maintained from the start
that these private contracts are simply aimed at
improving road safety and reducing the number
of deaths. “The objective of these mobile radars
is to save lives,” insisted Sébastien Brach, an
official at the Haute-Vienne prefecture. “Excessive or inappropriate speed is a factor in almost
all of our serious road accidents.”
Opponents claim that the vehicles are just a
cash cow for private companies who have no
interest in public safety, but a big eye on profits.
They claim that once a licence has been issued,
nothing can stop these companies targeting
wide, straight, fast and relatively safe sections
of the road network where they are more likely
to silently flash speeding drivers.
Countering this claim, authorities insist
that the drivers are paid a fixed, net salary of
€22,000, with no commission incentives, and
that the cars will only operate on pre-agreed
sections of the Dordogne road network. GSR,
a subsidiary of the GEOS security company, is
believed to have paid €16.5 million for the licence to operate in the Nouvelle-Aquitaine region. ■

© Phil@poste

Privately run speed camera Limited edition stamps
honour Joséphine Baker
cars to begin operating in
Dordogne from April

A

s local icon Joséphine Baker enters the Panthéon, a series of four
collector's edition stamps has been created to celebrate the life of
the Resistance fighter and international star of stage and screen.
Costing €8.50 and printed in the Dordogne, only 9,600 of these
stamps are being issued and were exclusively made available to Dordogne
residents from 27th November at the Boulazac printing press, before going on
sale across the country.
Born into poverty in Missouri in 1906, Joséphine Baker rose to international stardom after moving to France to pursue a career in show business. She
married French industrialist Jean Lion in 1937, taking French nationality and
renouncing her US citizenship. During the Second World War she was known
for aiding the French Resistance.
When the Germans invaded France and took Paris, she moved to the Château des Milandes, her home in the Dordogne, where she housed people keen
to help the Free French effort led by the exiled Charles de Gaulle. In 1963, she
spoke at the March on Washington at the side of Reverend Martin Luther King
Jr, all while wearing her Free French uniform emblazoned with her Légion
d'honneur medal awarded for her work with the Resistance.
The Panthéon is the burial place of the most celebrated French icons such
as scientist Marie Curie and writer Victor Hugo. Only five women were previously among the 80 national heroes to have been given the honour – Baker
became the sixth last month and is the first woman of colour. ■
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Beautiful Brussels sprouts

he most popular food at the Christmas feast
is not the turkey, it’s the roast potatoes. I’ve
never seen the point of turkey myself, given
the other options of similar better-tasting
birds like goose or capon. Chicken, even, if it is one
that has developed its flavour by scratching around
the garden and being fed scraps off the kitchen table.
Bought chicken, even the fancy yellow ones, tend to be
as bland as turkey.
Coming in at number 8 on the list of favourites is,
believe it or not, the Brussels sprout. More usually
maligned, the vegetable deserves respect. It’s been a
victim for too long of that unforgivable British cooking
technique, the dedicated overcook.
Cultivar of a subgroup of the cabbage family with
a subtly different taste, it is, somewhat surprisingly,
a native of the Mediterranean region. Very early
versions are thought to have been found in Ancient
Rome. It first appeared in northern Europe during the
5th century. The first reference to it appears in 1587.
But it had begun to be cultivated for its edible buds
in the 13th century near Brussels, which gave these
gemmifera (bud producers) their name. (This is useful
information to pass on to those who insist there’s no
‘s’ on the first word.)
Belgium is still the largest producer on the Continent,
with 82,000 metric tons a year. While the Brits grow a
similar amount, they don’t export them. French settlers
to Louisiana in the 18th century introduced them into
the United States. Not a bad record for a vegetable so
many people consider despicable.
Perhaps all they need to do is try a different recipe.
They are considerably uplifted by the addition of chunks
of chestnut and/or crispy bacon bits or lardons. But
did you know what the zing of curls of lemon zest can
achieve? Toasted hazelnuts are another complement.
Roasting rather than boiling Brussels sprouts is the
technique currently popular. However, it can make
them bitter and leave them unpleasantly crunchy. A
better method that brings out their sugar is to cut them
in half to produce a broader surface and sizzle them in
oil and butter, cut side down in a large frying pan over
a low to medium heat for 5 minutes. Then slam a lid on
the pan for a further 5 minutes for the Brussels sprouts
to wilt. If you then want to give them a Middle Eastern
twist, before serving, throw in a handful of pomegranate
seeds and drizzle over a little pomegranate molasses to
add a crunch and acidity.
You don’t have to wait until Christmas to eat Brussels
sprouts. This vegetarian cheesy gratin makes a soothing
one-dish meal all winter long. ■
Julia Watson has been a long-time Food Writer for
newspapers and magazines in the US and the UK.
She writes 'Tabled', a weekly food blog at juliawatson.
substack.com

Ingredients

750ml milk

600g Brussels sprouts, trimmed and halved
if large

100ml crème fraîche

1 large tablespoon grainy Dijon mustard
150g Cantal or other strong-flavoured
cheese, grated

1 tablespoon olive oil
50g unsalted butter

40g dried breadcrumbs or Panko

2 shallots, finely chopped

2 thyme sprigs, leaves only

50g flour

60g skin-free hazelnuts, roughly chopped

Preheat the oven to 220C.
Bring a large pan of lightly salted water to the boil. Add the sprouts and cook for 3 minutes
then drain and set aside.
To make the béchamel sauce, heat the oil and butter in a medium saucepan until the butter is
foaming. Add the shallots and cook over a low heat stirring occasionally until soft. Tip in the
flour and cook for 2 minutes. Remove from the heat and in several pours, slowly whisk in
the milk to incorporate it into the flour paste, continuously whisking until you get a smooth
sauce.
Return to the heat. Add the mustard and simmer for 2 minutes. Keep on whisking. Slowly
incorporate the crème fraîche, followed by the cheese. Season to taste with freshly ground
black pepper, and salt if it needs any.
Toss together the dried breadcrumbs, thyme leaves and hazelnuts. Tip the sprouts into a deep
30 x 20cm ovenproof dish and pour over the sauce. Top with the breadcrumb mixture. Bake
in the centre of the oven for 20-25 minutes or until golden brown and bubbling.
Leave to rest for at least 10 mins before serving.
This dish can be made well in advance before the final baking step. It goes particularly well
with any cut of pork or ham but makes a substantial one-dish meal on its own. Crispy bacon
bits can substitute for the hazelnut crumbs for a different take.
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The wines of Bergerac the drive towards organic wine

M

ost of us, I suspect, would prefer to
drink wines that neither damage the environment nor threaten our own health.
We do not like the thought of drinking
wines that contain the remnants of the chemical pesticides, fungicides and insecticides that for so long have
been heaped over the vines and fields in the interest of
productivity, efficiency and profit.
The problem is to get clear, accurate and up-to-date
information to help us, the consumers, to know what
we’re eating and drinking. So I greeted with pleasure
a new pamphlet, titled Le Sens de la Nature, from my
friends at the Vins de Bergerac et Duras. It is full of
useful and hopeful information and lots of good news.
It hails the increased use of bats (rather than chemicals) to attack the Eudemis butterfly, a serious scourge
in the vineyard. It describes the advanced new network of weather stations that aims to give each vineyard a reliable local forecast fourteen days ahead.
It stresses the steady roll-out of fruit trees being
planted among the vines (something the Romans used
to do) to promote biodiversity.
And it describes the use of new smart and green
weed-scourers, controlled by drones, and the new
structures to help farmers, vineyards and wine merchants, schools, banks, local councils and co-ops
work together for a greener future. Above all, it tells
us that 80 per cent of vineyards in our region now “are
engaged in the environmental process”, with a target
of making that 100 per cent by 2024.
That sounds great, but what does it mean exactly?
Going into the small print, we learn that 53 per cent
of our vineyards can now put an environmental label
on their bottles. That breaks down into 28 per cent
of vineyards that can carry the green AB sign, which
stands for Agriculture Biologique, and 25 per cent can
carry the label HVE3, which stands for Haute Valeur
Environmentale.
This is where it starts to get complicated. The AB

© cmspic / 123rf.com

by Martin Walker

label forbids the use of herbicides and of chemical fertilisers. It also forbids produits phytosanitaires de synthèse, which means synthetic products for plant health
and in particular, according to my Larousse dictionary,
to tackle parasites which threaten plant health.
All this sounds good but it also means that, unlike
the USA where a wine cannot be labelled ‘organic’ if
it contains any added sulphur, the AB label permits
the use of small amounts of sulphur dioxide in the vat.
The HVE3 label is even more complicated. It certifies that the winemaker promotes biodiversity with
hedges, ponds and shrubs, and it cuts down on the use
of chemicals without banning them entirely. It’s good,
but it’s not as good as the AB.
Moreover, most people assume that the HVE label
means what it says. Not quite. There is HVE1, which
permits the use of herbicides, fungicides and insecticides, so long as the winemakers express good intentions to reduce their use. Then there is HVE2, a
halfway point between HVE3 (which is serious) and
HVE1 (which doesn’t mean much at all).
I understand the bureaucratic thinking behind this.
To go organic requires a serious commitment of a
minimum three years with annual inspections for the
farmer and winemaker. It means investing time, effort,
money and lots of paperwork. So the HVE process is
intended to lure farmers in slowly but surely, step by
step.
The problem is that we consumers have to put considerable effort into understanding exactly what it is
we are drinking. It is confusing. I have spent a couple
of days searching websites and talking to winemakers
I know and trust before writing this article.
We are fortunate in this region. The new brochure
tells us that there are 7,800 hectares of vines in the
Bergerac-Duras, almost 20,000 acres, that are certified AB or in the HVE process. That is two-thirds of
our vines which means we are making excellent progress. But this does not yet mean that we have gone

green.
There are other labels, like Demeter, which means
the vines are certified as being grown under biodynamic rules. This is even more strict than AB, and its
use of the lunar calendar and cow horns stuffed with
plants or manure and then buried might raise eyebrows. But it works.
Two local vineyards that I know well have gone
fully biodynamic. One is Château Feely just outside
Saussignac, and the other day I shared a bottle of the
2010 red wine, Les Compagnons, with Caro Feely. It
was a sublime wine, dense and yet supple, one of the
finest wines I have tasted this year. (I also recommend
her excellent blog on the website chateaufeely.com)
The other, also in the Saussignac, is Château Monestier La Tour, where the Scheufele family have spared
no expense in building a state-of-the art vineyard and
chai with a dedicated garden producing the required
herbal remedies. Any doubts I had about cow horns
were banished when I trickled through my hands the
soft, fertile soil that had been raw manure before the
cow horn treatment. And their wines are lovely.
The element I most missed in this new brochure is
the potential that we consumers have to make it clear
to wine stores and supermarkets that we want them to
rally behind the greening of our vineyards. I know the
HVE process is not perfect but this campaign will not
be won until Carrefour, Leclerc, Lidl and Intermarché
announce that they plan to phase out all wines that are
not certified by AB, HVE3 or Demeter. ■
Martin Walker, author of the best-selling ‘Bruno,
chief of police’ novels, is a Grand Consul de la Vinée de Bergerac. Formerly a journalist, he spent 25
years as foreign correspondent for The Guardian
and then became editor-in-chief of United Press International. He and his wife Julia have had a home
in the Périgord since 1999 and one of his great hobbies is visiting the vineyards of Bergerac.
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CHARTERED
STRUCTURAL
ENGINEER

Pre-purchase & Structural Surveys.
Verbal & written reports.
Structural calculations & drawings.
Redevelopment ideas & solutions.
Tim Haw B.Eng C.Eng M.I.Struct.E

FR: 0033 (0)6 52 06 22 79
UK: 0044 (0)7448 466 662

Web: www.versineer.com
Email: enquiries@versineer.com
Siret: 498 843 051 00018

At Masterplans.eu we can help guide you
through your planning application in France.
From initial feasibility to completed dossiers.
We will compile all the relevant drawings and
complete the necessary paperwork to ensure
your application proceeds smoothly.
We are equally at home working with clients
here in France or those living abroad.

Tel: 05 55 80 72 83
Mob: 06 33 07 29 72
Email: info@masterplans.eu
www.masterplans.eu
Siret: 790 016 984 00011

Can your
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Give us a call or send
us an email:
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Building
Services
Electricians

Dan Dan
the odd Job Man!

06 04 17 80 93
Please mention
The Bugle when
responding to adverts

Building
Services
Carpenters/Joiners
Darren Piper

Carpentry &

Building Services
Qualified craftsman with over
20 years experience running his own
business in the UK - Specializing in:
 Decking (all shapes and designs)
 Renovations, alterations & conversions
 Kitchens  Bathrooms Roofs
Based in Sigoulès and covering
Eymet, Bergerac, Duras & surroundings
FREE QUOTES

e: darren.piper@hotmail.com

06 89 18 35 89
Siret: 847 651 072 00013

Building
Services
General

Entreprise
Electricité Générale
All aspects of electrical
works undertaken
Departments 36, 23, 87 & 86
UK / French Satellite and TV
Aerial installations
Décennale insured

06 16 91 64 67

contact@reactive-resource.com
www.reactive-resource.com
Siren: 808 481 170

CONFORELEC

06 32 81 13 15

Based near Bergerac
General Maintenance - Shelving
Woodwork and Carpentry
Dry Walling - Small odd Jobs
Garden Maintenance

Tel: 06 78 67 02 91
www.oddjobs.fr

siret: 831 746 193 00018

Building
Services
Architects/Surveyors

PARQUET
WOOD FLOOR
● Renovation

● Machine Cleaning (also terraces)
● Dust Free Sanding

see main ad - pg 4

Alexander Kopp

For more information
on advertising in the
Bugle Business
Directory, give us
a call or send us an
email:

sales24@thebugle.eu

sales24@thebugle.eu

sales24@thebugle.eu

06 04 17 80 93

06 04 17 80 93

06 04 17 80 93

07 86 08 87 91

parquetparfait@gmail.com

www.parquet-parfait.fr
Siret: 852 127 794 00018

Nigel’s Handyman
Services
Based near Beynac/Sarlat (24)

Garden/General Maintenance,
Metal Repairs, Property Maintenance,
Small Odd Jobs & General DIY
A friendly & experienced service,
all enquiries welcome

Tel: 06 02 16 76 37

Email: jillcarney68@aol.co.uk
siret 848 588 919 00011

sales24@thebugle.eu

06 04 17 80 93

ANGLO
SCAFFOLDING
HIRE
UK scaffolding supplied and
erected here in France
Qualified and fully insured
FREE no obligation quotes
Call Ian on

06 34 24 64 11

or find us on Facebook:
@angloscaffolding

Email: akbrunnstrom@yahoo.co.uk
SIRET: 799 067 939 00014
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To advertise in The Bugle Business Directory,
call 06 04 17 80 93 or email sales24@thebugle.eu

Buying or selling small items...?
Check out our online Classifieds... updated daily!

www.thebugle.eu/classifieds.php

To place a Classified, simply email details of your item for sale to notices@thebugle.eu
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Merry Christmas from all at Blacktower… and a final word on
recent pension changes! - Rosemary Sheppard, Senior International Financial Adviser

T

he recent budget
has thrown up
some interesting
dilemmas within
the world of pensions, namely that, as of 30th November
2021, you no longer have the
Statutory right to transfer
from your current pension
scheme.
What does this mean in
reality? Well, a new system of Red and Amber flags
has been introduced, which
could mean that your pension company can refuse a

transfer request if certain criteria are not met and a “Red
Flag” is raised. This may
have dire consequences for
non-UK residents, who are,
after Brexit, already struggling with some pension
companies, to maintain flexible access to their pensions.
However, from our internal
analysis there should be very
few occasions, if any, when
this happens, as long as you
are prepared to provide all
the necessary information
to your adviser and pension
company in order to complete
the transfer satisfactorily.
If an Amber flag is raised,
which is the more likely scenario, as one of these flags
concerns proof of overseas
residency, then an additional
stage of speaking with the

Government MoneyHelper
service will be necessary.
Their key aim is to help avoid
pension scams, which can
only be a good thing for all,
namely the scheme member
and the finance industry as a
whole.
Generally, these changes
should not have a big effect,
other than to potentially extend the time it may take to
transfer, but increasingly we
are experiencing pension
companies penalising their
non-UK resident members
with loss of flexibility and/
or difficulty making adhoc
withdrawals. Add to that
the fact that due to increasing costs of PI (Professional
Indemnity) cover, that all
regulated firms have to have
in place to protect their cli-

ents, many of the UK pension
companies are increasing the
minimum amount they will
accept in, as a transfer, to
£250,000. Therefore, if you
have a smaller pension, or a
few smaller pensions, that
you wish to transfer the time
you may have left to do this
could be limited, if others follow suit.
If this is something you
have been thinking about, but
not yet done anything about,
now is the time to take action
and advice… don’t put it off
for another year because who
knows what changes may occur in the next March budget!
We are here to help you.
To arrange a professional
and impartial consultation
please contact me by email:
R o s e m a r y. s h e p p a r d @

blacktowerfm.com, visit our
website www.blacktowerfm.
com or call me on 06 38 86
99 70.
This article is based on
the opinion of the financial adviser and author, and
does not reflect the views of
Blacktower. The above information is based on current
legislation which is subject
to change and does not constitute as investment advice,
or investment research and
you should seek advice from
a professional adviser before
embarking on any financial
planning activity.
Blacktower
Insurance
Agents & Advisors Ltd is
regulated in Cyprus by the
Insurance Companies Con-

trol Service and registered
with ORIAS in France.
Blacktower Financial Management (Cyprus) Ltd is
regulated in Cyprus by the
Cyprus Securities & Exchange Commission and is
registered with the AMF in
France.

Advertising in The Bugle Business Directory
Advertising your business couldn’t be easier. Text only, boxed listings are available in our Business Directory from just €12.50/month.
Alternatively, why not spotlight your business with an Advertorial, available from 1/6 Page (€50 HT) up to Full Page (€300 HT).
Both Directory Adverts and Advertorials represent a cost effective way to put your brand in front of more than 30,000 pairs of eyes each month!!

For more information on any of our advertising options, please feel free to give us a call
on 06 04 17 80 93 or send an email to sales24@thebugle.eu

6-Month Contract

12-Month Contract

Small b&w Directory Ad

€100

€150

Large b&w Directory Ad

€130

€195

Small Colour Directory Ad

€140

€210

Large Colour Directory Ad

€180

€270

All prices exclude TVA (20%)

Large Directory Ad
46mm x 71mm
(Actual Size)
45 words max
Small Directory Ad
46mm x 46mm
(Actual Size)

30 words max

Directory Advertising is available either in black and white or colour, and in either small (30 words max) or large (45 words max) format.
Directory adverts may only contain text (small logos may be allowed when supplied). The minimum contract length is 6 months.
Advertising is payable on publication. All prices are HT.
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Houses on Internet: A Global Property Network

H

ouses on Internet
– Global Property
Services (hereafter
referred
to
as
“HOI-GPS”) is the
internet/marketing company that
has helped people sell their French
property to buyers worldwide
since 2009.
Richard Kroon, founder and
director of the company: “In spite
of Covid, the number of sold
properties has been higher than
recent years. The buyers are mostly
European, but we see many buyers
from other continents too, which
is why our worldwide advertising
is so important. Our marketing
efforts are definitely paying
off and guarantee a worldwide
exposure of your property to
buyers wherever they live.
“Last year we sold properties
in the price range from € 42,000
to € 1,200,000 to people from 17

different countries, like France,
Australia, Belgium, Holland, the
United Kingdom, Switzerland,
Germany,
Norway,
Sweden,
Canada, Denmark and SouthAfrica.
“The actual work all starts with
the presentation of a property. If
that’s not good enough, all other
marketing efforts are useless. Our
photographers take many photos
of your house, garden, the views,
etc. Some of our clients supply
their own photos which gets them
a discount on the fee.
“About 50 to 60 of those
photos are selected, enhanced and
presented on the dedicated website
we make for each property in
English, French and Dutch.
“The texts don’t just describe the
house, garden and outbuildings,
but information about shopping,
schools, airports and leisure is
given too.

“When the website for the house
is online, we first connect it to our
main HOI-GPS websites which
attract over 135,000 visitors from
30+ countries each month. Most
of these people find us through
Google and additional Google
advertising.
“To reach an even larger
audience, a summary of the
presentation of the house is
also placed on several other
leading property websites. These
adverts are also connected to the
dedicated website of the house,
making it all one big global
property network.
“As the property market
has become a global one, a
prospective buyer can be on the
other side of the world while the
owner is in bed sleeping. With
our approach, the buyer does not
have to wait and can see the entire
property whenever they want, at

the moment they are interested in
it.”
For more information on HOIGPS or to market your property
through them, visit their website. ■

Houses on Internet Global Property Services
www.housesoninternet.com

+31 (0)6 41 20 73 69
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Stephen Wisedale

Computers,
Internet &
Satellites

WiFi Anglais

Garden
Services

Gifts &
Crafts

Frederic Jardinage

Christmas Cards Now Available!

Keeping you connected!

Harlequin
Satellite TV

English Free to Air
Satellite TV... Freesat
French Satellite TV... TNT
English Subscription TV
Full installation service
DIY Kits
Dishes realigned/upgraded
Trouble shooting
Covering16, 23, north 24,
36, east 86, & 87

06.06.60.46.97
harlequintv1@gmail.com
www.harlequintv.com

We aim to solve your Internet and
Wi-Fi problems… call us now!
Wi-Fi networks for homes, gîtes
and small businesses.
Outdoor Wi-Fi 4G Internet

www.wifianglais.com
Email: hello@wifianglais.com
Tel: 05 53 30 23 96
Mob: 07 78 52 20 46
Siret: 800 525 040 00013

Food &
Drink

SIRET: 494.501.067.00016

sales24@thebugle.eu

06 04 17 80 93

Your
advert
here
06 04 17 80 93

All garden maintenance
• hedge cutting
• strimming
• lawn mowing
• seasonal pruning
• green waste clearance

Email: packhamfred@gmail.com
siret: 881 266 761 00017

06 04 17 80 93

Can your
business fill
this space?

Traditional Fish & Chips in a
town near you

www.thedordognechippy.com
05 53 74 01 91 or 06 19 99 25 62
siret: 444 925 630 00014

Please mention
The Bugle when
responding to adverts

sales24@thebugle.eu

The Dordogne
Chippy

All venues are in the evening
between 6pm & 8.30 pm
Wednesday: Mauzac, Le Barrage
Thursday: Eymet
1st & 3rd Friday: Lauzun
2nd Friday: Ste-Alvère
Last Friday: Campagnac-lès-Quercy
See our website for full details:

For more designs please see:
www.cardsetcartes.com
cardsetcartes.com@orange.fr

Tel: 06 37 97 84 93

Handholding &
Language
Services
FRENCH LESSONS

sales24@thebugle.eu

with a native French speaker
Why commute? Long distance
learning is the answer!
C’est simple, call Sophie...

06 04 17 80 93

Via Skype

Give us a call or send
us an email:
sales24@thebugle.eu

06 04 17 80 93

For more information
on advertising in the
Bugle Business
Directory, give us
a call or send us an
email:

06 61 56 47 17
scarolinea@yahoo.fr

CONTINUED
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ADVERTS FROM
€12.50 HT / MONTH
SALES24@THEBUGLE.EU

06 04 17 80 93

Buying or Selling French Property?
Legal advice from English-speaking lawyers
Also the #1 portal for property auctions

www.frenchpropertylawyer.fr

05 55 82 18 99

Worship services in English held
throughout the Dordogne:
Bertric Burée, Chancelade, Eymet Temple, Limeuil,
Négrondes, Sainte Nathalène (near Sarlat).
All are welcome!!
Please visit our website for more information:
www.churchinaquitaine.org
Find us on Facebook: English Church Aquitaine
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“SolarVenti”- the solar solution to damp and humidity

A

simple solar energy
system that runs on its
own, even when you
are not there! – And provides a
free heat supplement in winter.
The Solarventi air panel was
invented more than 20 years
ago by Hans Jørgen Christensen, from Aidt Miljø, with
the backing of the Danish
government. He wanted to use
the sun’s energy for airing and
ventilation of the thousands
of holiday homes on the West
coast of Jutland, - houses that
were left empty and unheated
for long periods - houses with
damp problems, mould and
bad odours - houses that left
their owners with discomfort,
lots of work and expense. He
wanted a system that would
be safe, simple, without the
need for radiators, water and/
or mains electricity. Slowly
but surely, the first Solarventi

model came together.
How it works
The principle behind Solarventi is simple: a small, builtin, solar cell powers a 12V fan
that is connected to an air vent,
a control unit and an on/ off
switch.
Whenever the sun shines, the
air in the solar panel is heated
and the fan, receiving power
from the solar cell, introduces
warm, dry air into your home
at the rate of 20 to 100 cubic
metres per hour.
The initial models were
more than capable of keeping
the cottages dry (and ventilated), even with the limited sunshine hours available in Denmark during the winter season.
Since that time, the technology
has really come along in leaps
and bounds. Now, more than
20 years later, the 3rd and 4th

generation Solarventi have exceeded all expectations.
In Southern Europe, Solarventi is not only used for
ventilation/dehumidification
purposes; with far more winter
sunshine hours, it also provides
a substantial heating supplement. Several technical and
governmental studies show
that incoming air temperature
can be increased by as much as
40°C.
A DIY Solution?
The installation process is
very straightforward and should
only take two or three hours. All
that is needed is a drill, hammer
and chisel to make a hole in the
wall. Roof installations are also
possible. In fact, the Solarventi
was originally designed to be a
DIY product - in Scandinavia it
still is.
There are no electrical or

Health
& Beauty

Retail &
Commerce

FRENCH HEALTHCARE

bookstop

Have everything explained by

English second-hand books
Tea room
Art exhibitions

ALL YOU NEED TO KNOW
EVELYNE DROUIN
(fully bilingual)

09 51 45 57 49

Healthcare specialist:
Mutuelle cover for
individuals
and businesses

35% off all new mutuelle
top-up policies

bookstop24@gmail.com
facebook.com/bookstop24
19 rue Victor Hugo,
24310 Brantôme

Ask me about FUNERAL COVER
Contact Evelyn, your Englishspeaking advisor, for information:
email: evelyne.drouin@axa.fr
tel : 06 76 46 13 43

Property
Maintenance

Taking care of your home all
year round providing you with a
wintering service, managing your
summer rentals or organising a
happy holiday for you.

www.laconciergerie-housekeeping.com

siret: 840 556 228 00010 - APE 9609Z

06 04 17 80 93
Support

La Conciergerie

24600 Villetoureix
laconciergerie24@orange.fr
Tel: 06 42 67 94 50

sales24@thebugle.eu

SOS Help

anxious? stressed?
feeling down?
call us up!

01 46 21 46 46
3 - 11pm daily
Confidential & Non-profit

www.soshelpline.org

water connections and it can be
safely left running, even when
the property is empty. Solarventi requires no maintenance
- if the property is unoccupied
during the hot summer months,
then it can be left running at
low speeds for ventilation and
dehumidification purposes or
simply switched off.
With a range of panel sizes, and the option for wall or
roof mounting, Solarventi is
suitable for all types of buildings, caravans or even boats!!
Following the patenting of its
design in 2001, Solarventi has
only recently been actively
commercialized. Over the last
six years, Solarventi units have
been installed in more than 24
countries and demand is increasing rapidly. From Greenland to Australia, Solarventi is
finally getting the recognition
it deserves. ■

Can your
business fill
this space?
Give us a call or send
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06 04 17 80 93
Transport,
Removals
& Storage

Man & Van
Transport

Genuine/Reliable/Honest
Local + Europe + UK runs
House/Barn clearances!
15m3 capacity
4m load length
English & French Spoken

05 44 20 21 77
06 06 40 81 07
87150 Oradour-sur-Vayres

www.frenchvanman.eu
Siret 530 213 644 00012

For enquiries north of the A89 contact
Arthur Smith on 06.06.60.46.97
...and enquiries south of the A89 contact
Alan Lawson on 06.70.97.58.83

Franklins
Removals

A family business offering
a quality, professional service
since 1985

Contact Stephen or Ben:
0044 121 353 7263
sales@franklinsremovals.co.uk
www.franklinsremovals.co.uk

Smart Moves
For a fully insured,
careful service

FORTNIGHTLY SERVICES TO FRANCE
FULL OR PART LOADS WELCOME
WE COLLECT FROM
ALL AREAS OF THE UK AND DELIVER
TO ALL AREAS OF FRANCE
Find us on Facebook:
@smartmovesukfrance
Please CALL or EMAIL Stephen

smartmovers@hotmail.co.uk

+44 (0)7966 287 430

www.smartmovesremovals.com

Your
advert
here
06 04 17 80 93

Local and European Removals
France to France, Spain,
Portugal, Italy etc
We Offer:
Removals, Storage, House Clearance,
also Car, Caravan, Plant Transport.
French Registered, Professional,
Friendly Service.

+33 (0)6 73 96 38 39

www.dordognestoragesolutions.com
siret: 801 146 325 00015

For more information
on advertising in the
Bugle Business
Directory, give us
a call or send us an
email:
sales24@thebugle.eu

06 04 17 80 93
Please mention
The Bugle when
responding to adverts

Latest news throughout the month: www.thebugle.eu
NEDWA - North Eastern Dordogne Women’s Association
Come along to one of our regular Coffee Mornings at the Auberge du Pont, route de Lanouaille, 24390 Cherveix-Cubas.
Always be sure of a warm welcome, good company and genuine friendship. For more information and details of upcoming events, see:

https://nedwa.wordpress.com - nedwa24@gmail.com

NEDWA is a dynamic, multi-national group of around 100 women of all ages... Whether you are retired and feel like meeting some friendly faces, work from home and want to
network, or just need to get out and attend some good monthly events, NEDWA fills the gap.
Activities include a book club, sewing circle, coffee mornings, walks, lunches, speakers on topics which relate to you and much more.
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Music in the Dordogne sponsored by ARCADES
Join us for concerts in the air conditioned new hall in Le Buisson, mostly of classical music, with top class French,

English, Russian and other international performers. Concert tickets cost €15 including wine in the interval.
All events are organised by volunteers and serve as a meeting ground for the French and international communities
of the Dordogne, including ACIP and La Tulipe.

Venue - Le Buisson de Cadouin,
salle des fêtes, avenue Aquitaine

For more info, tel 06 31 61 81 68 or 05 53 23 86 22
or visit http://www.arcadesinfo.com/

Wednesday 29th
December at 4 pm
Piano Recital by Jean Dubé

Programme:
Saint-Saëns – Etudes op.135 no.1 et 5 for the left hand, Theme and
variations op.97, Song without Words, Romance, Souvenir of Italie
op.80 and Rhapsodie d’Auvergne (arrangement by Saint-Saëns),
Liszt - Chapel of William Tell, Beside a spring, Bells of Geneva, Paraphrase
of Rigoletto (from Verdi) and Reminiscences de Norma (from Bellini)
A child prodigy in music, Jean Dubé has been performing around the
world since the age of four and won a Steinway piano at the age of nine
in the national competition « Jeunes Prodiges Mozart à Paris ». That
same year, he performed as a soloist at the Maison de la Radio with the
Radio France Philharmonic Orchestra, live on France Musique.
His discography already includes some thirty recordings, and other
foreign radio and television stations. He has performed on all
continents as a soloist, in chamber music ensembles and with many
major orchestras.
** Entry to the concert only in accordance with current
governmental regulations

KICK-START
YOUR BUSINESS
WITH ADVERTS FROM
€12.50 HT / MONTH
SALES24@THEBUGLE.EU

30,000 readers
each month

06 04 17 80 93
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For the Christmas holidays, for the first time, the castle of Castelnaud welcomes
an exhibition of PLAYMOBIL® on the theme of the Middle Ages!
Different scenes are represented to illustrate life in a medieval castle: crafts,
chevalier tournaments, cooking, markets, banquets...
Monday 5th December – Sunday 2nd January.
Without price supplement. Free for Under 10s.

For three weeks of magic in Sarlat-la-Canéda, head for place de la GrandeRigaudie and place du 14 juillet, the heart of the Sarlat Christmas market. This
year visitors are transported to Mexico!!
70 chalets offer great gift ideas. Enjoy a glass of local wine or beer and head to
the place Bistronomique, where a dozen chalets invite you to taste the gourmet
products of the Périgord.
Open every day from 8th to 31st December from 10 am to 8 pm. Fridays and Saturdays
until 10 pm. (Closes at 6 pm on 24th & 31st December. Closed on Christmas Day.)

