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that the Creuse will welcome the peloton for a
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Schengen Zone do not need
to use the new system if
they are carrying a valid
residency permit. “Their
personal data will not be
registered in the Entry/
Exit System,” the European
Commission confirmed. “It
is enough if holders of such
documents present them to
the border guards to prove
their status.”
From May, non-resident
Brits entering the EU will
have to provide details
including name and date
of birth, dates of entry and
exit, as well as biometric
data such as fingerprints
and an image of your face.
In practice, the system
will be familiar to users of
existing biometric scanners
at airports, but where the
current ones only check that
the photo in your passport
matches your face, the EES

French schoolboy gets
letter from Queen - pg 4

Sacré bleu..! Macron quietly
changes the French flag - pg 5

From May British tourists will be
required to have their fingerprints
and faces scanned when entering
and leaving the EU. French resident
expats will not be affected.
ince
Britain
left the EU, the
passports
of
British
tourists
travelling
to
France have been stamped
on entry and exit. This
practice will now end in
May next year when the
EU's Entry/Exit System
(EES) comes online, but
there are growing fears
that the new checks will
cause further delays when
crossing borders. The EES
is an automated IT system
that will register entry and
exit data, as well as any
refusals, for all travellers
to the EU from so-called
“third countries”, which
now includes the UK. This
applies to both short-stay
visa holders and visaexempt travellers, each time
they cross an EU external
border.
British
citizens
who
reside legally within the

INSIDE > > >

Bugle Business Directory

5 pages packed with local, English-speaking
businesses where you can find anything from
a Handyman to a Hairdresser. See pg 14-18.
Also online: www.thebugle.eu/directory.php
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am a proud Brit. I also
unashamedly love France.
My children were born
here and will one day
almost certainly feel more
French than British. As
such, it genuinely pains me to see
relations between our two countries
deteriorate so markedly over the last
few years. The situation appears to
have hit another nadir in November
with Franco-British diplomacy
apparently taking place via Twitter
and causing, arguably, avoidable
tragedies in the Channel.
I think I may have simply
been lucky to have grown up in
a generation that knew very little
conflict, certainly in western
Europe, and the direction of travel
throughout my adult life has always
been towards closer ties with our
nearest neighbours and more open
borders. It has been strange for me
to see a reversal of this in recent
years, but I would like to think that
it won't last and I'm sure that in a
few years the entente cordiale will
be back in full swing.
It is easy to make jokes about
the history of war between our two
nations, but as the saying goes, we
really do have far more in common
than that which divides us.
With so much emotionally
invested on a personal level, the

cross-Channel tensions were a big
factor in a brief darkening of my
mood recently, which is a shame
at a time of year where I should be
getting excited about Christmas
and the promise of a New Year. I do
firmly believe that while a person
can be bad, people are caring and
kind, and my mood was improved
immeasurably a few days ago by a
story I came across on Twitter that
renewed my belief in people...
Without wanting to get into
politics, left/right rivalry, Brexit or
the EU - everyone is equally entitled
to their opinion and all opinions
are equally valid - I am reposting
that thread here now, without
comment, but with full credit
to Nicholas Whithorn (Twitter:
@NickWhithorn), a university
lecturer and something of an expert
on all things Italian.
So a happy and healthy Christmas
to all our readers, and the very best
wishes to all for the New Year!
Steve Martindale, Editor
Short thread on events of 7 March
1991, when the 90,000 people of
Brindisi woke up to find 25,000
Albanians roaming the streets of
their town. For perspective, that's
roughly equivalent to 25k people
suddenly landing in Hastings.
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At 10 am on Thursday 7 March
1991, the cargo ship 'Lirja'
enters the Italian port of Brindisi
carrying 5,000 Albanians fleeing
their homeland. They'd taken over
the ship in the port of Durrës &
forced the crew to sail to Italy. At
noon, another ship 'Tirana' arrives
carrying 6,000. In the afternoon,
yet another ship, 'Apollonia', along
with several fishing boats. Then, in
the evening, the final ship, 'Legend'.
Italian Coast Guard ships
offshore decide not to intervene
and block the vessels as they're
all in precarious condition and
dangerously
overloaded.
Any
intervention to push back the ships
could result in them capsizing and
thousands of people drowning, so
they are let through. As they arrive
in the port, people make the sign of
victory and shout "Italia, Italia!"
As soon as the ships dock,
desperate people shin down the
mooring ropes or jump into the water
to swim ashore. The dockside is
packed with dirty, hungry, shivering
men, women and children. It is very
cold and a light rain is falling. The
Italian state is totally unprepared for
this emergency and local authorities
are left to cope alone.
Red Cross volunteers hand out
food parcels and plastic sheeting to
shelter from the rain but supplies are
limited and they are swamped. Many
people are suffering from dysentery.
During the night pressure grows
among the refugees to get out of the
overcrowded dock and, once they
start to push their way out or climb
the fences, the Police & Carabinieri
on duty sensibly do nothing to stop
them but regulate the flow of people
to avoid a stampede.
By daybreak the city of Brindisi
has at least 25,000 Albanian

refugees wandering its streets.
The Mayor of the city, Giuseppe
Marchionna, realises that the
situation could get out of hand. If
desperate hungry people break into
a food shop, violence could ensue.
Marchionna knows his people well
and so he quickly records a message
to be broadcast on all local TV &
radio stations. It is sent out at 8 am
and then every 15 minutes for the
rest of the day.
The message is simple: “They are
just hungry and cold, help them.”
The first signs that his message
is working come in mid-morning
as people throw bags full of food to
the refugees from their balconies.
Gradually, after this timid start,
local people begin to open up to
the Albanian refugees. People give
them money to call their families and
reassure them and to buy food. They
give them clothes to replace the dirty
rags they are wearing. They let them
use their showers and phones and
make them meals. People with spare
rooms take in women and children.

Things begin to get more
organised, even though the
central government sends no help
until almost a week later. Whole
buildings organise canteens in their
basements or garages, 36 schools
are requisitioned to house refugees,
more and more people open up their
houses to take them in. Finally, after
3 weeks, the government sends in
the army, most of the refugees are
transferred to Palermo, Capua and
Udine. A call centre is set up and
receives hundreds of calls from
all over Italy offering to house
refugees.
Most of them made their lives in
Italy and still live here. Others made
their fortune and returned home
once their country was free. They
certainly all recall the solidarity
of Brindisi, thanks to those simple
words of humanity: “They are just
hungry and cold, help them”...
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Dun-le-Palestel is also due to host a
stage of the famous Paris-Nice race.
It is Evaux-les-Bains that is believed to be the front runner, however, as it has the backing of the
Montluçon authorities. To host a
stage of the Tour, there must be at
least 1,800 beds available within a
50-kilometre radius. The mayor of
Evaux was also part of the delegation that travelled to the capital, unlike his Dunois counterpart.
Officially, the department does
not have a favoured candidate and
the council's president believes that
having two competing towns is a
positive thing. “What I want is for
the Tour to come back to Creuse,
regardless of the town,” Valérie Simonet said. “And it is also the will
of Christian Prudhomme who told
us that the Tour should return in
2023 or at worst in 2024. I think that

Frans Berkelaar (WikiCommons)

he Tour de France has
not stopped in the Creuse
department since Guéret
hosted a stage finish in
2004, but after being snubbed again
in the 2022 edition, the department
does look set to welcome the peloton – and the eyes of the world - in
the very near future. A delegation of
local officials, led by president of
the conseil départemental Valérie
Simonet, recently travelled to Paris
to meet with race director Christian
Prudhomme and returned in a confident mood.
The two towns in the running to
host either a stage finish or departure are Dun-le-Palestel in northern
Creuse and Evaux-les-Bains in the
east. Dun-le-Palestel has some racing pedigree and already hosts an
annual professional race, the Critérium de Dun night race. In 2022,

Credot: tourisme-creuse.com

Creuse confident of hosting 2023 Tour stage

Would you like
to advertise your
business on
these pages?
sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93

The spa town of Evaux-les-Bains is the current front runner to host a stage
the fact that there are several candidates for the same department does
not show a disagreement but rather
a great motivation for the whole territory.”
Local MP Jean-Baptiste Moreau,
who was also part of the delegation,
echoed this sentiment, at least in
part: “We also talked about Dun's
candidacy, we didn't defend just one
municipality. But we were in support of that of Evaux because it has
been a candidate for several years
and the presence of the mayor of
Montluçon was also important.”
Supporters of the Evaux bid have

pointed to the fact that local resources in Dun-le-Palestel are already
being used up in hosting the ParisNice race, but the town's mayor has
insisted that this is a positive factor,
not a negative one. “I can see why
you might say that, but I see it more
as a springboard,” insisted Laurent
Daulny. “If we show our organisational skills at Paris-Nice, they will
see that we are able to handle even
bigger challenges.”
Hosting a stage of the Tour is a
huge honour for a town or city and
generally leads to a huge boost for
the local economy. Besides any

Houses on Internet is a marketing service that
allows private owners of French property to sell
their house without using an estate agent. A
method that has proven to be very successful.
How does it work?
1. We make a website for your property in
English, French and Dutch. The main
website is available in Russian too.
2. We connect that website to our main site
which gets over 130,000 visitors from 40+
countries per month.
3. We advertise your property on several
international French-property websites. This
way we reach 1.5 million people a month
worldwide.
What does it cost?
We ask a contribution to the advertising cost
up front and after the sale a fee of 2.5%, which
is included in the selling price.
Houses on Internet operates throughout
France with a staff of 7 professionals and 89
local photographers who visit our clients to
take photos and gather all information.
For more information, visit our website or give
us call us at +31 (0)6 41 20 73 69.

WWW.HOUSESONINTERNET.COM
Plus Vite!

Moins Cher!

short-term financial benefits, Valérie Simonet believes that the exposure will be even more important
for the department. “Today, the
Creuse is working to forge a new
image and should dare to go where
least expected; the media coverage
is global. Not to mention the people who come before, during and
after which gets the local economy
working.”
If the department is chosen for
the 2023 Tour route, local authorities expect to be notified early next
year, so cycling fans may not have
too much longer to wait. ■

Thé Bonbons Cadeaux
English Cards & Sweets, Jewellery &
Accessories, Presents & Gift Vouchers
Made In Italy Clothing from 20€

the little shop that thinks it’s a department store!

MAGNAC LAVAL 87190
Tues-Sat 10am-4pm (non-stop)

06 72 38 82 20
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Family run business based in France
which prides itself on a personal
professional service

Advertise here
from just
€36 HT / month

7 tonne truck to and from the UK and Europe,
with a highly experienced staff. We provide a door-to-door
service with packing and dry, secure storage.
We are a professional furniture removal company
and NOT a man and a van.

TRANSITION REMOVALS

Phone: (+33) 05 55 34 19 46 - Mobile: (+33) 06 80 75 87 14
Email: p.evans@orange.fr - www.transitionremovals.net
siret: 482 524 907 00011

06 04 17 80 93
sales@thebugle.eu

The boy who became the Patriotic photo marks
Queen's French pen pal astronaut's return

F

s the world mourned the passing of
Prince Philip earlier this year, one
young French boy felt compelled
to write to the Queen to offer his
condolences. Seven-year-old Noé Patrel, from
Saint-Aubin-en-Bray in the Oise department
of Normandy, had recently lost his own greatgrandfather and wrote, in French:
“Je suis Noé, un petit français. J'apprends
l'anglais depuis la maternelle et je suis en
CP. Je vous écris, ma reine, car j'adore
l'Angleterre. Je vous ai vu à la télé et je pense à
vous. J'aimerais tant avoir de vos nouvelles. Je
vous embrasse, reine Élizabeth II.”
“I Am Noé, a small French boy. I have been
learning English since primary school and I am
currently in class CP. I am writing to you, my
Queen, because I love England. I have seen you
on the television and I am thinking of you. I
would love so much to hear your news. With
hugs to you, Queen Elizabeth II.”
The young boy, who has an affinity for all
things British, wrote the letter with the help of
his grandmother, who sent it recorded delivery
so that they could track its progress because

“you never know”. “He put all his heart into it.
He insisted on watching Prince Philip's funeral
with me. Everything that concerns England fascinates him.”
So it was with shock and delight that the
French anglophile received a personalised response from Her Majesty, thanking him for his
“words of sympathy sent following the death of
my husband”.
The letter, bearing the royal insignia, now
holds pride of place in Noé's collection, which
includes pictures of the Queen, Big Ben and the
houses of parliament, and has also inspired him
to help his grandmother relearn English. “I’m
helping her learn it again,” he said. “My uncle
used to work in a factory making airbags for
the Queen’s cars and he told me about it all.
I’ve liked it since then. I like the phone boxes
and Big Ben. I would like to see the Queen and
her castle, and the guards.”
Noé has written back to his new pen pal,
sending photos of his family, and his uncle is
currently helping him apply for his first passport so that he can one day visit London... and
maybe even meet the Queen! ■

Thomas Pesquet / @Thom_astro (Twitter)

A

©L’Eclaireur-La Dépêche

rench astronaut Thomas Pesquet has returned to earth, celebrating the event
with a stunning image of the French flag composed of photos taken aboard
the International Space Station (ISS). Pesquet is the tenth French person –
and the youngest - to go into space and during his second trip became the
first French astronaut to become commander of the ISS.
Before leaving the ISS, Pesquet, who has once again been very active on social
media during his mission, tweeted an image of sea, snow and sand resembling the
French flag along with the message: “Proud to have once again represented France in
space. Next time, the moon? First, we have a return trip to Earth to take care of, and
then... some rest!”

Pesquet splashed down off the coast of Florida after his 199-day mission with fellow astronauts Akihiko Hoshide from Japan and Americans Shane Kimbrough and
Megan McArthur. The astronauts were then taken to Houston for medical examinations to study the effect of six months of life in space on the body. During this time,
they will have to relearn how to walk as their bodies re-acclimatise to the effects of
gravity. Mr Pesquet, who is originally from Rouen in Normandy, will then head back
to Europe for some well-deserved time off. ■
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TEDDY

Mobile Ladies and Gents Hairdresser

Book early to avoid disappointment

CHARITY SHOP

Do please come in and visit us.
We are located at:
3 rue Nationale, 16150 Chabanais
(entrance opposite the mairie, directly behind
Petticoat Lane – we are on the first floor upstairs)

OPENING HOURS:
Tuesday & Wednesday 10 am – 4 pm
Sorry – no books or electrical goods

Covering the whole of La Creuse
Cut and blow dry - €28
Colour, cut and blow dry - €50
High lights/low lights, cut and blow dry - €60
Gents cut - €12

Call Teddy:
T: 06 15 78 18 04

E: edwardberridge@outlook.com
Like me on Facebook for updates

@teddyhairdressing
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Looking for a vol
Macron quietly changes the French flag
role to suit you w
I
living in France?
Trust in us for the realisation of your dream home

f you failed to notice
that the famous French
tricolour flag has undergone a facelift recently, then do not worry,
you are far from alone. In a
change so subtle that it has
taken almost a year to come
to light, the blue of the national flag has reverted to
the much darker navy blue
of revolutionary France in a
move that has political commentators scratching their
heads.
The new, navy blue - officially known as Pantone Reflex Blue - was the
original colour of the blue
stripe of the tricolore until it was changed by thenPresident Valérie Giscard
d'Estaing in 1976 to match
the blue of the European
flag which displays yellow
stars on a plain blue background, known as Marian
Blue. With the French and
European flags flown side
by side so often, staunch
Europhile d'Estaing made

the change for “aesthetic
reasons”, believing that
the two flags clashed when
flown together.
In reality, the two versions have both been in use
over recent decades; the
country's navy has exclusively used the darker version since the 1800s. The
significant recent change
was the hoisting of the traditional version over the
Elysée Palace and the National Assembly – France's
parliament. The move was
made last year with no press
release, no fuss and no media coverage.
President Emmanuel Macron is considered to be
very pro-European, but
faces a re-election battle
in April that will likely see
him challenged by rightleaning - or right-wing in
the case of Marine le Pen EU-sceptic opponents. The
change to the “traditional”
flag is being seen by many
as a subtle message that

Screenshot: BFMTV
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may appeal to voters right symbol of the French Revo- official flags, the Élysée Palof centre.
lution”. Others had more ace affirms that the approach
When the changes were divisive theories: that the is an incentive,” said Europe
brought to wider attention darker blue, now noticeably 1’s political correspondent.
by a report on Europe1 ra- different to the blue of the “Emmanuel Macron’s endio, a statement from the European Union flag, sig- tourage has no desire to give
president's office insisted nalled a rift between France the image of a president who
that there was no “blue war” and Europe.
touches the deepest symbols
with the EU. According to
“No communication was of the country, even if deep
officials, navy blue was made on this change of col- down, as you might imagine,
considered “more elegant” our, no instructions were there is a meaning behind it
Advice
is aorlong
charity, that
but also “reconnectsCitizens
with a given
to change
not allestablished
the all.” ■
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Citizens Advice is a long established charity, that helps
people in the UK with the problems they face across a wide
range of subjects. The majority of our clients now prefer
advice over phone or video.
Why not join our team of remote working volunteers and
train to become an adviser and help make a difference to
peoples lives.

We offer:
A fun, inclusive & engaging remote working environment
Comprehensive support and excellent training
Full IT support
The opportunity to make a difference to peoples lives
Find out more:
volunteer@citizensadvicerotherham.org.uk
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Russell Waite T.P. • Fosse Septique specialist LOCATION et VENTE de matériel T.P.
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•
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Traditional systems
Micro stations
All to new 64.1 regulations
Planning arranged
Axa France decennial insurance
In stock - Factory supplier
Free on-site quotation

Hire and Sale of mini excavators and other small machinery
wide range of mini excavators
dumpers
compactors
micro tractors
plant trailers
Rubber tracks / Buckets and parts supplier
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s part of Emmanuel Macron's
pledge to restore a lost part
of Africa’s heritage, France
has returned 26 treasures that
were looted from Benin 130 years ago
during the colonial period. Benin President Patrice Talon travelled to Paris to
bring home the artefacts, and spoke of his
“overwhelming emotion” at recovering
the objects taken during the ransacking
of the Kingdom of Dahomey in the south
of present-day Benin.
Thousands of people gathered to mark
the historic moment as the treasures,
which include wooden totems and a royal
throne, arrived back in Benin. “We have
been in Cotonou for 24 hours, just to experience the arrival of these treasures.
It is so moving,” said Martine Vignon
Agoli-Agbo, a resident of northern Benin
who had travelled more than 500 kilometres with her two daughters to witness the
moment. “I did not want to be told about
this moment. And if my children are with
me, it is so that one day they will be able
to tell their own children.”
“The Beninese people express their
gratitude. But this is only the first step,”
said President Talon. “How can my enthusiasm be total, when major works
such as the Dieu Gou or the Fâ divination
tablet continue to be held here in France,
to the great displeasure of their right-

ful owners? Of course, this is only 26
works out of thousands, but we are starting something that cannot be stopped.
We’ve opened the floodgates and we are
no longer resigned to not getting other
works back.”
France is now set to restitute the Djidji
Ayokwe, a famous “talking drum”, to
Côte d'Ivoire.
The return of the artefacts comes as a
number of European countries come under increasing pressure form African nations to return treasures stolen, often by
force or coercion, during colonial rule.
Last year French legislators passed a bill
paving the way for the return of artefacts
to Benin and Senegal, another former
French colony in West Africa, and similar measures have been taken in Germany. Belgium has also announced plans to
return several objects looted from what
is now the Democratic Republic of the
Congo.
The 26 items returned to Benin represent a fraction of the 90,000 African
works in French museums identified by
an expert report commissioned by Macron. The vast majority of these, around
70,000, are held at the Quai Branly museum alone. Experts have estimated that
as much as 85-90% of African heritage is
located outside of the continent.
The story of the “Abomey Treasures”

LES REMPARTS
Bénévent-l'Abbaye
1, rue de la chicanelle (former EHPAD)

SAT 11th Dec - all day
Remparts christmas market
Proceeds in aid of SPA Guéret

Stands available - call Dan for details

Christmas Day
@ Les Remparts
€40 pp
all inclusive

Photo: Jean-Pierre Dalbéra

France returns stolen treasures to Benin

is as dramatic as their sculpted forms. In
November 1892, Colonel Alfred Dodds
led a pilfering French expeditionary
force into the Kingdom. The colonising
troops broke into the Abomey Palace,
home of King Behanzin, seizing a trove
of royal objects including the 26 artefacts
that Dodds later donated to the Musée
d’Ethnographie du Trocadéro in Paris in
the 1890s.
Britain also holds a number of African

artefacts and is working on a collaboration with Nigeria, which would see the
construction of a new museum in the West
African country, eventually allowing the
government to “reunite artworks from
international collections”. There are also
critics, however, in particular London’s
British Museum, which is embroiled in a
decades-long tug-of-war with the Greek
government over the restitution of the Elgin, or Parthenon, Marbles. ■

DAN, DAN
THE PIE MAN

Top quality pies and pasties baked
in our own professional kitchens
4 traditional or cheese and onion Pasties - €15
4 pack of Pies - €15 (chicken & mushroom, steak
& Guinness, chicken & ham, chicken tikka)

4 pack of Scotch Eggs or Pork Pies - 9€
Seasonal Specials:
4 turkey, sage & cranberry in cream Pies - 15€
4 turkey, pork & sage Pies - 8€
6 pack of Mince Pies - 5€

NEW: regular deliveries to
Thé Bonbons Cadeaux, Magnac-Laval
02/12, 16/12 & 13/01
(our pies and pasties are all freshly home made,
so please place orders 3 days in advance)

Contact Dan: 06 73 37 45 01
rempartsbenevent@gmail.com

Contact Dan: 06 73 37 45 01
rempartsbenevent@gmail.com

Call Dan if you want to be a drop-off point
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T

he problem of identifying exactly where someone lives in
small, rural towns has been
in the news again recently
after the mayor of Faux-la-Montagne
unveiled plans to introduce road names
to the small commune in southern
Creuse on the plateau de Millevaches.
The move is being welcomed by those
who feel that rural communities need
to adapt to modern life, but others have
been angered at what they see as unnecessary change.
Historically, in small communities,
everyone knows everybody else, and
knowing where someone is likely to
be does not require a second thought.
Local postal workers often worked the
same route for decades and would have
known where everyone lived and more
crucially, who they were also friends
with and where to leave their post.
By law, communes with fewer than
2,000 inhabitants are not required to
name their streets, but many are choosing to make life easier for themselves
and local businesses. In the modern
world, more and more postal workers
are on short-term CDD contracts – a

situation exacerbated by the ongoing
pandemic – and there are an increasing number of private delivery companies working for online retailers. This
has led to confusion in rural areas, and
even potentially to dangerous situations.
“We had already been asked many
times by the Post Office to allocate
street names, but have so far resisted
the pressure”, explained the town's
mayor Catherine Moulin. “But recently, not a day goes by without a delivery
driver, lost, asking us to take charge of
a package at the mairie. With the Samu,
we generally don't have too many issues as they know the area and the inhabitants relatively well. But with private ambulances, it's more complicated
and has in the past led to potentially
big problems.”
The expected arrival of fibre broadband may force the hand of the local
council to go one step further. “We will
have to settle this question if we want
fibre optic to arrive in 2025 as planned.
For that reason alone, we will have to
also number the buildings. We have no
right to prevent our inhabitants from

Kylie launches range of
high-end rosé wines

P

op sensation Kylie Minogue was
in France recently
for the launch of
two high-end Provence
rosés, adding to her burgeoning wine empire. The
singer already has an established presence in the
wine market, but was at
Château Sainte-Roseline in
the south of France to unveil two new additions to
her “Collection” range of
prestigious wines.
The rosé wines will be
a Côtes de Provence rosé
and a Cru Classé Côtes
de Provence. The new
wines will be made at the
110-hectare domaine in the
Var department which produces 650,000 bottles each
year.
Aurélie Bertin, owner of
the Château Sainte-Roseline and Minogue's French
business partner, described
the rosés as having a light,
“poppy” image that the
pair hope may lead to a
strengthening of the wine’s
presence in English-speaking countries, such as the
UK and the US where Kylie has a huge fanbase.
Despite an ongoing, successful music career, Kylie
has been expanding her

growing range of wines in
recent years, which now
includes a Prosecco rosé
from Gambellara in Italy,
a Sauvignon Blanc from
the Côtes de Gascogne, a
Merlot and a rosé from the
Pays d'Oc and a Spanish
Cava. Outside of Europe,
the former Neighbours star
also has a Chardonnay and
a Pinot Noir produced in
her native Australia.
The singer's love for
wine was apparently born
following a visit to Europe
in her early career. “I was
only 21 and this trip was
a first for me. Everything
was new, exciting, glamorous and...intoxicating! It
was during this trip that I

fell in love with wine.”
Kylie is the latest A-list
celebrity to move into the
lucrative wine market, following in the footsteps
of stars such as Ridley
Scott, John Malkovich,
George Lucas and George
Clooney. Her closest geographic rival, however,
may be the Miraval brand
of rosé, launched by Brad
Pitt and Angelina Jolie
with the Perrin family of
Châteauneuf-du-Pape.
The Kylie brand has
already sold 2.3 million
bottles in the UK, France,
Germany, Belgium and
Australia, including more
than one million bottles of
Prosecco. ■

credit: bien-dans-ma-ville.fr

Street names and numbers in rural Creuse

having access to this type of service.”
Not everyone is happy, and one
Faux-la-Montagne local posted an
anonymous letter at the mairie, accusing them of actively encouraging
people to shop online rather than with
local businesses. “These people think
that by doing this, we are helping and
therefore encouraging Amazon deliveries,” said Ms Moulin. “I don't think

we can claim we will be able to stop
Amazon by not naming our streets!”
The mairie is currently having open
discussions with local residents over
what to name their new streets and
while there are certain rules set by the
government, it is welcoming all ideas.
“We have had plenty of suggestions,
including one to name all the streets of
the commune with women's names.” ■
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Fosse-Septique23.com

Steve. JOHNS. SARL

Domestic sewage treatment specialists.
Planning permission arranged. Inspections.
Design. Supply. Full/Part installations.
10-year decennial insurance cover.

• Micro stations • Traditional Fosse septique systems • Compact filter systems • Filter bed systems
• Drainage problems • Design / supply / installation service • DIY and Trade kits now available.

05.55.64.11.73

info@fosse-septique23.com

Siret: 824 706 444 00018

A cleaner future today

25 years experience. Free quotations.

06.70.47.52.96 (English Technician)
06.49.48.39.62 (French Technician)

A

s case numbers of
Covid rocketed in
November, and with
growing fears over
the new Omicron variant, the
government has brought in a
number of measures to help alleviate the strain on the healthcare system during the winter
months. Chief among these is
the expansion of the country's
vaccine booster programme.
There were initial plans to expand the booster programme to
the over-50s from 1st December, but addressing the nation on
25th November, Health Minister Olivier Véran revealed that
it would immediately be made
available to all. The gap between
the second vaccine dose and the
booster has also been reduced
from six months to five.
Furthermore, the double vaccinated must receive their booster jab in the two months after
they become eligible in order to
maintain their health pass. Those
who do not arrange to have a
booster jab within seven months
of their second jab will no longer
be able to access any establishment that requires proof of vac-

cination, such as restaurants,
from 15th January. The popular
TousAntiCovid application is
being updated to give users a
warning when their health pass
is about to expire.
The list of places where masks
are required has also been expanded to include crowded outdoor spaces such as Christmas
markets and local authorities retain the ability to introduce maskwearing rules in town centres.
Many who have chosen not
to be vaccinated have instead
relied on PCR tests in place of
a health pass. Initially offered
for free, these PCR tests must
now be paid for by over 18s in
the absence of a prescription,
and the tougher restrictions will
see their validity reduced from
72 hours to just 24. “If you are
not vaccinated and you wish to
access the health pass you must
get tested every day, at your own
expense,” Mr Véran said.
The government hopes that
the tightening of the rules will
avoid the country having to return to the restrictions of previous waves. “I am announcing
neither a lockdown, nor a cur-

Credit: Mary Altaffer

Tighter rules introduced as Covid cases surge

few, nor business closures, nor
limitations on movement,” the
health minister said. “We are
choosing to combine freedom
with responsibility. We believe
at the moment that we can get
through this wave without having to resort to more restrictive
measures if we effectively use
the cards we have in our hand.”
“If we did not have the significant vaccination coverage that we
have, we would be overwhelmed

by the epidemic wave and, at this
point, would likely already be
back in lockdown,” he said, adding that the proportion of unvaccinated patients in French hospitals is “10 times higher than that
of vaccinated people.”
While a national lockdown
seems unlikely in the near future,
many are questioning whether,
if the situation worsens significantly, France will follow the
example of Austria and introduce

British Market Stall

S.M.C. SERVICES

in the LIMOUSIN
TIM SMITH
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR JOINERY
All types of work undertaken, including:WINDOWS & DOORS

For the tastes you miss from the UK
We are open 10am - 4pm, Mon - Fri
ZA Les Bois Verts, Le Grand-Bourg
... and can deliver in the Creuse
SIRET: 880 273 222 00013

3 TONNE 360 EXCAVATOR WITH DRIVER
HYDRAULIC BREAKER - HYDRAULIC THUMB/GRAB
BOOM MOUNTED LASER LEVEL
DÉCENNALE INSURANCE
BASED IN HAUTE-VIENNE (87130)
CONTACT STEVE - EMAIL: SNILLOC62@HOTMAIL.CO.UK
MOB: 06 47 08 13 45 - UK: +44 (0)7831 121 019

CARPENTRY & JOINERY

Advertise here
from just
€36 HT / month

06 04 17 80 93
sales@thebugle.eu

KITCHENS & FITTED WARDROBES

Ian Scott

DECKING & GATES

English Hairdresser

Tel: 06 71 00 04 44
timsmith1966@icloud.com

WWW.SALUTFROMFRANCE.COM
Siret:- 891 508 756 00014

a lockdown for the unvaccinated.
There has been no indication
whatsoever that the government
is considering this, but the public
does seem to back the idea.
A survey taken in mid-November revealed that 60% of
those polled are in favour of a
Covid lockdown just for nonvaccinated people. Somewhat
surprisingly, this figure is still at
40% among unvaccinated people themselves. ■

Rue Chez Boutique
87330 Saint-Barbant

Tel: 00 33 (0)5 55 60 08 46

britishmarketstall@gmail.com
facebook.com/britishmarketstall

Call Andy & Cris...

+33 (0)6 79 23 57 09
+33 (0)7 69 14 49 73
siret: 824 386 551 00017

ORDER YOUR FIREWOOD TODAY

05 55 08 67 16 - 05 55 63 72 45
Limousin Wood Pellets

Seasoned wood, stored under cover - logs of 25/33/50 cm
Available to collect on site:
Compressed logs - Pellets - Chestnut fence posts
ZA du Petit Bonnefond
87250 ST JUST LE MARTEL
FR 01380564526 RCS Limoges 2004 8 365

FRENCH NEWS ♦ 9

DECEMBER 2021 ○ THE BUGLE ○ www.thebugle.eu

BREXIT BONUS?

French Residency Card ? Congratulations !
... now wait for your French Tax Return !
But, good news, you may pay LESS tax overall !
For a FREE tax assessment, go to

Will completing a French Tax Return
lead to paying LESS tax overall?

www.taxspec.co.uk

Taxation Specialists Ltd (registered HMRC agent)

A service for BOTH French and UK returns

New biometric border points from May
scanners will also check/register your
fingerprints and log how long you’re
allowed to stay in the EU.
Along with reinforcing the EU's
external borders, the scheme is designed
to streamline the current, manual process
as well as allowing authorities to
automatically and digitally track visitors
who overstay their welcome. Many fear,
however, that the changes, especially
the collection of fingerprints, may cause
further border delays for non-EU visitors.
“EES will replace the current system
of manual stamping of passports, which
is time-consuming, does not provide
reliable data on border crossings and
does not allow a systematic detection
of over-stayers and travellers who have
exceeded the maximum duration of
their authorised stay,” the European
Commission’s Migration and Home
Affairs Directorate said in a statement.
While the EES may be relatively
seamless at airports, Eurotunnel and
cross-Channel ferry operators have
raised concerns. “There is no way of
doing a biometric control without getting
everyone out of the vehicle,” said Tim
Reardon, from the Dover Harbour Board,
during a recent meeting of the UK Lords
Committee. “That’s the one thing which
cannot happen on our site because you’re
in the middle of live traffic. It would be
equivalent to asking people to get out
of their car at a motorway toll booth.
It’s fundamentally unsafe, and it can’t
happen. There is no such thing as an
e-gate for a car, and there is no such
thing as an e-gate process for people
travelling as a group – they’re all one-ata-time processes.”
Gareth Williams, strategy director and
company secretary for Eurostar, voiced
similar concerns: “If we take the peak of
August, it’s up to 80 per cent of people
who will have to go through the system
on each train.”
Once the EES is up and running, it is
expected that the wider European Travel
Information and Authorisation System
(ETIAS) will be introduced shortly
afterwards, to run in conjunction.
Citizens of EU countries are able to
travel anywhere in the EU, but anyone
from a non-EU country has to apply for a
visa, unless they are on a special list of 59
countries which have been granted visafree access. This list currently includes
the UK, US, Japan and Australia and
nationals from these countries can travel
within the EU's Schengen area for up to
90 days without a visa.
ETIAS is a new document that visitors
from these 59 countries will soon
be required to have in order to enter
countries within the Schengen Area (*).
The system is very similar to, and in
fact based on, the Electronic System for
Travel Authorization (ESTA) used when
visiting the United States. The ETIAS
application process is quick and simple,
and will cost €7 per person when it
comes into force, with each authorisation
valid for three years and multiple visits.
Applications are necessary for leisure,
business or transit.
Whilst the ETIAS is not a visa - it is
much quicker, cheaper and simpler to
obtain - it will work in a similar way:

Credit: Bundespolizei

>> continued from pg 1

visitors will have to apply for approval
before travel to a Schengen country and
also provide the document at the border
when entering. The details required in
applications will include passport details
and personal information (name, address,
date of birth, etc.), as well as information
concerning health, criminal records and
previous EU immigration history. This
information will be checked against a
European database and applications can
be refused on security grounds. It is not
currently clear how strict the rules will
be, but ESTA requests in the US are
routinely denied for those with serious
criminal convictions including assault,
arson, theft and fraud.
“The ETIAS system will cross-check
travellers against EU information
systems for internal security, borders and
migration before their trip, helping to
identify ahead of time people who may
pose a risk to security or health, as well
as compliance with migration rules,” the
European Commission said in a recent
statement.
Despite complaints to the contrary
from within parts of the British media,
neither EES nor ETIAS has anything
to do with Brexit. In fact, Britain was
one of the leading voices campaigning
for the stricter border controls. “The
UK government was one of its biggest
supporters, obviously prior to the
referendum, and ETIAS was seen as part
of the digital securitisation of borders
that the UK wanted to lead on in the EU,”
former Labour MEP Claude Moraes told
The Guardian.
When ETIAS does eventually go live,
applications must be made online –
postal applications will not be possible.
According to the European Commission,
the process should take less than 10
minutes to complete and in 95% of cases
will be approved within minutes. Where
more checks are required, the process
could take up to 96 hours and if additional
documentation is requested from the
applicant,
processing
times
could
potentially take up to four weeks. ■

WHAT IS THE SCHENGEN AREA?
The Schengen Area comprises 26 European countries that have officially abolished all passport and all other types of border control at their mutual borders. The
area mostly functions as a single jurisdiction for international travel purposes and
is named after the agreement signed in 1985 in Schengen, Luxembourg. Following the UK's exit, 21 of the 26 European nations are members of the Schengen
Area. Of the remaining five, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, and Romania are legally
obliged to join in the future while the Republic of Ireland maintains an opt-out
and instead operates its own visa policy.
While not full members of the EU, the four European Free Trade Association
(EFTA) member states - Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, and Switzerland - have
also signed agreements in association with the Schengen Agreement. Three European micro states, Monaco, San Marino, and the Vatican City, are also de-facto
members of the Schengen Area.
The area has a total population of 420 million people with 1.3 billion Schengen
crossings taking place each year, including 1.7 million people commuting for
work daily. A massive €2.8 trillion of goods are transported frictionlessly by road
across Schengen borders each year.
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Paris accidentally installs EU cars to be fitted
with speed limiters
Harry Potter signpost

P

F
Pierre Liscia @PierreLiscia (Twitter)

aris secured its place
in Harry Potter folklore this month when
it inadvertently installed an official signpost
directing people towards the
“Chemin de traverse”, or
“Diagon Alley” as it is better
known to English-speaking
fans of the series.
The story began one year
ago when local art students
adapted a street sign in the
19th arrondissement, adding an extra marker directing pedestrians towards the
“Chemin de traverse”. Initially a joke, the largely cardboard addition to the exiting
street sign was so convincing
that when it subsequently deformed due to wet weather,
local council workers believed that it had been damaged and needed replacing.
As the new sign arrived,
local residents filmed its installation in disbelief, posting
the video on TikTok. “The
council workers are here, and
as you can see, they have replicated it exactly on a brand
new post, with Chemin de
traverse on top,” a local explains in the video. “I guess
you'll have to ask Harry Potter himself exactly where that
is!”
Despite lifting the spirits of
many on the internet, some
have used the incident to attack the city's mayor, Anne
Hidalgo, citing it as an example of wasted public funds.
The Paris town hall responded by saying it was a “mis-

take by an official who was
doing their work well” and
arguing that it showed “how
responsive our officials are”.
Diagon Alley is a wizarding
high street and one of the first
magical places that Harry
Potter visits as he shops for a
wand ahead of his first year
at Hogwarts. In the books, it
can only be accessed by tapping the correct brick in the

wall behind the Leaky Cauldron pub, and is invisible to
Muggles.
Although some have criticised the new sign, many have
enjoyed the story and welcomed it as a new addition to
the area and a draw for tourists. Local officials have not
confirmed any future plans
for the sign, but did hint that it
“could” be left as it is. ■

rom July next year, all new
cars sold in the EU must be
equipped with an automated
device that will alert drivers and make accelerating more difficult when the speed limit has been
reached. The Intelligent Speed Adaptation (ISA) uses onboard cameras
and artificial intelligence to identify
the current speed limit and give visual and audio alerts, while automatically slowing the car down.
When the legal speed has been
reached, the accelerator pedal will
become increasingly hard to press
and will vibrate under the driver's
foot. It will remain possible to continue accelerating through increased
pressure and the ISA system – or AIV
in French – can be disabled partially,
or completely, via the car's onboard
interface.
“The EU has a once-in-a-generation opportunity to make a massive
difference,” said Graziella Jost, projects director of the European Transport Safety Council (ETSC). “Fitting intelligent speed assistance on
every new vehicle as standard could

eventually prevent a fifth of road
deaths.”
Motoring groups, such as 40 Millions d’automobilistes, have derided
the changes, claiming that they lead
to “braking that happens too suddenly” or problems when “road signs
are not always up to date with real
speed limits”. There are also fears
that, once the system is in the majority of cars, the ability to override it
could be removed.
In a previous test, however, the
UK's Autocar magazine saw some
benefits, reporting that “We found the
ISA system especially useful in builtup areas where hard-to-spot 20mph
and 30mph zones alternate. Another
place it earns its keep is the change
in zones from 40mph to 30mph. It’s
also handy in average speed zones,
where it can be difficult to spot when
they’ve ended.”
With so many crashes caused by
excessive speed, the European authorities believe that the ISA system
could potentially reduce the number
of road accidents by 30%, and deaths
by 20%.. ■

ADVERTS FROM
€12.50 HT / MONTH
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M

any among us enjoy a relaxing afternoon at a health spa,
while others may prefer a
cold beer with friends. If you
like both, then you may be interested to
learn that the country's first Beer Spa is set
to open its doors in December. Situated in
Strasbourg, the spa is the culmination of a
dream held by two young entrepreneurs who
were inspired by a similar project they saw
whilst travelling in the Czech Republic five
years ago.
“The idea came to us in 2016, during a trip
to Prague,” explained Naomie Crawshaw,
speaking with her partner and co-founder
Paul Fruh. “We loved the idea of this double
activity. Personally, I am a big fan of spas,
and Paul loves the conviviality of meeting

up with friends for a drink. So this beer spa
concept was the perfect opportunity to bring
the two together!”
After several delays linked to the pandemic and the supply of timber, their dream
is about to become a reality. Visitors can
expect to spend 15 minutes in a sauna, followed by 30 minutes in a spa where local
artisanal beers and other refreshments are
available on tap. The pampering is then
completed by a further 15 minutes in a relaxation room.
“Guests will be able to taste draft beer
from a family-owned micro-brewery, based
in nearby Muttersholtz. It is very important
to us not to simply pump out industrial beer,
but to showcase local producers.” ■

credit: Gendarmerie Nationale

taakabeerspa.com

A relaxing spa... a quick Mystery big cat still on
beer... how about both! the prowl near Calais

T

he hunt continues for a big cat –
believed to be a puma – that has
been spotted numerous times in
the Pas-de-Calais department in
the north of France. The first reported sighting came just outside the village of Auxi-leChâteau on 13th October, with a subsequent
sighting several days later in a field near the
village of Ligny-sur-Canche, approximately
midway between Calais and Amiens.
Despite a team of 20 gendarmes tracking
the animal, the trail was lost before a further
sighting 50 kilometres away on the outskirts
of Arras a fortnight later. This sighting was
confirmed by local police officers sent out to
investigate before a specialist team including gendarmes, hunters and a vet tracked the
animal. Using a helicopter equipped with
thermal imaging, the big cat was located in

a small copse, but the animal could not be
coaxed out.
The search was eventually called off at
midday the following day and the predator
remains at large. “The authorities remain
vigilant and on high alert in the hope of
finding the animal,” sub-prefect of Béthune
Chantal Ambroise told journalists.
Authorities have granted permission to
shoot the cat, but animal rights campaigners have launched a petition to protect the
animal, which has so for neither hurt nor
attacked anyone. The petition currently has
60,000 signatures.
There are no zoos or circuses in the area,
and authorities currently believe that the
animal, which is around 80 cm tall, is an escaped, undeclared pet. ■
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B

ritish cycling royalty Geraint
Thomas had an eventful training run recently in the south of
France, summing up his day on
Twitter as follows: “Lovely ride. Lovely
coffee stop in Menton... Except someone
nicked my bike!” The 2018 Tour de France
winner then faced the ignominy of having to
order a taxi home, tweeting a picture of himself in an Uber and telling told his followers,
“It's a Dogma F model with F12 stickers,
random mismatched wheels and in need of a
wash”, along with the hashtag #oneofakind.
The drama began after his high-tech racing bike was swiped from outside the café in
the small town close to Monaco, where the
Welsh rider is based as he seeks to regain
the form that led to his famous win in the
world's most prestigious race. Adding insult
to injury, the two-time Olympic gold medalist was set to lose valuable training data
from the onboard computer, tweeting with
admirable stoicism: “Plus I haven’t downloaded my Garmin this week. If it ain’t on
TrainingPeaks it didn’t happen, right?”
The story had a happy ending, however,
after local police quickly spotted a man on
an expensive-looking bike, but apparently
struggling to ride it. “Look what showed
up!!” Thomas tweeted along with a picture
of the bike and the officers who had returned
it. “Big thanks to the Menton Police for their
help. All’s well that ends well.”
Thomas has ridden for Team Ineos (for-

merly Team Sky) since its inception in 2010
and at age 35, recently agreed a new two-year
deal that will likely see him end his career
with the British team that has won seven of
the last ten Tours. “It's hard. I've had to separate the emotional and the business side of
things,” the rider said recently. “It's been the
worst contract to redo because there's been
a lot going on, but I'm happy that it's finally
almost done. Once it's announced, we can
move on and I can concentrate on getting fit
and riding my bike. In two or three years, I'll
be done, which is a weird thought, so I really want to enjoy my last few years of racing. The closer you get to stopping, the more
retirement is in the back of your mind.”
Thomas has suffered several serious injuries in recent years which have prevented
him from adding to his single Grand Tour
victory, and also crashed during this year's
Tokyo Olympics road race while trying to
add to his two previous track golds.
British cycling has been enjoying significant success on the roads in recent years,
and Lizzie Deignan added to this in October when she won the first ever women's
Paris-Roubaix classic. The infamous race
- the men's version of which was first run
125 years ago - passes over a number of sections of treacherous cobbles, giving it the
nickname “Enfer du Nord”, or “Hell of the
North”.
Despite driving rain making conditions
even more dangerous than usual, Deignan

Geraint Thomas @GeraintThomas86 (Twitter)

Geraint Thomas orders taxi after bike stolen

broke away from the rest of the peloton with
a massive 82 kilometres left to race, staying
clear of the pre-race favourite, Dutchwoman
Marianne Vos, and the reigning world champion, Italian Elisa Longo Borghini. “I feel so
incredibly proud - women's cycling is at a
turning point and today is a part of history,”
the British rider said following her landmark
victory. “I'm also proud to be part of a team
making history. Even fans watching at home

are making history, showing there's an appetite for women's cycling and that these athletes can do one of the hardest races in the
world.”
While women's cycling is on the rise,
there is still huge inequality within the sport:
Deignan received just €1,535 for the win, far
less than the €30,000 taken home by Italian
racer Sonny Colbrelli in the men's race the
following day. ■

Rare Einstein notes sell
for record in Paris

H

andwritten notes by Albert Einstein, made as he formulated his
groundbreaking theory of general relativity, have sold at a Paris
auction for €11.6 million, more than four
times the estimated value. Christie's auction
house described the document as “without
a doubt the most valuable Einstein manuscript ever to come to auction” and offering
“a fascinating plunge into the mind of the
20th century’s greatest scientist”.
Einstein's theory of special relativity,
more familiar to most schoolchildren as the
equation E=mc², was published in 1905.
The 54-page manuscript recently sold details his calculations as the physicist subsequently built on this to formulate his sig-

nature achievement, the theory of general
relativity, which he published in 1915.
The document was written in 1913 and
1914 in Zurich, Switzerland, by Einstein
and his colleague and confidant Michele
Besso, a Swiss engineer. The calculations
contain a number of errors and, when he had
spotted these, Einstein set aside the work.
The fact that it survives is down to Besso,
who preserved it for posterity.
“Scientific documents by Einstein in this
period, and before 1919 generally, are extremely rare,” Christie’s said. “Being one of
only two working manuscripts documenting
the genesis of the theory of general relativity that we know about, it is an extraordinary
witness to Einstein’s work.”■
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Beautiful Brussels sprouts

by Julia Watson
he most popular food at the Christmas feast
is not the turkey, it’s the roast potatoes. I’ve
never seen the point of turkey myself, given
the other options of similar better-tasting
birds like goose or capon. Chicken, even, if it is one
that has developed its flavour by scratching around
the garden and being fed scraps off the kitchen table.
Bought chicken, even the fancy yellow ones, tend to
be as bland as turkey.
Coming in at number 8 on the list of favourites is,
believe it or not, the Brussels sprout. More usually
maligned, the vegetable deserves respect. It’s been
a victim for too long of that unforgivable British
cooking technique, the dedicated overcook.
Cultivar of a subgroup of the cabbage family with
a subtly different taste, it is, somewhat surprisingly,
a native of the Mediterranean region. Very early
versions are thought to have been found in Ancient
Rome. It first appeared in northern Europe during
the 5th century. The first reference to it appears in
1587. But it had begun to be cultivated for its edible
buds in the 13th century near Brussels, which gave
these gemmifera (bud producers) their name. (This
is useful information to pass on to those who insist
there’s no ‘s’ on the first word.)
Belgium is still the largest producer on the
Continent, with 82,000 metric tons a year. While
the Brits grow a similar amount, they don’t export
them. French settlers to Louisiana in the 18th century
introduced them into the United States. Not a bad
record for a vegetable so many people consider
despicable.
Perhaps all they need to do is try a different recipe.
They are considerably uplifted by the addition
of chunks of chestnut and/or crispy bacon bits or
lardons. But did you know what the zing of curls
of lemon zest can achieve? Toasted hazelnuts are
another complement.
Roasting rather than boiling Brussels sprouts is the
technique currently popular. However, it can make
them bitter and leave them unpleasantly crunchy.
A better method that brings out their sugar is to cut
them in half to produce a broader surface and sizzle
them in oil and butter, cut side down in a large frying
pan over a low to medium heat for 5 minutes. Then
slam a lid on the pan for a further 5 minutes for the
Brussels sprouts to wilt. If you then want to give them
a Middle Eastern twist, before serving, throw in a
handful of pomegranate seeds and drizzle over a little
pomegranate molasses to add a crunch and acidity.
You don’t have to wait until Christmas to eat
Brussels sprouts. This vegetarian cheesy gratin
makes a soothing one-dish meal all winter long. ■
Julia Watson has been a long-time Food Writer
for newspapers and magazines in the US and the
UK. She writes 'Tabled', a weekly food blog at
juliawatson.substack.com

Ingredients

750ml milk

600g Brussels sprouts, trimmed and halved
if large

100ml crème fraîche

1 tablespoon olive oil
50g unsalted butter
2 shallots, finely chopped
50g flour

1 large tablespoon grainy Dijon mustard
150g Cantal or other strong-flavoured
cheese, grated
40g dried breadcrumbs or Panko
2 thyme sprigs, leaves only
60g skin-free hazelnuts, roughly chopped

Preheat the oven to 220C.
Bring a large pan of lightly salted water to the boil. Add the sprouts and cook for 3 minutes
then drain and set aside.
To make the béchamel sauce, heat the oil and butter in a medium saucepan until the butter is
foaming. Add the shallots and cook over a low heat stirring occasionally until soft. Tip in the
flour and cook for 2 minutes. Remove from the heat and in several pours, slowly whisk in
the milk to incorporate it into the flour paste, continuously whisking until you get a smooth
sauce.
Return to the heat. Add the mustard and simmer for 2 minutes. Keep on whisking. Slowly
incorporate the crème fraîche, followed by the cheese. Season to taste with freshly ground
black pepper, and salt if it needs any.
Toss together the dried breadcrumbs, thyme leaves and hazelnuts. Tip the sprouts into a deep
30 x 20cm ovenproof dish and pour over the sauce. Top with the breadcrumb mixture. Bake
in the centre of the oven for 20-25 minutes or until golden brown and bubbling.
Leave to rest for at least 10 mins before serving.
This dish can be made well in advance before the final baking step. It goes particularly well
with any cut of pork or ham but makes a substantial one-dish meal on its own. Crispy bacon
bits can substitute for the hazelnut crumbs for a different take.

Latest news throughout the month: www.thebugle.eu

Buying or selling small items...?
Check out our online Classifieds... updated daily!

www.thebugle.eu/classifieds.php

To place a Classified, simply email details of your item for sale to notices@thebugle.eu
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BUSINESS
DIRECTORY
Animals
& Pets

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93

Dog Guest Home

Auto & Bike
Services

(NOT KENNELS)

Your dog(s) looked after indoors at our
country home with a safe enclosed garden area.
One full acre - fully fenced.
Walked twice a day in local woods and fields.
Must be able to socialise with other dogs.
Free introductory trial: morning or afternoon.
Nr. Châteauneuf-La-Foret, Linards.
30 mins from Limoges airport.

20€ / night
10 € / half day
Call Jane:

05 55 00 34 79/06 18 58 93 88
or Emily: 06 71 15 15 65
waggingtails87@hotmail.com
Siret: 792 142 341 00017

Champlong
Chatterie

Caring, quiet accommodation
just for cats

Animals & Pets
Auto & Bike Services
Building Services
Chimney Sweeps
Computers, TV & Satellite
Food & Drink
Garden Services
Gifts & Crafts

At Masterplans.eu we can help guide you
through your planning application in France.
From initial feasibility to completed dossiers.
We will compile all the relevant drawings and
complete the necessary paperwork to ensure
your application proceeds smoothly.
We are equally at home working with clients
here in France or those living abroad.

Registered Car Mechanic

05.55.81.31.85

See Display Ad Below

Your
advert
here

Carpenter

Tel: 05 55 80 72 83
Mob: 06 33 07 29 72
Siret: 790 016 984 00011

Siret 798 692 778 00011

For more information
on advertising in the
Bugle Business
Directory, give us
a call or send us an
email:
sales@thebugle.eu

06 04 17 80 93

06 04 17 80 93

Building
Services
Architects/Surveyors

Building
Services
Carpenters/Joiners

06 45 82 34 03

CARPENTER
AND BUILDER
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP SINCE 1986

Portfolio available to view at

www.jonesentreprise.com
Jeff Jones: 05 55 62 46 21
Mob: 06 38 25 74 62
email: jones23entreprise@orange.fr
siret: 810 322 123 00011

Tel: 05 55 60 27 83

champlongchatterie@gmail.com
www.champlongchatterie.com
SIRET: 520 896 671 00010

CHARTERED
STRUCTURAL
ENGINEER

Your
advert
here

Will Fit For You:

Pre-purchase & Structural Surveys.
Verbal & written reports.
Structural calculations & drawings.
Redevelopment ideas & solutions.
Tim Haw B.Eng C.Eng M.I.Struct.E

06 04 17 80 93

FR: 0033 (0)6 52 06 22 79
UK: 0044 (0)7448 466 662

Web: www.versineer.com
Email: enquiries@versineer.com
Siret: 498 843 051 00018

RING BILL!
Registered
Car Mechanic
05 55 81 31 85
■ Services
■ Brakes
■ MOT Prep

(contrôle technique)

SIRET: 494 617 798 00017

SKILLED JOINER

■ ... much more
Dept. 23 & surrounding areas

Building Services
Electricians
& Plumbers
Maurice Baynes

PLUMBING
& HEATING

Domestic and commercial
Bathroom design
and installation
Heating systems
Tiling and full fit out
Fully Insured
All areas covered
mauricepbaynes@gmail.com

see main ad - pg 8

siret: 887 841 088 00016

06 71 00 04 44

Can your
business fill
this space?

•Stairs (can custom build)
•Doors •Windows •Fitted Kitchens
•Floors (wooden, laminate, etc.)
•Fitted Wardrobes & Cupboards
Over 40 years experience

Give us a call or send
us an email:

CALL: 06 80 58 06 08

06 04 17 80 93

Siret: 492 869 649 00029

Please mention
The Bugle when
responding to adverts

CARPENTRY & JOINERY
Tim Smith

JUNCT 22 off A20, Arnac la Poste

Alison & Ray

Handholding & Language >> pg 17-18
Health & Beauty
>> pg 18
Insurance & Finance
>> pg 18
Pools & Spas
>> pg 18
Property Sales & Maintenance >> pg 18
Retail & Commerce
>> pg 18
Scrap & Clearance
>> pg 18
Transport/Removals/Storage >> pg 18

All types
Best Rates
Available Immediately
References available
Call Mark:

Email: info@masterplans.eu
www.masterplans.eu

RING BILL!

>> pg 14
>> pg 14
>> pg 14-17
>> pg 17
>> pg 17
>> pg 17
>> pg 17
>> pg 17

sales@thebugle.eu

Advertise here
from just
€36 HT / month

06 04 17 80 93
sales@thebugle.eu

Tel: 07 87 01 70 30

Entreprise
Electricité Générale
All aspects of electrical
works undertaken
Departments 36, 23, 87 & 86
UK / French Satellite and TV
Aerial installations
Décennale insured

06 16 91 64 67

contact@reactive-resource.com
www.reactive-resource.com
Siren: 808 481 170

DAVID CARDWELL
PROFESSIONAL

BUILDER

Home renovations / Ground works
Block works / Verandas, Abris & Terraces
Barn doors & Shutters
Also available: digger & driver
Planning permission assistance and design available
HNC and ONC qualified, 15 years experience & 7 in France
Based near Lubersac (dept 19)
Tel: 05 55 98 24 12 - Mob: 07 82 78 01 31
Email: dave.cardwell@yahoo.co.uk
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INSTALLATION23 Fosse Septique 23
Qualified & specialising in:
• Electricity
• Plumbing
• Small renovations
(bathrooms, kitchens, etc.)

Fully registered & insured
English & Dutch spoken
Based in the east of Creuse
Call or email Rob:
E: installation23@gmail.com

M: 06 40 56 96 12
Siret: 753 054 030 00014

SALAMANDRE

électricité
Keith SLOPER

Tel: 05 55 64 94 20
Mob: 07 86 38 09 61
* Qualified electrician
* All types of electrical
works carried out
* Free estimates
* Fault finding
* Consuel certification arranged
* Temporary and permanent
EDF supplies arranged
* Departments 23 and 87
No Siret: 494 916 760 00015

Steve. JOHNS. SARL

Fosse Septique Specialists
Planning permission arranged
Design and installation
Supply and servicing
DIY and trade kits
Free site visit and devis

05.55.64.11.73
06.70.47.52.96
siret: 824 706 444 00018

Aquatiris

Ecological Septic Tanks
www.aquatiris.fr
06 95 09 13 71 - pg 3

For more information
on advertising in the
Bugle Business
Directory, give us
a call or send us an
email:

Carlos

sales@thebugle.eu

05 55 62 63 82

06 04 17 80 93

Electrician/Plumber
see main ad below

Building
Services
Fosses Septiques

LVL

Building
Services
General
HANDYMAN/DIY

Les Vidanges Limousines
▪ Emptying septic tanks
▪ Unblocking pipes
▪ Cleaning wells
▪ Group rates available
between neighbours
Call David - 24/24 7/7

06 49 66 44 25

Septic Tank
Installation
Service

Reed Bed Sanitation Systems
Sewer Connections
Compact Filters
www.fossepro.com
Tel: 06 33 78 24 23
fossepro@orange.fr

t: 05 55 50 52 02
m: 07 66 52 33 47
siret: 842 233 108 00013

Your
advert
here
06 04 17 80 93
La Noneix

Construction
& Property Services

Established, Professional and
Personal Building Services. Fully
registered with décennale
insurance covering all works.

Confolens

05 45 30 72 04

semm main ad - pg 7

A Horrocks & Son

T: 05 55 69 37 64
M: 06 86 62 59 37

see main ad below

English & French spoken - Siret: 518 511 340 00011

www.maxhuggett.com

05.55.89.69.46
www.entreprisehines.com
robert.hines@orange.fr

Davis & Davis WASTE REMOVAL

35 years' Experience in Construction,
Renovation & Project Management
Quality Workmanship Guaranteed
Internal/ External Developments

Barn conversions, loft conversions, new-build,
drylining, plastering, rendering, spray
rendering, tiling, installation of kitchens/
bathrooms, painting, carpentry, replacement
doors & windows, velux installation, groundworks, landscaping, decking & much more...

No job too big (or small). Give us a
call for a free competitive quote.

05 55 60 29 50 / 06 04 13 30 57
email: davis-davis@sfr.fr

Based near Limoges - Covering depts 87, 23 & 19
Siret: 498 203 652 00017

SERVICES

• house/barn clearance
(pre sale / post sale)
• garden/land clearance
• dechetterie runs
• rubbish removal
Specialist equipment available:
• tractor with flail mower,
rotavator, etc.
• vehicle with 1.5 tonne crane

05 55 37 45 35

wasteremovalmultiservices@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/willwhiting87/
siret 532 981 198 00015

Masonry
& More

General building
Renovation , Roofing
Reliable, good quality work
30 years exp
Scaffold Hire
Martin Sprague

05 55 61 93 07

martin_sprague_1@ hotmail.com

0044 (0)7831 121 019

Building and restoration work

06 26 97 28 54

SIRET: 503 169 237 00016

S.M.C SERVICES

Offering a broad selection of building
services in depts. 87, 19 & 23.
From one off installations to complete
renovations, construction, decorating,
landscaping and ground works.
E: info@maxhuggett.com

● Roofing - New & Repairs
● Masonry
● Plastering
● Dry Lining
● Sand Blasting
● Scaffold Hire
● ... and much, much more

Siret: 848 602 934 00012

stevehow101@googlemail.com

SIRET: 501 144 596 00019

Experienced and fully
registered builder with 10
year Décennale Insurance

Building & Renovation

40 years qualified experience

Paul.rands@orange.fr

Max Huggett

Entreprise
Hines

Mob: 07 85 51 42 66
Tel: 05 55 83 04 11

05.55.66.44.06
www.lanoneix.com

see main ad - pg 8

The Reclamation Yard

All building work undertaken
No job too small
City & Guilds and NVQ
Qualified tradesman
Over 35 years experience
in the construction industry
Based in dept. 23

Large or small projects undertaken
- please view our website.
Contact: Paul or Joanne Rands

• Painting/Decorating • Labouring
• Pressure Washing • General DIY
No job too small, just give me a call!!
All areas covered - Based nr Aubusson (23)

05 55 83 02 77 / 06 30 90 58 90

SVH
CONSTRUCTION

●Renovations
●New builds ●Roofing
●Stonework ●Carpentry
●Ground works

Excavator with Driver

Siret: 523 955 151 00015

Siret N° 750 725 780 00019

Roofing,
Building,
Renovations,
Plastering & stud walls,
... and more!
Fully insured.
e: lowe.steven@orange.fr

Can I help you with those jobs
you don't want to do?

jonathanpiddock@orange.fr

87800 Jourgnac

STEVE'S
PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

SIRET: 531 768 182 00010

Can your
business fill
this space?

Your
advert
here

Give us a call or send
us an email:

06 04 17 80 93

sales@thebugle.eu

CONTINUED
NEXT PAGE...

06 04 17 80 93

To advertise in The Bugle Business Directory, call 06 04 17 80 93
ELECTRICIAN/PLUMBER
FROM SMALL REPAIRS
TO COMPLETE INSTALLATIONS
BOILER SERVICING
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FULLY INSURED - BASED DEPT 23
lorrainemquintana@gmail.com

05 55 62 63 82

siret: 829 638 741 00019
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Merry Christmas from all at Blacktower… and a final word on
recent pension changes! - Rosemary Sheppard, Senior International Financial Adviser

T

he recent budget
has thrown up
some interesting
dilemmas within
the world of pensions, namely that, as of 30th November
2021, you no longer have the
Statutory right to transfer
from your current pension
scheme.
What does this mean in
reality? Well, a new system of Red and Amber flags
has been introduced, which
could mean that your pension company can refuse a

transfer request if certain criteria are not met and a “Red
Flag” is raised. This may
have dire consequences for
non-UK residents, who are,
after Brexit, already struggling with some pension
companies, to maintain flexible access to their pensions.
However, from our internal
analysis there should be very
few occasions, if any, when
this happens, as long as you
are prepared to provide all
the necessary information
to your adviser and pension
company in order to complete
the transfer satisfactorily.
If an Amber flag is raised,
which is the more likely scenario, as one of these flags
concerns proof of overseas
residency, then an additional
stage of speaking with the

Government MoneyHelper
service will be necessary.
Their key aim is to help avoid
pension scams, which can
only be a good thing for all,
namely the scheme member
and the finance industry as a
whole.
Generally, these changes
should not have a big effect,
other than to potentially extend the time it may take to
transfer, but increasingly we
are experiencing pension
companies penalising their
non-UK resident members
with loss of flexibility and/
or difficulty making adhoc
withdrawals. Add to that
the fact that due to increasing costs of PI (Professional
Indemnity) cover, that all
regulated firms have to have
in place to protect their cli-

ents, many of the UK pension
companies are increasing the
minimum amount they will
accept in, as a transfer, to
£250,000. Therefore, if you
have a smaller pension, or a
few smaller pensions, that
you wish to transfer the time
you may have left to do this
could be limited, if others follow suit.
If this is something you
have been thinking about, but
not yet done anything about,
now is the time to take action
and advice… don’t put it off
for another year because who
knows what changes may occur in the next March budget!
We are here to help you.
To arrange a professional
and impartial consultation
please contact me by email:
R o s e m a r y. s h e p p a r d @

blacktowerfm.com, visit our
website www.blacktowerfm.
com or call me on 06 38 86
99 70.
This article is based on
the opinion of the financial adviser and author, and
does not reflect the views of
Blacktower. The above information is based on current
legislation which is subject
to change and does not constitute as investment advice,
or investment research and
you should seek advice from
a professional adviser before
embarking on any financial
planning activity.
Blacktower
Insurance
Agents & Advisors Ltd is
regulated in Cyprus by the
Insurance Companies Con-

trol Service and registered
with ORIAS in France.
Blacktower Financial Management (Cyprus) Ltd is
regulated in Cyprus by the
Cyprus Securities & Exchange Commission and is
registered with the AMF in
France.

ADVERTORIAL

Houses on Internet: A Global Property Network

H

ouses on Internet
– Global Property
Services (hereafter
referred
to
as
“HOI-GPS”) is the
internet/marketing company that
has helped people sell their French
property to buyers worldwide
since 2009.
Richard Kroon, founder and
director of the company: “In spite
of Covid, the number of sold
properties has been higher than
recent years. The buyers are mostly
European, but we see many buyers
from other continents too, which
is why our worldwide advertising
is so important. Our marketing
efforts are definitely paying
off and guarantee a worldwide
exposure of your property to
buyers wherever they live.
“Last year we sold properties
in the price range from € 42,000
to € 1,200,000 to people from 17

different countries, like France,
Australia, Belgium, Holland, the
United Kingdom, Switzerland,
Germany,
Norway,
Sweden,
Canada, Denmark and SouthAfrica.
“The actual work all starts with
the presentation of a property. If
that’s not good enough, all other
marketing efforts are useless. Our
photographers take many photos
of your house, garden, the views,
etc. Some of our clients supply
their own photos which gets them
a discount on the fee.
“About 50 to 60 of those
photos are selected, enhanced and
presented on the dedicated website
we make for each property in
English, French and Dutch.
“The texts don’t just describe the
house, garden and outbuildings,
but information about shopping,
schools, airports and leisure is
given too.

“When the website for the house
is online, we first connect it to our
main HOI-GPS websites which
attract over 135,000 visitors from
30+ countries each month. Most
of these people find us through
Google and additional Google
advertising.
“To reach an even larger
audience, a summary of the
presentation of the house is
also placed on several other
leading property websites. These
adverts are also connected to the
dedicated website of the house,
making it all one big global
property network.
“As the property market
has become a global one, a
prospective buyer can be on the
other side of the world while the
owner is in bed sleeping. With
our approach, the buyer does not
have to wait and can see the entire
property whenever they want, at

the moment they are interested in
it.”
For more information on HOIGPS or to market your property
through them, visit their website. ■

ADVERTORIAL

Harlequin Satellite TV

A

s some of you may know, after many years, Stuart from The French House Satellite TV has
recently moved on to pastures new. For the past few months I have been working alongside
him, and I'm happy to say that I am now the installer approved and recommended by The
French House to continue looking after clients old, and welcoming clients new.
The range of services remains the same:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

English Free to Air Satellite TV... Freesat
French Satellite TV... TNT
English Subscription TV
Full installation service
DIY Kits
Dishes realigned or upgraded
Trouble shooting

I am based in the north of the Haute-Vienne (dept 87), and will cover dept's 16, 23, north 24, 36,
east 86, and 87. Meanwhile, The French House will continue to provide a full service to dept's 17, 44,
49, 79, 85, and west 86.
So if you need help with any satellite TV issues please don't hesitate to get in touch. ■
Arthur Smith - Tel: 06.06.60.46.97
Email: harlequintv1@gmail.com - Website: www.harlequintv.fr
Facebook: Harlequin Satellite TV
Siret: 494.501.067.00016

Houses on Internet Global Property Services
www.housesoninternet.com

+31 (0)6 41 20 73 69
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Building
Services
Groundworks
RSW Entreprises

Fosse Septiques/Micro stations

05.55.80.00.57

See our Display Ad - pg 6

Dave Cardwell - Builder

05 55 98 24 12

See our Display Ad pg 14

Building
Services
Lifts & Scaffolding

Cherry
Picker
Services

Building
Services
Plasterers

Able
Plastering

French registered plasterer
with over 30 years’ experience
All internal and
external works covered
Plastering
(English and French plaster)
Rendering
Concreting
Floor Screeding
Stud Partitioning
Lime Mortar Pointing

Tel: 05 55 62 12 39
Mobile: 06 06 41 10 30
Siret: 527 906 614 00013

Chimney Sweeping
• Flue ways cleared
• Birds nests, vermin
& debris removed
• Smoke evacuation & gas
tightness tests
• Official certificates of cleaning
issued (Certificat de Ramonage)

www.stovesellers.com

05 55 63 78 72

Chez Jacques
Experienced, Registered &
Fully Insured
No mess, no fuss
Email: cinderssweep@gmail.com

T: 07 68 76 39 99
siret: 484 768 700 00029

14.5 metres on a van
lasout@live.com
Call for a quote

06 04 17 80 93

Give us a call or send
us an email:

UK scaffolding supplied and
erected here in France
Qualified and fully insured
FREE no obligation quotes
Call Ian on

06 34 24 64 11

or find us on Facebook:
@angloscaffolding

Email: akbrunnstrom@yahoo.co.uk
SIRET: 799 067 939 00014

Your
advert
here
06 04 17 80 93
Building
Services
Painters/Decorators
Nicholas
Collyer
All aspects of
Interior and
Exterior
decorating

30+ years' experience
Spraying service available
for large areas

T: 09 88 19 14 05
M: +44 (0)7885 694 313
collyer23360@gmail.com
siret: 883 596 157 00015

MUMFORD TOITURE
Roofing & Plastering/
Plasterboarding Service

25+ years roofing experience
All aspects of roofing, large or small
15+ years experience plastering/boarding
Fully registered and insured
Trading in France since 2007
Call Mark for a free quotation

05 55 44 71 44 / 06 78 60 96 16
mumford.toiture@gmail.com
Siret No. 493 159 412 00011

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93
Chimney
Sweeps
& Firewood
La Petite Ramoneur

THE LADY
SWEEP
Established since 1986

Brush & Vacuum
All types of chimney
Fully Insured
Call Ruth Langston

02 54 31 48 50
06 25 61 84 95 (SMS only)
siret 504 218 454 00016

Carrefour du
Bois Limousin

www.chauffagebois-limousin.com
05 55 63 72 45 - see ad pg 8

sales@thebugle.eu

06 04 17 80 93
Computers,
TV &
Satellite
For all your TV
and satellite
installations and repairs
(Sky TV, Internet etc.)
Call Patrice:

Marsac (23)
• Cosy atmosphere
• Speciality Crêpes
• Large burger menu
• Around 115 single malt whiskies
• Selection of bottled British ales
• Book corner, pool table
• "Mouclade" nights
• Curry nights

05 87 40 02 83
closed Wednesdays

British Market Stall
facebook.com/britishmarketstall
+33 (0)6 79 23 57 09 +33 (0)7 69 14 49 73
see main ad - pg 8

Dept 23 & surrounding areas

Tel: 05 55 62 05 61
Mob: 06 52 38 67 65

Email: garygoodwin121@gmail.com

Siret No. 752 549 907 00018

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93
Gifts &
Crafts

For more designs please see:
www.cardsetcartes.com
cardsetcartes.com@orange.fr

Alma

Les Genêts, Azerables

SALES & INSTALLATION OF ALL SATELLITE
SYSTEMS & AERIALS. FAULT FINDING.

Reliable, professional and
friendly garden services.
Garden Maintenance. Land Clearance.
Garden Construction.
Bespoke long-term maintenance plans.
Tel: 05 55 37 18 03
Mob: 06 33 66 17 45
e-mail: darren@teamjardin.fr

We are very sad
to announce
that the restaurant
is now closed.
This is not due to Covid,
but rather ongoing
health issues.
Many thanks to all
our friends and clients...

Le Restaurant Ecurat

Based Séreilhac (87)

GOODWIN
SATELLITE

www.teamjardin.fr

Christmas Cards Now Available!

Le Creusois

siret: 353 613 227 00035

Team Jardin

26, Ecurat 23150

06.79.07.91.56

libre.antenne87@gmail.com
Fast dependable service

Your
advert
here
06 04 17 80 93

Try Something Different

Can your
business fill
this space?

Building
ANGLO
SCAFFOLDING Services
Roofing
HIRE

Food &
Drink

Siren: 502 409 949

Your
advert
here

Tel: 09 66 03 52 89

Please mention
The Bugle when
responding to adverts

Handholding &
Language
Services

Bar/Restaurant

High quality British & French food
at reasonable prices.
Menu du Jour €12, Traditional Pub
Food, Vegetarian dishes, Childrens
& Snack menus also available

05.55.63.90.79

www.lecreusoisbistro.com
SIREN: 483 988 853

Garden
Services

siret: 453 067 910 00019

Harlequin
Satellite TV

English Free to Air
Satellite TV... Freesat
French Satellite TV... TNT
English Subscription TV
Full installation service
DIY Kits
Dishes realigned/upgraded
Trouble shooting
Covering16, 23, north 24,
36, east 86, & 87

Maintenance gardener
Stephen Grendon

Need some advice?
Too much like hard-work?
30 years of experience

TEL: 06 72 11 62 15
stengrendon1@gmail.com
Based in St-Julien-le-Petit (87460), covering
St. Léonard, Peyrat, Eymoutiers, Bujaleuf.
siret: 839 102 415 00016

06.06.60.46.97

Purple Solutions
Garden Maintenance

SIRET: 494.501.067.00016

see main ad - pg 11

harlequintv1@gmail.com
www.harlequintv.com

06 72 87 87 14

FRENCH LESSONS
Via Skype

with a native French speaker
Why commute? Long distance
learning is the answer!
C’est simple, call Sophie...

06 61 56 47 17
scarolinea@yahoo.fr

CONTINUED
NEXT PAGE...
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Health
& Beauty

www.marcdeschamps.com

Covering all of La Creuse!

Call Teddy:

06 15 78 18 04- pg 4

Chez Boutique

Formerly La Petite Place

05.55.60.08.46

See our Display Ad - pg 8

Jenny Homer BA Hons, PGCE

Online French Tuition
No masks, no coats, no travel!
New Year's Resolution?
Come out of Covid
with confident French

siret: 490 323 243 00025

I offer weekly small group lessons at a level
to suit you. My priority is to help you gain
confidence in speaking and understanding French.
My teaching in now only online, but students'
progress has been impressive.
Stuck for a Christmas or birthday gift for a
friend, your family or yourself?
The perfect answer:
a gift voucher for online lessons
https://homerjennifer.wixsite.com/website

Creuse Property Care

Caring for
your home in
France when
you can’t
be there

Transition Removals

Stove
Sellers
www.stovesellers.com

Buggs Car Hire

(+33) 05 55 34 19 46

www.transitionremovals.net
see main ad - pg 4

05.55.63.78.72

See our Display Ad - pg 2

Garden & Pool Maintenance
General Maintenance & Small
Renovation work including
plasterboarding, tiling, painting, etc.
Changeovers/House Cleaning
Ad-hoc Assistance
References available
Contact Mark or Trudy...

Please mention
The Bugle when
responding to adverts

T: 05 55 67 90 47 / P: 06 40 75 74 47
E: marktrudy0506@gmail.com
W: www.creusepropertycare.com

Insurance
& Finance

Property management

Taxation
Specialists Ltd
www.taxspec.com

French & UK tax returns - see pg 9

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93

Siret: 479 965 758 00028

'Gite and Tidy'

All properties looked after,
main residences, holiday homes & gîtes.
Changeovers, cleaning,
tidy ups, maintenance, gardening,
swimming pools, etc.
Single or regular visits.
Fully insured.
Oradour-sur-Vayres (87150).
References available.

www.giteandtidy.com
09 82 12 69 73 (Home)
06 06 40 81 07 (Portable)

Tony Farrell

International Financial Adviser

05 55 89 57 94 - see pg 11

All Property Diagnostics
for Sales/Rentals

Blacktower

Energy Performance (DPE),
Asbestos, Lead, Electricity,
Gas, Termites, Risks/Pollution,
Measurements

Financial Managment Group

Rosemary Sheppard
06 38 86 99 70 - pg 11

Pools &
Spas

Fluent English speaking.
Technical comments and
advice possible
Contact : 06 28 94 24 00 or
philippe.andre@diagamter.com
See our references on:

www.diagamter.com

Naturalis Pools

Beaux Villages Immobilier

06 31 17 25 60

Freephone: 08 05 69 23 23

www.naturalispools.com
see main ad - pg 2

Property
Sales &
Maintenance

sales@thebugle.eu

Houses on Internet

06 04 17 80 93

+31 (0)6 41 20 73 69

www.housesoninternet.com

See our Display Ad - pg 3

26, Ecurat 23150

Atelier d'Art du Jardin
We are very sad
to announce
that we are now
permanenetly closed.
This is not due to Covid,
but rather ongoing
health issues.
Many thanks to all
our friends and clients...

Alma

www.beauxvillages.com
see main ad - pg 5

Your
advert
here
06 04 17 80 93

CLUBS, CHARITIES & ASSOCIATIONS
As a result of the current restrictions, many of the meetings
and events featured in our What's On, and Clubs, Charities &
Associations sections have had to be cancelled or postponed.
The situation is constantly changing, so we have removed many of
these listings from the newspaper for the time being.
We will, however, continue to update our website
with any new information, so please do check back regularly to
keep up to date - www.thebugle.eu

Managing Editor:
Editor-in-Chief:
Registered Address:
SIRET:
Printed by:

Bergerac & Limoges Airports

www.buggscarhire.com
see main ad - pg 10

Smart Moves
For a fully insured,
careful service

FORTNIGHTLY SERVICES TO FRANCE
FULL OR PART LOADS WELCOME
WE COLLECT FROM
ALL AREAS OF THE UK AND DELIVER
TO ALL AREAS OF FRANCE
Find us on Facebook:
@smartmovesukfrance
Please CALL or EMAIL Stephen

smartmovers@hotmail.co.uk

+44 (0)7966 287 430

www.smartmovesremovals.com

Central
France
Storage

Scrap &
Clearance

OLD'S
HEIGHT

inc. Junque and Disorderly

Antiquités agricoles

The Spectrum IFA Group

For more information
on advertising in the
Bugle Business
Directory, give us
a call or send us an
email:

Retail &
Commerce

see main ad - pg 3

Mobile hairdresser

Email: homer.jennifer@gmail.com

Cendrillon
06 83 66 83 09

I will buy just about anything in your barn:
agricultural machinery, cars,motorbikes,
lorries, pushbikes, old wrought ironwork,
oil cans, signs, timberwork and doors...
in fact, anything!! Just think...
that rubbish could earn you cash!!

CALL: 0633 847 699
in rust we trust
siret: 511 127 763 00015

Cash paid
for scrap

All Limousin covered
Anything considered
Any quantity

www.centralfrancestorage.com
Dry, safe & secure storage
Brexit Busting Prices!!
Vehicle storage options
We also do internal moves!
14.5m cherry picker available

Tel: 09 66 03 52 89
Email: lasout@live.com
siret: 494 123 847 00019

sales@thebugle.eu
06 04 17 80 93
Watson European
International Removals

www.watsoneuropean.co.uk
see main ad - pg 7

Man & Van
Transport

Tel: 05 55 37 45 35
Mob: 06 74 21 47 71
www.facebook.com/willwhiting87/
siret 532 981 198 00015

Transport,
Removals
& Storage

Genuine/Reliable/Honest
Local + Europe + UK runs
House/Barn clearances!
15m3 capacity
4m load length
English & French Spoken

Franklins Removals

05 44 20 21 77
06 06 40 81 07

www.franklinsremovals.co.uk

www.frenchvanman.eu

0044 121 353 7263
see main ad - pg 11

Steve Martindale
Steve Martindale
19, route de Champagnac
17500 MEUX
514 989 748 00025
Charente Libre, Z.I. No3
16340, L’Isle d’Espagnac
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Les petits jardiniers du Limousin

We are a gardening association based in the Mairie at St. Amand le Petit, between Eymoutiers and Peyrat le Château.
We hold monthly meetings on the third Thursday of the month, starting at 2.30 pm. Meetings are held in English,
but we can also present topics in French. We have lots of different nationalities amongst our members. Our aim is to
provide and promote opportunities for people to develop their interest and knowledge in horticulture and gardening
and related topics in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere. In-house workshop meetings, external speakers and visits are
on our agenda.
During Covid-19, we were not been able to have meetings and kept in touch with members and friends via Facebook.
This has become a very popular feature so do have a look at our Facebook page, "Les petits jardiniers du Limousin",
where people post photos of their garden, ask questions, share information and keep in contact on a casual, friendly
basis.
Our meeting agenda remains subject to any Covid-19 regulations and restrictions in place at that time:
09 Dec

2021
Christmas Party

20 Jan
Feb		
16 Mar
		
21 Apr

2022
Gravel gardens and drought loving plants
No meeting
Divide and multiply your plants,
followed by Show Preparation
Visit to Limoges Botanical Gardens

19 May
16 Jun
21 Jul
18 Aug
04 Sep
20 Oct
24 Nov
08 Dec

Visit to Cité des Insectes
Visit to Custos Apium
Plant Photography
Car rally followed by lunch
Annual Show
AGM followed by 'House Plants'
Upcycling in the Garden
Christmas Party

Members and supporters of our Association will receive emails about forthcoming meetings. If you would like to
be on our mailing list then please email me with your name and email address. I shall be very happy to add you
to the list and you will receive all future notifications. In the meantime... happy gardening.
For any further information contact Carolyn at pjlimousin@gmail.com

CANCER SUPPORT FRANCE
Charente Plus
Free confidential support for Englishspeaking people touched by cancer
Volunteers & Active Listeners needed (full training will be given)
If you are interested please email: bloomdenis@outlook.com

CSF 24 HOUR HELPLINE - 0800 24 02 00
email: csfcharenteplus@gmail.com
Facebook : Cancer Support France - Charente-Plus

Cancer Support
Haute-Vienne

affiliated to

Your local Association
supporting English speakers touched by cancer
in departments 87, 23, 19 & 36

HELPLINE 0800 240 200
www.cshautevienne.org

Peyrat Film Club

Pedro

The CINEMA in Peyrat-le-Château, run by the volunteers of the
Association Bande Originale, regularly shows VOST films
(original version with French subtitles), especially for all the non-French
speakers in our region.
In December we will be showing:

The French Dispatch – Saturday 4th, 17h
Cry Macho – Sunday 12th, 17h
The Life of Brian – Thursday 16th, 17h
Tickets from just €3.50!!
See our website for dates & times, etc
http://bandeoriginale.jimdo.com

30,000 readers
each month

SALES@THEBUGLE.EU

06 04 17 80 93

Please meet beautiful little Pedro who
is a 10-year-old Poodle cross.
Pedro is a well-behaved, quiet little
dog, who is always happy to see you.
Unfortunately, in the past, he has not
received the best of care and because
his owner never bothered to clean his
ears, he has sadly gone deaf. His teeth
are also in very poor condition and so
he will need dental surgery very soon.
Adopting an older dog is always very
rewarding but it is also important to
consider that there could be other health
issues and so you need to think long and hard before committing to an adoption.
Having said that, he really is a delight and it would be wonderful if he could find a
family who are prepared to give him the love and care he so desperately deserves.
Could that be you?
If you think you can help Pedro then please contact:
SPA de Creuse (Guéret), 21 Le Clocher,
23000 Saint-Sulpice-le Guérétois
www.spa-creuse.com - email: spa.gueret@orange.fr

Advertising in The Bugle Business Directory
Advertising your business couldn’t be easier. Text only, boxed listings are available in our Business Directory from just €12.50/month.
Alternatively, why not spotlight your business with an Advertorial, available from 1/6 Page (€50 HT) up to Full Page (€300 HT).
Both Directory Adverts and Advertorials represent a cost effective way to put your brand in front of more than 30,000 pairs of eyes each month!!

For more information on any of our advertising options, please feel free to give us a call
on 06 04 17 80 93 or send an email to sales@thebugle.eu

6-Month Contract

12-Month Contract

Small b&w Directory Ad

€100

€150

Large b&w Directory Ad

€130

€195

Small Colour Directory Ad

€140

€210

Large Colour Directory Ad

€180

€270

All prices exclude TVA (20%)

Directory Advertising is available either in black and white or colour, and in either small (30 words max) or large (45 words max) format.
Directory adverts may only contain text (small logos may be allowed when supplied). The minimum contract length is 6 months.

Advertising is payable on publication. All prices are HT.

Large Directory Ad
46mm x 71mm
(Actual Size)
45 words max
Small Directory Ad
46mm x 46mm
(Actual Size)

30 words max
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Latest news throughout the month: www.thebugle.eu

